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Honecker ‘too sick 
to go to Jair 

BONN (R) — Former East Ger- 
maa Communist leader Erich 
Honecker, under investigation 
for murder, c orrupti on and mis- 
rule, is well enough to farr ques- 
tipmnjg but not to go to prison, a 
West. German newspaper said 
Saturday. Honecker, 77, recover- 
ing from. cancer surgery at a 
Soviet military , hospital in East 
Germany, was ousted by his own 
Communist Party shortly before a 
“people’s power" revolution late 
last year forced tire Communists 
to give up power. The former 
Stalinist leader could face murder 
charges over the gunning down of 
around 190 East Germans who 
tried to flee to the West over the 
Berlin Wall or across heavily 
fortified borders during his hard- 
line rnie. Bfld Am Sonntag 
quoted a report by a team of 
doctors asked by the East Ger- 
man government to determine 
Honecker’s state of health as 
saying he could withstand short 
periods of interrogation in the 
presence of a doctor. 

Sudan accuses 
Ethiopians of theft 

KHARTOUM, Sudan (AP)— A 
senior government official Satur- 
day said economic hardships were 
driving Ethiopian refugees to com- 
mit thefts and other crimes in 
eastern Sudanese cities. Youssef 
Bashir Sara], governor of the 
eastern region, said despite the 
measures taken by his govern- 
ment to prevent Ethiopian re- 
fugees from leaving their camps 
to the dries, “some manage to 
flee the camps and commit nigh t 
thefts, break into shops and carry 
out some robberies.’’ .Sany said 
the number of Ethiopian refugees 
in eastern region has now reached 
about a million. He told the 
government daily newspaper Al 
Sudan Al Hadeetb that the daily 
influx of refugees is 350. He 
called on the international com- 
munity to provide assistance for 
the Ethiopian refugees. 


GCC ministers 
discuss economy 

NICOSIA (R) — Finance minis- 
ten from three Gulf states met 
Saturday to discussing boosting 
regional economic cooperation, 
the Omani News Agency re- 
ported. It said the meeting was 
attended by ministers from Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait and .Oman. 
“They exchanged views on the 
best ways to boost relations in the 
areas of finance and economy,” 
the agency said. The three oil 
producers are members of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
— an economic and political 
alliance that also indudes the 
United Arab Emirates, Bahrain 
and Qatar. 


Taiwan: Riyadh to 
announce switch In 
ties today 

TAIPEI (R) — Saudi Arabia is 
expected to establish diplomatic 
relations with. China Sunday and 
downgrade its ties with Taiwan, 
the island’s Foreign Minister 
Fredrick Ctnen said Saturday. 
“We expect Saudi Arabia to set 
up ties with Chinese communists 
early Sunday (Taiwan time),” he 
tokl reporters. He said Taiwan’s 
current economic and other ties 
with the kingdom would continue 
un chang ed despite a change in 
the official diplomatic ties. 


Bhutto .wants tough 
action in Sind 

KARACHI. Pakistan (R) — 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto 
has ordered Pakistan’s security 
agencies to crack down on vio- 
lence in her home province Sind, 
the official APP news agency said 

Saturday. Bhutto gave the go- 
ahead at a meeting with govern- 
ment officials in the provincial 
-‘- 1 Karachi, called after six 
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fear or favour to any violators 
law p"d ensure that, criminals 
; brought to book,” Bhutto 
zed law-enforcing agencies, 
>P said. Intermittent ethnic and 
litjeal violence in Sthd has 
ured more than 1,500 lives 
ce 1986, including more than 
) people lolled since last May. 


Lower House committee to study findings before decision on trials 

4 ex- ministers cited in corruption probes 

Petra Bank case delaying abolition of 
martial law; unemployment solution 
requires combined efforts — Badran 


By Abdnflah 

and P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporters 

AMMAN — The Lower House 
of Parliament Saturday decided to 
launch farther investigations into 
four cases of possible corruption 
involving former ministers prior 
to deciding whether to press 
charges against them at a special 
court. 

The decision came in the wake 
of findings by the prosecutor- 
general that there were grounds 
to prosecute four ministers on 
four separate charges. The find- 
ings were presented to tbe House 
Saturday under a constitutional 
stipulation that any case involving 
“ministers” — meaning serving 
or former cabinet members — 
can only be referred to tbe special 
court by the House. 

The involved ministers, accord- 
ing to a copy of the prosecutor- 
generaTs report made available 
to die Jordan Times, are: two 
former ministers of public works 
(one of them named in two 
eases), and two former ministers 
of supply. 

The two ex-ministers of public 
works, according to the report, 
are involved In a 1975 contract 
awarded to a local company to 
build the Swaqa prison. One of 
them is involved in the Al Jafr- 


Azraq highway project which was 
awarded to an Indian company in 
1987. 

According to the prosecutor- 
general’s findings, which mostly 
detailed the various phases of the 
contracts involved, the two for- 
mer officials, acting in their 
capacity hs ministers, violated 
provisions of the JD 586,207 con- 
tract awarded to a local company 
to construct the Swaqa prison. 
These violations indude: 

— authorising the use of pre- 
fabricated concrete Mocks in build- 
ing! 

— failure to apply the contract 
provisions, resulting in a loss to the 
gov ernm ent (the amount involved 
was described as "huge.") 

Tbe net charge, according to the 
prosecutor -genera], is "exploitation 
of public office" — a crime which 
could be brought to court by tbe 
prosecutor-general if it had involved 
any official lesser fa rank than a 
minister. 

In the A! Jafr highway project, the 
prosecu to r found chat one ex-minister 
disregarded the recommendations of 
several committees, includ- 

ing tirc consultancy firm wluch carried 
out a feasibility study, and recom- 
mended to tbe prime mhrister that the 
contract be given to a c om b ina tion of 
die two Indian companies at a cost of 
JD 35,916,159 in 1987. Aceonfing to 
the prosecutor-general, the minister’s 
ins a tenc e that the road be of refa- 
forced cement, despite the fact that 
Jordan is not used to maintaimng 


cement roads, cost the treasury a loss 
of as much as JD 20 million in light of 
parallel offers for asphalt roads. 
Furthermore, it said, the project was 
not awarded after a tendering pro- 
cess, and there was no mention of any 
parallel offer. However, tbe report 
found that another Indian comp an y 
had made an offer "at considerably 
lower prices" which would have saved 
the t r e a s u ry around JD 7 minion. 

Again, “these, if proven, win con- 
stitute a crime of exp lo i tin g public 
office," the report said. 

In the case involving one of two 
ex-ministers of supply, tbe report 
found that the mhtirtcr’s actions re- 
lated to a contract to buy bariey from 
Iraq had eo« tbe treasury a kiss of JD 
802.340. The affair involved amend- 
ments the minister made to original 
contracts, which, according to the 
testimony be gave to investigators 
iiaH the approval of bis prime minis- 
ter. However, the former prune 
minister as well as the then minister 
of who was cited as witness 

denied that such approval was given. 

Hie fourth case, involving tbe 
second minister of s up ply, is also 
related to imports of bariey from Iraq 
and Syria. The report of the 
prosecutor-general found that there 
was a difference of $50 per tonne in 
tbe two contracts and that both prices 
were inflated for delivery at the coun- 
try of origin. 

The charge, if proven in a court of 
law, the report said, "is exploiting 
public office." 

In another case, referred to in a 
(Continued on page 4) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The total 
abolition of martial law in tbe 
country will be announced when 
a military court settles cases re- 
lated to the collapse of the Petra 
Bank or immediately when Par- 
liament wishes. Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran said Saturday. 

Addressing the Lower House, 
the prime minister also said no 
easy solutions could be found to 
solve the unemployment prob- 
lem, but pledged that his govern- 
ment would be able to tackle the 
issue with help from Parliament 
as well as backing from the pri- 
vate and public sectors. 

Responding to calls for an im- 
mediate abolition of martial law, 
in force in the country since the 
1967 war but frozen since early 
this year, the prime minister said: 
"Once the Petra Bank case is 
over, martial law would be totally 
abolished.” However, be said, it 
could be lifted now if Parliament 
so desired. "The government is 
committed to your assembly if it 
decided to abolish martial law 


now,” he told the House. 

The prime minister said the 
martial law authorities had com- 
pleted investigations into the Pet- 
ra Bank affair, and were ready to 
file formal charges. 

Badran did not give any time 
frame for completion of the Petra 
Bank cases, and there was no 
indication from any source Satur- 
day on the natnre of the cases or 
the people expected to be 
charged. 

According to Badran, the main 
reason for foe delay in abolishing 
martial law was the fact that the 
Petra Bank case was referred to 
the martial law authorities by 
former Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker. 

Abolition of martial law in six 
months’ time was one of the 
pledge made by Badran in his 
polity statement to the Lower 
House in January. The govern- 
ment has forwarded substitute 
laws to plug in the loopholes 
expected to be left by the move. 
The new legislation is expected to 


be debated on the floor soon. 

However, a Royal Decree 
issued two weeks ago revoked the 
jurisdiction of martial law courts 
in almost all areas as a prelude to 
the expected total abolition. 

Addressing the House after 
three sessions of heated debate 
on the chronic unemployment 
problem where tbe government 
had come under harsh attack for 
its “failure” to resolve the issue, 
the prime minis ter pointed out 
that the short period his gov- 
ernment has spent in office was 
insufficient by any measure to 
eliminate tbe problem complete- 
ly- 

"The period of tune in which 
this government has been in 
office is insufficien t by any stan- 
dards to solve the unemployment 
problem and to find permanent 
solutions,” he said. "This impor- 
tant issue requires that policies 
and programmes which have 
been adopted by tins government 

(Continued on page 5) 


King 

contacts 

ACC 

leaders 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Os Majesty 
Kfag Hussein Saturday tele- 
phoned Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein, Yemeni Presi- 
dent AH Abdallah Saleh and 
Egyptian President Hosnl 
Mubarak. The King dfaen se e d 
with the Arab leaders the dis- 
pute between Iraq and Kuwait, 
the Jordan News Agency PHra, 
said. 

Kfag Hussefa wffi vfstt Egypt 
Tuesday for talks with Presi- 
dent Mnbarak Hfcety to focus 
on the Goff row, Egypt’s Mld- 
dfe East News Agency (MENA) 

^ j 

reported. 

Iraq, Egypt, Jordan and Ye- 
men, are me mb er s of the Arab 
Cooperation Coned formed 
last year. 

Hie Lower House of Parlia- 
ment criticised the United 
States Saturday for what it 
called interference fa the Gulf 
row over ofl production. 

The Hoose, in cables sent the 
leaders of Iraq, Kuwait and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
also urged them to settle their 
differences through dialogue 
and restraint. 


40 shot and wounded 
in Gaza refugee camp 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Violent clashes 
erupted for a second day Satur- 
day in the Gaza Strip refugee 
camp of Rafah, over 40 people 
were shot and wounded m by 
army gunfire in the occupied ter- 
ritories in a span o f 24 horns, 
reports said. 

On Friday, at least 36 Palesti- 
nians, ranging in age from 12 to 
22, were wounded in stone- 
throwing dashes with troops in 
Rafah, near tbe Egyptian border, 
the reports said. 

Friday’s fighting came during a 
general strike commemorating 
the May 20 massacre of seven 
Arab labourers by an Israeli gun- 
man. The assailant is currently 
being tried on seven counts of 
murder. 

An army official said 12 Rafah 
residents were wounded Friday. 
He said be was checking Satur- 
day’s casualty reports. 

The official said an Israeli sol- 
dier was fait in the head by a stone 
in Rafah Saturday, and was hospi- 
talised in moderae condition. 

In other clashes, a five-year-old 
boy was wounded by army gun- 
fire in Gaza City and two teena- 


gers were shot and wounded in 
the West Bank town of Qaba- 
tiyeh, Palestinian reports said. 

Also Saturday, Israel soldiers 
backed by helicopters raided the 
West Bank town of Beit Ummar 
north of Hebron and arrested 10 
residents suspected of anti-Israeli 
activities, the armay said. Palesti- 
nian said dozens of people were 
rounded up. 

Dozens of Israelis held a vigil 
in front of tbe Atilt prison where 
seven ofpicers and reserve sol- 
diers are held for refuting to 
serve in the occupied territories, 
Isrel Radio said. 

Those refusing are members of 
“Yesh Gvul” (there is a limit), a 
group that assists conscientious 
objectors who refuse to serve in 
the occupied territories. 

It was the highest 24 hour 
casualty toll in the Gaza Strip 
since a week of protests sparked 
by the murder of the Gaza 
labourers waiting for work in 
Rishon Lesion near Tel Aviv 
May 20. 

Troops and demonstrators 
clashed throughout the Strip Fri- 
day but all the wounded were in 
Rafah refugee camp where two 


weeks ago military sources had 
said the army was keeping a low 
profile as a new tactic to avoid 
dashes. 

P a le s ti ni a n s said protests began 
in Rafah when jeep patrols in the 
camp were attacked by stone- 
throwing youths. 

A group of demonstrators fled 
into a U.N. dime and troops fired 
three tear-gas cannisters after 
them, Palestinian sources said. 
Clinic staff said three patients 
required treatment for tear-gas 
inhalation. 

In Jabalya refugee camp in the 
Strip troops dispersed stone- 
throwers with water cannons and 
gravel throwers after a military 
outpost was attacked by worship- 
ers leaving tbe local mosque, 
Palestinian sources said. 

In all the occupied territories 
transport ground to a halt and 
shops and businesses were dosed 
in a general strike in memory of 
the May 20 trillings, Palestinians 
said. 

Tbe Unified Leadership of the 
Uprising, in its latest regular leaf- 
let, des i gnated tbe 20th of every 
month as a strike day in honour 
of the seven killed. 


Dozens killed in militia 
free-for-all in S. Lebanon 


NABATIYEH, Lebanon (Agen- 
cies) — Lebanon’s rival Shi’ite 
groups fought ferocious running 
battles Saturday with Palestinian 
fighters joining in on one side and 
pro-Israeli militia shelling 
everyone. 

Security sources said more than 

,000 shells fell in nine hours of 
house-to-house fighting for Jar- 
joub, killing at least 50 people 
mid wounding 70. 

They said the pro-Syrian Amal 
militia launched Eve major 

attacks to recapture the village in 
the mountainous Iqlixn Al Thffah 
area 40 kilometres south of 
Beirut, which fell to the rival 
Iranian-lacked Hizbollab Mon- 
day. 

Palestinian guerrillas, part of a 
600-man force that deployed 
Tuesday to separate Amal and 
Hizbollah, provided Amal with 
heavy artillery and rocket sup- 
port. 

As the battles raged, the 
Israeli-backed South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia pounded 

Brrhpjlah and Amal pOSttiODS 
with artillery fire from hills over- 
looking the area. 

Israeli warplanes flew over the 
m oun t ain battlezone for 
the sixth consecutive day but did 
not use their weapons. 


The security sources said the 
battles, dose to Israel’s self- 
dedared "security zone," were 
die worst since the inter-Shi’ite 
fend began three years ago. 

• "The battles are ferocious. 
Dead and wounded are tying on 
the streets of tbe village,” said 
one source. Among the dead 
were three Palestinian guerrillas 
and seven Hizbollah fighters. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and Amal forces 
were reported slashing through 
fierce resistance into the villages 
of Jaijouh and Kfar Mind, the 
main strongpoints held by Hiz- 
bollah. 

Police said about 300 Amal 
fighters and 250 Palestinians were 

"nibbling their way” into Jaijoub 
on the southwestern tip of Hsz- 
bollah’s enclave. 

A security source said tbe fight- 
ing there was “pretty much like 
the Iran-Iraq war. Hizbollah is 
pouring in fighters, despite heavy 
fire from the Palestinians and 
Amal.” 

He noted: “It’s hand-to-hand 
fighting in Jaijoub. The village 
square and tbe streets are Uttered 
with bodies. Almost every build- 
ing has been shattered,” 

Another PLO-Amai force 
fought its way into Kfar NfiDti cm 


the no r th w estern edge of tbe 
fundamentalist redoubt, police 
said. 

But a police spokesman said: 
" Hizbollah is not withdrawing 
despite the enormous pressure. 
The Hizbollahis are fighting tooth 
and nail, fighting a battle to tbe 
last bullet and dying in place.” 

Both tides were reported mov- 
ing up reinforcements and heavy 
weapons for what appeared to be 
shaping up into a showdown be- 
tween them. 

Hizbollah’s radio station 
broadcast martial music and 
flashed reports of tbe fighting. 
An announcer declared: “Q 
Allah, shatter the criminals who 
are attacking your men in Jarjoob 
O Allah, You will lead us to 
victory.” 

A Hizbollah leader. Sheikh 
Subhi Tofaih, told his fighters in a 
statement broadcast by tile radio: 
"I wish I was a bullet in your 
rifles. I wish I was dust on your 
shoes. O God's men, yon will 
win.” 

The Lebanese Red Cross 
appealed for urgent blood dona- 
tions to cope with tbe influx of 
casualties- It noted that “scores- 
•of victims remain upevacn at ed in 
the confrontation zone due to tbe 
intensity of the dashes.” 


Maghreb 

leaders 

a 

gather for 
summit 

ALGIERS (R) — North African 
leaders, faced with tbe challenge 
of a united Europe across the 
Mediterranean, gathered Satur- 
day to give a new push to their 
plans for economic intergration. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi was the first to arrive for 
Sunday's summit, the second since 
Algeria, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia 
and Mauritania formed tbe Arab 
Maghreb Union (AMU) in 
February 1989 to create their own 
common market. 

“Our agenda will be to com- 
plete the structures of buildrag 
tbe institutions of the union,” 
Qadhafi told reporters in brief 
airport remarks. 

Draft agreements lay the 
groundwork for a customs union 
whose target date is 1995, the 
elimination of double taxation 
and guarantees for inter-Maghreb 
investment. 

The Maghreb states, which 
group 65 million people from the 
Atlantic to the Eastern 
Mediterranean, fear tbe united 
Europe of 1992 and the emerg- 
ence of new democracies in East- 
ern Europe will leave them by the 
wayside. 

Burdened by foreign debt, 
stagnant industries and falling or 
fragile export earnings, they trope 
to spur development through 
inter-Maghreb investment and 
trade which now account for a 
fraction of the total. 

“The constnxtion of a Maghreb 
common market is today impera- 
tive,” the Algerian daily Al 
Moudjahid said Thursday. 

“At a time when numerous 
states are fo r ming groups, the 
Maghreb cannot allow itself to 
engage in the development battle 
in a scattered fashion." 

Other issues likely to be discus- 
sed include the rise erf Muslim 
fundamentalism and tbe 14-year- 
old war of independence against 
Morocco by Algerian-backed 
Polisario guerrillas. 

Muslim fundamentalists, riding 
a wave of economic and social 
discontent, pose a challenge 
throughout North Africa and one 
Islamist party, the Islamic Salva- 
tion Front, swept to victory in 
local elections fast month in host 
country Algeria. 

“P hiuiamHifiilkm is Dpt on the 
agenda but tbe heads of state can 
talk about anything they want,” 
one Maghreb ambassador told 
Reuters. "Personally I titink the 
f undamen talist victory in Algeria 
will have an impact on the con- 
struction of the union.” 


Arabs step up 
Gulf mediation 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Arab 
mediators contacted President Sad- 
dam Hussein Saturday in a bid to 
defuse an ofl and territory dispute 
with Kuwait. 

B ag hda d Radio said Saudi Arabia’s 
Foreign Minister Prince Saud Al Fais- 
al h a nd e d Hussein a letter from King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia on "develop- 
ments in tbe region." 

It gave no details. But Fahd and 
other Arab leaders have been making 
intense efforts to settle tbe crisis 
which has jangled nerves in the Gulf 
region. 

Egypi's state-run Middle East 
News Agency (MENA) reported that 
President Hosni Mubarak telephoned 
Hussein Saturday and said that Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz was ex- 
pected to fly to Cairo Sunday. 

Another me di ato r. Arab League 
Secretary -General ChadE KUbi, met 
in Kuwait with the emir. Sheikh Jaber 
Al Ahmad Al Sabah. Saturday before 
flying to Bagfaiad. 

Iraq’s official radio quoted an 
anonymous government spokesman 
as attacking Kuwait for sending a 
memorandum to tbe UJ4. Security 
Council explaining its position . 

The spokesman said the move, 
meant “Kuwaiti rulers have given up 
tbe Arab option and insist on carrying 


out an imperialist plot against Iraq.’’ 

Tbe controversy was sparked when 
Iraq told the Arab League that 
Kuwait stole S2.4 billion worth of 
Iraqi oil over the past decade and had 
built rmfitaty bases on its territory. 

President Hussein implicitly ac- 
cused Kuwait and tbe United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) of overproducing 
and forcing tbe price of oil to plum- 
met by 30 per cent this year. Bath the 
small Gulf states rejected tbe charge. 

Egyptian Oil Minister Abdul Hath 
Kandeel said Cairo believed curbing 
output was che way to solve the crisis. 
He was quoted by Cairo's state- 
owned daily newspaper Al Ahram 
Saturday as saying Egypt was pressing 
ofl prochicing states for restraint. 

Kuwait's trade union federation 
accused Iraq of "a virtual declaration 
of war" while tbe Iraqi press sssafled 
Kuwait for trying to internationalise 
the issue by contacting the United 
Nations. 

Kfibi, who arrived in Kuwait Fri- 
day, also discussed the crisis with 
Prime Minister Saad AJ Abdullah Al 
Sabah Saturday. 

The talks followed several days of 
telephone and shuttle diplomacy by 
the GulTs kings, emirs and foreign 
ministers aimed at preventing the 
crisis from escalating. 


‘ Iraq’s parliament Thursday called 
overproduction by Kuwait and the 
UAE "a new war” against Iraq. 

The Kuwaiti trade unions’ state- 
ment said Iraq’s charges to tbe Arab 
League “qualify as a direct military 
action with tbe threats it entails on 
Arab solidarity.” 

Political analysts in the region cons- 
idered a shooting war between 
Kuwait and Iraq unlikely and felt that 
Baghdad was probably content to 
warn Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) ovetpro- 
ducets against exceeding their quotas 
again. 

OPEC minis ters are due to meet in 
Geneva on July 26 to discuss bow to 
raise prices above the minimum refer- 
ence price of S18 a barrel. 

Before the row Wew up Tuesday. 
Kuwait and tbe UAE had agreed to 
cut production to around 1.5 million 
barrels per day, removing some 
800,000 bpd from tbe gluned market- 
place. 

_ There were no reports from either 
side of any military buildup along the 
disputed frontier. Kuwait put its 
20, 300-strong armed forces on alert 
Wednesday, but cancelled that Thurs- 
day night. 

(Continued on page 4) 


Gorbachev hits trouble again 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Mikhafl Gorbachev feces fresh 
problems on three fronts — 
renewed ethnic violence, de- 
mands for a better sovereignty 
deal by some Soviet republics 
and ways of introducing a mar- 
ket economy. 

Amid clashes in the south 
and more secessionist rumb- 
lings in tiie Baltic north, Gor- 
bachev appeared to run into 
trouble Friday when he tried to 
sell a new onion treaty to lead- 
ers of die 15 Soviet republics ax 
a day-long Kremlin meeting. 

Rafik Ntshanov, chairman of 
one of two houses of parlia- 
ment, reproached some of the 
republics during the meeting 
for failing to declare they would 
sign the new treaty, the inde- 
pendent news agency Interfax 
reported. 

And Lithuanian Prime Minis- 
ter Kazirmera Prunskiene told 
Reuters she declared at the 
Kremlin session that her rebel 
republic would not sign a treaty 
that made it part of the Soviet 
Union. 

Gorbachev has proposed a 
new onion treaty as a way of 
devolving central Kremlin au- 
thority to the republics, hoping 
to accommodate the demands 
of many of them for more 


sovereignty from Moscow. 

But republics such as the 
sprawling Russian federation 
and Lithuania are already ex- 
ploring separate agreements 
with each other on trade. There 
has been little interest in sign- 
ing sweeping new deals with the 
Kremlin. 

Prunskiene said Lithuania 
hoped for a bilateral treaty with 
Moscow that would regulate 
issues such as Soviet troops in 
the -republic. She hoped for a 
solution as in East Germany, 
where Soviet troops are ex- 
pected to leave in three or four 
years. 

She said that in a separate 
meeting with her, Gorbachev 
indicated the Kremlin was 
ready for immediaie negotia- 
tions with Lithuania on its fu- 
- tore status. 

The republic declared its in- 
dependence from Moscow on 
March 11 but has agreed to 
freeze the declaration from the 
start of any talks. 

Presidents of the three Baltic 
republics — Lith uania , Latvia 
and Estonia — refused to take 
part in the Kremlin talks. 

They all sent deputies in- 
stead. While Gorbwhev met 
Prunskiene separately, he re- 
fused to meet the Latvian and 


Estonian representatives, the 
independent Estonian News 
Service (ENS) reported. 

It said Estonian representa- 
tives felt Gorbachev was ignor- 
ing Baltic wishes in pushing 
ahead for the union treaty. 

“You do not even know how 
good the new federation will 
be. You will like it," ENS 
quoted Gorbachev as telling the 
Baltic representatives. 

In Washington, Latvian 
Prime Minister Ivars Godmaxris 
met U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker and said he be- 
lieved his republic would soon 
win independence from the 
Soviet Union. 

The second high-ranking Bal- 
tic official to meet Baker in two 
days, Godmanis echoed the 
words of Estonian Foreign 
Minister Lennart Men in insist- 
ing that Moscow negotiate with 
all three Baltic republics 
together. 

The Kremlin session also fo- 
cused on the government’s 
plans — repeatedly postponed 
— for a transition to a market 
.economy, TASS said. 

Prime Munster Nikolai Ryzh- 
kov went on national television 
to seek support for the change, 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Israel to test Arrow missile in two weeks 
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TEL AVIV (Agencies) — The 
commander of the Israeli air 
force said in an interview broad- 
cast Saturday that Israel would 
likely launch its first test of die 
Arrow missile wi thin two weeks. 

The Arrow is being developed 
with U.S. strategic defence initia- 
tive (SDI) funds to combat short- 
range ballistic missiles. 

In Washington, the U.S. De- 
fence Department announced 
Friday that it would pay for the 
second phase of the Arrow prog- 
ramme. 

Washington provided 80 per 
cent of the $153 million in the 
first phase of the project, and 
Israel's defence ministry supplied 
the balance. Israel is seeking ab- 
out $200 million from the United 
States for the second phase. 

Air force commander Avihu 
Bin Nun, speaking on Israel 
Radio, said the Arrow could 
operational within five years. 

When asked if the first test 
would be launched within two 
weeks, he said: “This is a good 
assumption.” 

The Arrow, which has already 


undergone three simulated 
ground tests, is desitned to de- 
fend against ballistic missiles with 
a range of 1,000 kilometres or 
less. 

Bin Nun said the Arrow was 
needed in light of efforts by Iraq 
and Syria to develop chemical 
and nuclear warheads. 

“The Arrow can give a solution 
mainly when the threat is going to 
be an unconventional threat. Bin, 
Nun 1 said' on the radio. “If the 
Iraqis go farther with their plans 
and develop a nuclear capability, 
the Arrow could be an answer to 
stop any missile.'' * 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens said Friday after 
talks with Defence Secretary 
Dick. Cheney that he and Cheney 
discussed the Arrow in the con- 
text of U.S.-Israeli “security” re- 
lations during their three-hour 
meeting, the first high-level offi- 
cial discussions between the two 
countries since the formation of 
a right-wing Israeli government 
last month. 

“We... discussed the Arrow 
programme, to which we attach 


very great importance and as you 
know is a part fo the SDI prog- 
ramme/' Arens told reporters 
after die meeting. 

"The secretary (Qieney) said 
that the United States would sup- 
port tbe'continuation of the prog- 
ramme, stage two of the prog- 
ramme, although the details of 
the- support would have to be 
discussed,” Arens said.* 

The meeting with Cheney, 
announced Thursday, was set up 
shortly after Arens was named 
defence minister last mouth, a 
Defence Department spokesman 
said. 

Before the meeting, Israeli 
officials- said Arens would discuss 
with Cheney the possibility of 
continuing the Arrow project 
with missile production expected 
in five years. 

The Pentagon discussions and 
next month’s meeting appeared 
to signal a slight warming of 
relations between the two coun- 
tries, which have been strained 
since Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, leader of the rightist 
Likud party, baulked at a U.S. 


plan for a dialogue with Palesti- 
nians to prepare for Palestinian 
elections. 

While Cheney and Arens 
talked at a Pentagon lunch. State 
Department spokeswoman Mar- 
garet Tutwikar also faced ques- 
tions about tiie postponement of 
a scheduled meeting of a joint 
committee that coordinates the 
nearly S2 billion in U.S. military 
aid to Israel. 

Tutwiler denied the move was 
a slap at Shamir’s hew govern- 
ment. 

'The postponement was an 
agreement between the United 
States government and the 
Israeli government. As you 
know, we are in the midst of a 
budget summit and there's a great 
deal of work associated with tiie 
s ummit negotiations,” she said. 

“As a result of that, we’ve 
postponed the annual joint secur- 
ity assistant planning meeting and 
have mutually agreed with Israel 
to hold it in September to give us 
more time to prepare.” 

The ministers were not ex- 
pected to discuss Middle East 
peace efforts. The United States 
is still awaiting a definitive Israeli 
answer to its proposals to start a 


peace, dialogue with Palestinians, 
from itiie occupied territories. 

The Pentagon discussions are 
the .first at tiie mftiistezial Level 
between Israel and the United 
States since formation of a right- 
wing Israeli government in June. 

"We want to develop a credible 
basis on which to move the peace 
process forward,” said . Tutwiler. 

Arens initiated his -visit when 
Cheney contacted him to con- 
gratulate him on being named 
defence minister, a Pentagon 
spokesman said. 

'These talks are part of a 
longstanding series of discus- 
sions between die United States 


and Israeli defence secretaries, ' 
and with other friends, about a 
whole range of security issues,” 
the spokesman added. 

Arens got a “full honour” wel- 
coming ceremony at tiie Penta- 
gon, complete with ruffles and 
flourishes from the U.S. army 
band and a 19-gun salute. — 
21-gun salutes bang reserved for 
heads of state. 

Arens inspected the assembled 
U.S. troops and gave a warm 
greeting to General Cohn Powell, 
head of the U.S. Joint Griefs of 
Staff, who toured the Middle east 
tins month. 


Egyptian paper 
renews war of 
words with Arafat 
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CAIRO (Agencies) — An Egyp- 
tian newspaper Saturday renewed 
attacks ' on Yasser Arafat, chair- 
man of the Palestine Liberation 
•Organisation (PLO), for remarks 
seen as critical of Egypt's links 
with the United States. 

On Thursday, Egyptian dailies 
had quoted Arafat as telling Arab 
foreign ministers that Washing- 
ton was very generous in its aid to 
Israel, “while American aid to 
Egypt has reached the point 
where Egypt gets wheat week by 
week.” 

In an early edition of Satur- 
day's Al Akhbar newspaper, edi- 
tor-in -chief Ibrahim Saadeh 
wrote: “I don't know who among 
us went to tell (Arafat) about 
the hunger Egyptians suffer every 
time the weekly wheat shipment 
is late.” 

Referring to Arafat’s strong 
personal -links with Egypt, be 
said: “Despite this be does not let 
an occasion go by without seizing 
the chance to Stab this (Egyptian) 
identity, to try to tear it up and 
injure it — one time with injus- 
tice and a thousand and one 
times with slander.” 

An Egyptian official was 
quoted Friday as saying Egypt 
had wheat stocks of three to four 
months and another official told 
the semi-official At Abram news- 
paper, “Egypt refuses the 
slanderous campaign against it by. 
some "Arab ’parties.” " ~ 

PLO-Egyptian relations have' 
been uneasy for some time be- 
cause of a widespread feeling In 
the Palestinian movement that 
Egypt is too vulnerable to U.S. 
pressure on Middle East policy. 

Egypt receives $2.3 billion a 
year in U.S. social and military 
aid, second only to the Jewish 
state. 

The FLO, responding to the 
reactions, has said some media 
tried to distort Arafat's words. 
On Thursday Arafat sent Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak 
what the PLO called an “urgent 
and important” message. 

Meanwhile a columnist sug- 
gested that Arafat stay away from 
Cairo for 10 years. 

The Editorial blasts, authored 
by three of Egypt's top journal- 
ists, was the second on the PLO 
chairman this year. 

Although they heralded a new 
drill in Egyptian-PLO relations, 
government sources said this 
would not affect Cairo's support 
of the organisation in future Mid- 
dle East peace moves. 

Identical accounts of the critic- 
ism by Arafat and Aziz were 
published in Cairo newspapers 
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Thursday in what officials ack- 
nowledge! as a government leak. 

The reports said Arafat 
lamented the absence of Egyptian 
''Foreign Minister Esmat Abdnl- 
Mcguid from the council session, 
which had been called at ministe- 
rial level. Abdul Megnid was 
' busy in Egypt witii a visit by 
Syrian President Hafez Al Assad 
coinciding with- the league 
meeting. 

"Tell me, Abu Amman bow 
and when. will you turn up in' 
Cairo?” wrote columnist Anis 
Mansour Saturday in the leading 
newspaper Al Abram, using Ara- 
fat’s nom de guerre .“In 10 years?” 

“I swear to you ... that millions 
of. Egyptians hate the return of 
the Arab League headquarters to 
Cairo and hate even more the fact, 
that there are only 100 metres 
between the league bnflefing and 
the Nile River. The distance 
would make it difficult for them 
to throw the building into tiie 
Nile to avoid seeing your faces.” 

The-, league headquarters, 
moved from Cairo to Tunis in 
1959 to protest Egypt’s treaty 
with Israel, is to move back to the 
Egyptian capital in the fall. This 
was decided after the league en- 
ded its suspension of Egypt's 
membership last year. 

Samir Ragab, board chairman 
of the newspaper Al Gomhouria, 

, obliged tha^Hfkwfe out op 
t^Jbort role”. 

He said Palestinian leaders were 
piqued by the return of the head- 
quarters to Cairo, the scheduling 
of tiie next Arab summit in the 
Egyptian capital in November 
and the rapprochement between 
Egypt and Syria after a 12-year 
• rift. 

Ragab said Arafat seized on 
the league meeting in Tunis to 
“stab Egypt, sow disagreement 
among the Arabs and thereby 
block the way to next Novem- 
ber's summit in Cairo... Arafat is 
playing a dangerous game against 
Egypt and its Arab role.” 

A similar outburst against the 
PLO by editors of state-owned 
newspapers occurred last Febru- 
ary after the organisation failed 
to condemn explicitly an «taA 
on a bus carrying Israeli tourists 
near. Cairo. Nine of 31 Israelis 
aboard the bus were IdDed in a 
hail of automatic fire from two 
gunmen. 

The February tendon quickly 
blew over and Egypt continued to 
serve as the principal co n du i t 
between the PLO on one hand 
and the United States and Tfmy j 
on the other in regional peace 
efforts. 


snag over U.N. role 


SANAA ( AP) — A new round of 
peace talks between Eritrean re- 
bels and the Ethiopian govern- 
ment to end a 29-year-old .war 
failed to get off the ground Satur- 
day because of 'a snag over the 
United Nation’s role, officials 
and diplomats reported. 

Foreign Ministry officials, 
speaking on condition they were 
not named, said the Yemeni- 
sponsored talks were postponed 
until Aug. 15. 

They said the Eritreans wanted 
the United Nations to organise a 
plebiscite in their north Ethiopian 
province, where they have been 
waging a secessionist war since 
1961. 

But diplomatic sources, also 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, noted that such U.N. repre- 
sentation. would be difficult be- 
cause there was no U.N. resolu- 
tion on which it could be based. 

Eritrea province, Ethiopia's 
only outlet to the Red Sea, was 
under Italian rule from 1893 until 
allied armies took it in 1941. It 


Ethiopia annexed Eritrea a year ; 
later. - • 1 

A spokesmanfortoeEthiopian / 
embassy in Sanaa said that the 
Eritreiui call fOT-U-N.-repreaenra 
tion was “no problem from our 
side. It has not -been rejected by . 
us.” ' 

But he added: “It’s the United . . * 
Nations which rejects such ffflrtr-' ; 
dpation because they consdet ^ 
the problem to be an interti^^.'* 
problem... as far as I know, 
are no relevant U.N. resohttfo&^f; 
on the issue.” ^ : 

Yemen earlier this year hQS&fr~> . 
a first round of talks betWMtttieV:: 
Ethiopians and a group of-jw369" | 
factions united under the ~ 

of the Eritrean UberatiotiFroac. ^ ; 

The talks were postponed until 
later this year to allow time-for t*^ 
the Eritrean demand? for i UtNCi- 
rcpresentation to be sorted, 

The same Eritrean demand 
talks hosted by Sudan a -- yearf'’. 1 A 
earlier also broke dowri.over-the^ * 
U.N. issue. 

The strongest of the rebel^ra? 
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aadca. reasons. 

“The PSD does not alto w viola- in reply to a question aboc 

t*ons. of the law and can not arms possessed by citizens, ] 
condone acts of ‘intcDecfnal ter- said that the PSD had lately i 
rorism* be imposed by certain restrictions and made it eas» 
groeps on others as has happened people to own weapons, but 
with some who took advantage of have to be licenced in accort 
detnperacy ” with regulations. 

These licences, be said. 

He attributed the facreasein given to citizens to posses 
crimes to growing unemploy- not to carry and use 
meat, rise in prices, the do- weapons as they choose, 
terioralmg parchasing power of The PSD earlier this a 
the Jordanian dinar, the ongoing announced a sharp rise h 
socio-economic change in society, number of thefts and robber 
d iffic u lt economic conditions pre- the Kingdom in die first 
vailing in foeKingdom and the months of 1990, registering 
misinterpretation of the concept per cent increase over the 
of demooratisation among Jorda- period erf 1989. 
mans. According to the PSD, a 

Last year the PSD blamed of 262 cars were reported a 
1,000 crimes committed m Jordan in the first five months of 19 
on non-Jordanian workers em- compared to 176 in the. i 
ployed in the country who, at the period of 1989. 

Wadi Rum prepares 
to receive mountaineers 


He said that the Kingdom is 
not a major consumer or produc- 
er of drugs, but its territory is 
being used to transport the drugs 
to neighbouring states. 

“The PSD is intensifying its 
cooperation with European coun- 
tries like Germany ami France 
and with Arab conn tries at large 
to stem tbe danger of drag traf- 
ficking in the Arab area,” Fheid 
said in bis statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra. 

He said that one in every 10,000 
people in die country is regarded 
to be a drag 

Concerned about this, Fheid 
added, the PSD is bolstering Op- 
erations erf the Badia and Border 
Police Forces. 

These forces, be said, are de- 
ployed along the Jordan* aa- 
Syrian, Jordan* a n-Iraq and 
Jor danian -Saudi borders as well 
as the Aqaba and Waifi Arabs 


In reply to a question about fire 
amts possessed by citizens, Fheid 
said that the PSD had lately eased 
restrictions and made it easier for 
people to own weapons, but these 
have to be licenced in accordance 
with regulations. 

These licences, be said, are 
given to citizens to possess but 
not to carry and use their 
weapons as they choose. 

The PSD earlier this month 
announced a sharp rise in the 
number of thefts and robberies in 
the Kingdom in tbe first five 
months of 1990, registering 19.5 
per cent increase over the nanw. 
period of 1989. 

According to the PSD, a total 
of 262 cars were reported stolen 
in the first five months of 1990 as 
compared to 176 in the. same 
period of 1989. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The hfimstry 
of Tourism has completed work 
on a resthome and a camping site 
for tourists at Wadi Rnm in the 
south eastern deserts and the 
facilities will be fully operational 
by' the beginning of September 
1990,]V&nistexof Tburism Abdul 
Kaifth ’AI^Kabafffi KimoimSSd' 
Saturday. slot*" 

The Ministry of Tourism, he 
said, expects a large number of 
tourists, specially mountaineers, 
to visit the site and practise 
mountaineering. 

Kabariti was speaking at a spe- 
cial ceremony for p r esent i ng di- 
plomas and certificates of merit 
to Atiq Eid A1 Zalabieh, from the 
Wadi Rnm region, who Ins just 
completed a training course in 
Britain and Switzerland on moun- 
tain climbing and rescue opera- 


tions. 

The Ministry of Tourism fi- 
nanced his training course in pre- 
parations for making Wadi Rum 
an open sports area for campers 
and mountaineers. 

According to the minister, a 
special booklet will soon be 
issued featuring the Wadi Rum's 
sports facilities. 

Zalabieh was interviewed ab-. 
out his mission by British news- 
papers mid the British Broadcast- 
ing Corporation (BBC). 

In April last year, a group of 
Italian tourists made a two-day 
tour of desert areas in the Wadi 
Rum and Azraq region after visit- 
ing Ghor Safi mid the Dead Sea. 

The group was accompanied by 
an Italian television crew which 
shot a documentary film featuring 
the desert castles and Wadi Rnm. 



WHAT’S GOING ON 


4- Open studio sad workshop for artist Sarnia Zmu displaying 
pjlstfcm, sadptmes and hamHiafeted fabrics. Location; off 
Qrtfe, opposite Boat nth al (Mfi-U® and 3JMJ6). 

•fr Plastic art exhibition by Rndriaa and Ruba Haddad at the 
Housing Bank Complex ML 

* Exfcarftion of iMutfa^s by tea Ira^Ktist* at foe Jordan Plastic, 
Ait Association Gallery — teL No. ti 99914. 

☆ lfrrfcBitrtnN of paintings degassing Arabian aad other hocsea by 
Henri Busy at the P hB a ddfrM a HoteL 

JERASH FESTIVAL 

* Concerts by foe Jordan ArwMForcm Band ( ^ -7.^ ^), 

akadfofct rape (7M - tsM) and a Yemeni folk tompe(p3B- 
>J 0 pjn.) at foe Faram. 

* Poets m! poetry at Artemis Steps (7K» - MO pjn.). 

■ft Concert by a Franck pariet al Artends Steps MO pja. 

* Concerts by Al Fuhab ring!®! tnmpe rt'foe South Theatre — 
930 - 



TWr Royal mg fan cjn Crown Prince Hasson and 
Frimaas SanO, who wtrnn i l hone Saturday 
from ristta to Britain and Spain, vc recrired upon 


arrival by His Royal Highnes s Prince Fain! (Petni 
photo) 


Crown Prince returns 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
returned home Saturday after a 
working visit to the United King- 
dom during which he met with 
British Foreign Secretary Doug- 
las Hurd. 

Prince Hassan and Hurd held 
talks on the situation in the Mid- 
dle East region, developments in 
the European arena and bilateral 
relations between Jordan and 
Britain. 

Prince Hassan has also visited 
Durham University where he re- 
ceived an honorary doctorate de- 
gree in civil law in appreciation 
for his role at the Jordanian and 
the international levels. Tbe de- 
gree is given to statesmen who 
contrib u ted to the development 


of their countries. 

During his visit the Crown 
Prince held meetings with journa- 
listic institutions and explained 
the different aspects of the Arab-' 
Israeli conflict and tbe immigra- 
tion of Soviet Jews to Israel. 

Prince Hassan also visited 
Spain at the invitation of King 
Juan Carlos. Prince Hassan met 
the Spanish Prime Minister Phfi- 
Kppe Gonzalez and held talks 
with him on the Middle East 
situation and the cultural rela- 
tions betwen Jordan and Spain. 

Prince Hassan also took part in 
an Iberian-Latin American- Arab 
conference held in Seville to en- 
hance cultural dialogue between 
the Arab and Latin American 
states and to bolster cooperation 


King receives Turkish, Saudi cables 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Satur- 
day received two cables from 
Turkish President Turgnt 
Ozal, sent in reply to a cable of 
condolences over the death of 
the TUrldsh pilgrims in AI 
Mu’euem tunnel incident at 
tbe beginning of July and from 
King Fahd Dm Abdul Aziz of 
Saudi Arabia in reply to a 
cable by the King after ending 


his visit to Saudi Arabia last 
week. King Fahd expressed his 
joy over King Hussein's visit 
and wished the King good 
health and happiness and the 
Jordanian people farther prog- 
ress and prosperity. 

King cong rat ulates 
Poland 

King Hussein Saturday sent 


a cable to Polish President 
Wojdecfa Jarnzelski in which 
he congratulated him in his 
name and on behalf of the 
Jordanian government and 
people on Poland's national 
day anniversary. King Hussein 
wished Jarnzelski good health 
and happiness and the Polish 
people further progress and 
prosperity. 


Pakistani judge calls for 
Islamic support for Jordan 


By Ira Wahbch 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan deserves 
the support of the entire Isla- 
mic World in its efforts to 
liberate the holy places from 
Israeli occupation and it is an 
Islamic duty to extend such 
assistance to the Kingdom, 
according to the Chief Islamic 
Justice of Pakistan. 

Jordan is doing “everything 
it can” to free the Israeli- 
occupied territories and “it is 
the duty of every Muslim to 
extend all forms of support” 
for tiie Kingdom in its en- 
deavours, said Sheikh Gul 
Mohammad Khan. 

Sheikh Khan, who presides- 
over tbe Federal Sharia Court; 
of Pakistan, said be found that! 
P akist an could benefit from 
Jordan's experience in ap- 
plying Sharia law, “an experi- 
ence that goes bade to the time 
of the -Turkish Ottoman 
empire.” 

Sheikh Khan pointed out 
that his country, which was 
created in 1947, bad very little 
experience in applications of 
Islamic laws until 1976 when 
then Prime Minister Zulfikar 
Afi Bhutto enacted a series of 
legislations. In comparison. 
Sheikh Khan said, Islamic laws 
were in practice in the region 
even after World War L when 
the Ottoman Empire disinte- 
grated -and the Emirate of 
Transjordan was created in 
1920. 

He noted that His Majesty 
King Hussein, realising the 
need to absorb issues such as 
insurance, inheritance, etc. 
into the legislation of the coun- 
try, modified the “majalla,” 
which dates back to the Otto- 
mans, and enacted new legisla-. 
turn in 1976. 

In Pakistan, under the influ- 
ence of the British and under 
several military rulers. Sharia 
could not be applied tall 1976 
when Bhutto changed direc- 
tion totally to Islam . Qadianis 
(followers- of Mina Ghulam 
Ahmad, self-proclaimed 
prophet, who do not believe in 
the finality of the prophet 
Mohammad) were declared 
non-Muslims. Gambling was 
hammy! as being against Islam 
and so was the use of liquors 
and intoxicants. “By 1979 
Islam wm enfonxd fa itt total- 
ity" ami under Mohammad Zfa 
U1 Haq, who toppled Bhutto in • 
a coup but followed in the 


prime minister's moves in en- 
forcing Islamic laws, the trend 
was further strengthened. The 
moves culminated in the crea- 
tion of the Federal Sharia 
Court chaired by Sheikh Khan, 
who was previously a judge at 
the Lahore High Court. 

Replying questions about his 
background. Sheikh Khan 
volunteered to explain that he 
was not involved in the trial of 
Bhutto, who was sentenced to 
death on murder charges and 
was hanged in 1979. “I was a 
judge at the Lahore court, but 
not in the same court which 
ordered the death sentence,” 
be said. 

Asked what specific areas of 
cooperation between Jordan 
and Pakistan in Islamic affnii v 
were covered daring his talks 
here, Khan said: “as Muslims, 
followers of Islam, cooperation 
is all encompassing, covering 
afi realms as the Holy Book 
covers all aspects of life.” 

During his stay here. Sheikh 
Khan held talks with King 
Hussein, Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran, Justice Minis- 
ter Yousef Mbeideen, Minister 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Ali Al Faqir, Chief Islamic 
Justice Mohammad Mheilan, 
other senior officials as well as 
judges and members of Parlia- 
ment. 

In reply to another question, 
Sheikh Khan reiterated Pakis- 
tan’s known postions in sup- 
port of the Palestinian cause, 
but framed the stance in an 
Islamic perspective. “The 
Kabaa, tbe Mosque of the 
Holy Prophet and Al Quds are 
very near to a Muslim’s heart,”, 
he said. “Al Quds is tbe first 
Kabaa of Islam. No Muslim 
will live with the fact that this 
holy place is in the control of 
any part other than Muslims 
themselves. No sacrifice wifi be 
too much for taking tbe control 
back.” 

“It is the duty of every Mus- 
lim to extend support for Jor- 
dan, in whatever form, in its 
efforts to liberate tbe holy 
places but all support should 
come within the laws of tins 
country ” be added. 

The Zndo-Pakistan dispute 
over Kashmir was characte- 
rised by Sheikh Khan as one of 
honouring of connuitmests. 
He said that tbe g ov e r n ment of 
India bad comm i tt e d before 
the United Nations that Kash- 
mir was a “disputed territory*’ 
and that Kashmiris alone were 





• / 

■i. 


entitled to decide their fate. 
“Hus feet is not in dispute,” he 
said. “It is an admitted, inter- 
nationally accepted position,” 
and any moves to settle the 
problem should start from this 
'point. 

“How do laving a woman 
prime minister and Islamic law 
fit?” 

“In Pakistan we have a 
democratic set up,” replied the 
judge, a graduate from Britain. 
“Our constitution does not dfe- 
criminate between men and 
women. If the people want a 
woman prime minister, in a 
democratic set up the law pre- 
vails. Besides, our prime 
minister is a very intelligent, 
active person who has gained 
immense popularity.” 

Sheikh Khan, who was care- 
ful in answering every question 
in dearly set-out legal terms 
and perspectives, skirted a 
direct question on an ongoing 
case involving a Jordanian ac- 
cused of being a member of the 
Qadtani sect He noted that 
Pakistan had declared its 
Qadianis as “non-Muslims” 
and therefore not subject to 
the Islamic law that is applic- 
able to an “apostate” — some- 
one who slanders or defames 
teachings of the Holy Koran 
and Prophet Mohammad. 
“The law and punishment will 
apply when a Muslim becomes 
a Qadiani,” he said. “We are 
not concerned if a non-Muslim 
becomes a Qadiani” since 
neither the origin nor the coiK 
veraon involve Islam as a reli- 
gion. It is estimated that Pakis- 
tan has over four million 
Qadianis. 

Sheikh Khan h accompanied 
ton his visit by bis family. He 
leaves Jordan on July 23 for 
Turkey and Rngland. 


House approves abolition of NMI 


By a Jordaxm Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Lower House 
of Parliament Saturday approved 
a motion moved by tire govern- 
ment to abolish die 1987 law 
establishing the National Medical 
Institution (NMI). 

The House was acting upon 
recommendations from both its 
legal and health committees. The 
NMI was established in 1987 and 
intended to group all health ser- 
vices provided by the Armed 
Forces, the Ministry of Health 
and the universities under one 
umbrella. 

The House decision, however, 
drew a 2-hour debate. Most de- 
puties agreed that the concept of 
unifying medical services in one 


body was a sound one, but in- 
sisted that that 1987 law and its 
application had their shortcom- 
ings. 

Hie NMI had earlier in the 
year come under fierce attack 
from deputies and the public for 
allegations of mismanagement . 
Informed sources say that some 

of the institutions merged and 
many doctors, especially Armed 
Forces doctors, were against tbe 
NMI. 

Deputies and both the legal 
and the health committees prop- 
osed that the government draft a 
new legislation to replace tbe 
NMI law. The legal committee, 
reporting to the House, said it has 
got a pledge from tire government 
to this effect. 

“It does not matter cancelling 
or retaining the NMI,” tbe legal 


committee said in its verdict, 
“most important is keeping all 
medical services under one cen- 
tral authority.” 

Tbe committee proposed a 
higher health council to group all 
health services. Deputies also 
proposed that medical personnel 
in the different institutions re- 
ceive equal salaries and benefits. 

At the moment tbe Aimed 
Froces doctors and medical per- 
sonnel get higher salaries and 
enjoy better fringe benefits. 

Leftist deputy Bassam Hadda- 
din protested that “establishing 
the NMI was a hasty decision and 
cancelling it is hasty too.” ■* 
Haddadin proposed that tbe 
government draft a new law for 
the institution that would ensure 
better health services. 


between them in all possible 
fields. Prince Hassan delivered 
tbe opening address at the confer- 
ence. 

The Crown Prince also laid the 
foundation stone for the Jorda- 
nian wing at Seville International 
Fair which wifi open in 1992. 

Prince Hassan was received 
upon arrival in Amman by His 
Royal Highness Prince Faisal Dm 
Al Hussein, Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran, Royal Court 
Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
Speaker of tbe Upper House of 
Parliament Ahmad Al Lawzi, 
Speaker of the Lower House of 
Parliament Suleiman Arar, the 
King’s political advisor Adnan 
Aba Odeh, chief chamberlain 
and several senior officials. 



Minister of Youth Ib rahim G h a h a h u h eh Saturday opens the Ajkm youth camp Bor Jordanian ex- 
patriates (Petra photo) 

Youth camp opened In Ajlouro 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Youth Ibrahim Ghababsheh 
Saturday deputised for His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan in 
opening a week-long youth camp 
an. which expatriate young Jorda-. 
'mans are 'taking part. 

The camp, organised in 
Ajlotm, has 100 youths who work 


or study abroad. 

“The Ministry of Youth seeks 
to maintain strong ties with 
Jordanians abroad, at all levels, 
through constant correspondence 
and by supplying the news about 
their country and various youth 
activities taking part in the King- 
dom,” said the minister in an 


address at tbe opening ceremony. 

Participants will listen to a 
series of lectures of political, 
cultural and ec o nomic nature and 
wifi go on tours to different cities 
and archaeological sites in Jor- 
dan. They will also meet promin- 
ent people from tbe private and 
public sectors. 


AFFI meeting tackles the 
problem of food sufficiency 


AMMAN (Petra) — The ques- 
tion of food sufficiency has now 
become an important strategy of 
international dimensions and its 
importance is increased every day 
due to tbe recurring deficit of 
food production, Cotrndl of Arab 
Economic Unity (CAEU) 
Secretary-General Hassan 
Ibrahim said Saturday. 

“The Arab Fe dera tion for 
Food Industries (AFFI) is trying 
through various efforts and at all 
levels to boost agricultural pro- 
duction and increase food proces- 


sing operations noth the purpose 
of ensuring food security which, 
in turn, can ensure sovereignty 
and independence for Arab 
states,” Ibrahim said in an 
address at the opening session of 
a three-day meeting organised by 
the AFFI at tbe Amman-based 
CAEU. 

The AFFI, he said, is- consi- 
dered one of tbe most important 
Arab League agencies in econo- 
mic fields. 

Tbe meeting, the 18th of its 


kind, is scheduled to discuss the 
AFFI's activities in 1990 and to 
pave the way for a pan-Arab 
meeting to discuss vegetable oil 
processing industries and bold 
seminars on economic matters 
related to the manufacture of 
soap and chemical detergents as 
well as tiie projected Arab fitir for 
food industries. 

- According to Ibrahim, the food 
industries' situation in foe Israeli- 
held Arab lands and AFFI’s plans 
for 1991 mil also be among foe 
topics for discussion. 


Insurance companies protest 
T O per cent additional fee 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Insurance 
companies operating in Jordan 
have appealed to the government 
to cancel an additional 10 per 
cent fee imposed as of last month 
on all insurance policies except 
life insurance. 

A memorandum submitted to 
Minister of Industry and Trade 
Zjyad Fariz said that tbe addi- 
tional 10 per cent charge was 
bound to obstruct the work of all 
insurance companies and inflict 
heavy losses on them. 

Tbe memorandum, submitted 
by the President of the Jordanian 
Federation of Insurance Com- 
panies, said that insurance on 
cars would be specially affected 


Gorbachev 

(Continued from page 1) 

announcing a pay rise for seven 
million teachers and health 
wo rk e rs. 

But Russian Federation Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin's rival plan 
for a market economy — dub- 
bed the “500 day confidence 
mandate,” — was also released 
by Interfax. It called for 
guaranteed private property 
rights in the first 100 days. 

Meanwhile unrest continued 
in the Soviet South and Central 
Asia. 

Police hunted an Azerbaijani 
man after five people were kil- 
led and 10 wounded in an ex- 
plosion on a train near the 
Black Sea. In Armenia, 
nationalists stole weapons, shot 
at and set fire to government 


since people who used to fully 
insure their vehicles will now opt 
for a third-party-insurance to cut 
down on expenses and those in- 
sured against fire will cancel their 
insurance policies since they are 
not forced by law to make such 
insurance. 

The memorandum also pointed 
out that merchants insuring their 
imported -goods will turn to fore- 
ign companies which offer re- 
duced insurance rates; those 
making accidents insurance' poli- 
cies are bound to cancel them 
since this practice is not obliga- 
tory by law. 

The memorandum submitted a 
substitute set of proposals, should 


foe petition for cancelling foe 10 
per c^nt extra charge prove un- 
acceptable. 

It suggested that an additional 
tax be imposed on car owners, 
more fees be imposed on impor- 
ters of foreign products, a new 
tax be imposed on a merchant 
upon obtaining licence for ex- 
ercising the profession. 

The substitute set of regula- 
tions as suggested by the federa- 
tion, the memorandum noted, 
can ensure the extra a mo un t s erf 
fees sought by the g o ve r n m ent to 
finance the Civil Defence opera- 
tions wind* necessitated the im- 
posation of the 10 per cent extra 
fee in the first place. 
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Paper tiger will fall 

IF there is ever a need for an Arab oil producing states’ 
summit, it is now. With differences between OPEC’s Arab 
states simmering for sometime and the gap between formal 
agreement and actual implementation widening more than 
ever between OPEC countries in general, it is high time that 
Arab OPEC countries put their heads and hearts, and in 
due coarse their act, together. The world at large is most 
certainly exploiting the inability or unwillingness of the 
OPEC countries to enforce what they solemnly undertake to 
honour and implement This Is particularly so in the 
Western industrial countries which have been taking them 
for an easy ride for much too long. Part of the problem lies 
in the fact that some OPEC countries subscribe reluctantly 
to the majority view without real commitment to abide by 
such a position. It would be wiser, therefore, to devise 
another formula for decision taking within OPEC with a 
view to assuring unanimity instead of manipulating consen- 
sus on matters that are most vital to the member states 
especially quota guidelines. Tin now OPEC as an organisa- 
tion has been continually haunted by the problem iff 
discrepancy between word and deed and until this problem 
is effectively rectified, there is neither a future for the 
organisation nor for its member states. 

From an Arab point of view, it would be prudent to keep 
in perspective at all times that.oil energy is an exhanstable 
source of wealth. The time when Arab ofi sources dry op, 
affected Arab states would not only lose an economic edge 
but also a political chip. In an future global bargainings cm 
aD levels, Arab ofl wells win be highly prized and coveted 
bargaining chips that should not be squandered. In this vein 
the Arab perspective and priorities need not always 
correspond with those of other non-Arab OPEC members. 
And if OPEC as presently constituted is doomed to become a 
paper tiger, the Arab ofl producing states need to form their 
own dub to preserve and protect their special interests and 
priorities. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fabcti Faiwk 


Huge surplus In 1989 balance mt payments 



Israeli newspapers did not conceal the feet that Israeli Defence 
Minister Moshe Arens* current visit to the United States is 
connected with the present Kuwaiti-Iraqi crisis over oil produc- 
tion and prices, said A1 Ral Arabic daily Saturday. These papers 
also disclosed indirectly that Washington is disturbed over Iraq’s 
growing military power and is determined to prevent any Arab 
country from acquiring sufficient military might to achieve parity 
with load, the paper added. The paper expressed the view that 
Washington is trying to internationalise the Kowaiti-Iraqi issue so 
that it can find a convenient role for Israel to interfere by dealing 
a blow to Iraq, supported by the United States, similar to the 1956 
aggression on Egypt, n. - ' *he Arab nation against a major 
Israeli-U.S. strike against the Iraqi installations as the Arabs in 
general and Iraq and Kuwait in particular are involved in solving 
the ofl dispute. The paper said that the United States was trying to 
seize the opportunity of East-West detente and the on-going 
international developments in order to deal a blow to the Arab 
nation, create new realities in the Middle East region and ensure 
the permanent occupation of Arab land in Palestine. The paper 
called on Arab countries to consider the U.S. -Israeli threats 
seriously and take proper action for self-defence. 

A columnist in A1 Ra'i Saturday expresses dissatisfaction with the 
notion of linking the proposed National Charter with the 
democratisatiou process in the Kingdom. Fakhri Kawar says that 
the charter has not been formulated yet, and the government is 
delaying any action in allowing political parties to establish their 
foothold in the democratisatiou process. The government is not 
allowing new political newspapers to appear and is dra gging its 
feet over issuing a new press and publication law until and when 
the charter has been completed, the writer notes. This charter 
could take three months or three years to complete; and it seems 
that the government is delaying any action until this charter has 
been approved, a process that could take indefinite time, Kawar 
adds. Democracy , he notes, is not a legislative authority but it is a 
process that comes after free elections regardless of the presence 
of any National Charter. Democracy, he adds, requires from ns to 
open the door for the masses to form political parties, issue 
newspapers and organise the public’s various sectors. The writer 
expresses the view that the National Charter is not needed at 
present since the Jordanian constitution can provide all the 
necessary elements for the democratisation process. 

Al Dustour dafly expressed hope that the Arab l«ign« will find a 
proper formula to defuse the Iraqi-Kuwaiti dispute and safeguard 
the Arab nation's higher interests. The paper said that the United 
States was quick to seize the o p p or t u nity and disrupt Arab 
solidarity, amply because it aims to thwart any attempt by the 
Arab nation to unify its stand and pool its resources in 
confrontation with the common Israeli enemy. The United States 
is also keen on retaining its fleets and armed forces in the Gulf to 
maintain its supremacy there depending on regional confl i cts, the 
paper added. What we need now, said the paper, is to prevent any 
foreign intervention in the inter-Arab row; and tins can be done 
by giving the Arab League a free hand to settle the Iraqi-Kuwaiti 
issue once and for all. 


The Central Bank of Jordan 
issued a preliminary balance of 
payments for the year 1989. 
The statement reflected a sur- 
plus of JD 360 motion, a sur- 
prising result which should 
have raised die cariosity of 
those who compiled the figures 
to look for a posable mistake, 
that could have caused the 
outcome winch was too good 
to be believed. 

Taking the figures of the 
balance of payments at their 
face value, we find that the 
Jordanian economy has turned* 
around overnight to a surplus 
economy. The current 
account, which posted a deficit 
of JD 118 million in 1987, and 
JD 105 million in 1988, some- 
how did not only reduce the 
deficit gradually as was plan- 
ned over five years; it also 
showed a surplus in the magni- 
tude of JD 223 million in 1989, 
a net improvement of JD 328 
milli on in one year. 

It is understandable and ex- 
pected that the devaluation of 
the Jordanian dinar should 
help the balance of trade. It is 
equally conceivable that the 
economic adjustment prog- 
ramme adopted since arid 


April 1989, should improve die 
balance of payments, being the 
mirror that reflects the interac- 
tion between Jordan and the 
World. However, it never 
occurred to any observer or 
policy maker that Jordan could 
achieve tins impressive result 
in a matter of months. The 
credit for the bottom line of 
the balance of payments may 
be a big mistake in the metho- 
dology or a huge deficiency in 
the data given to, or collected 
or estimated by the Central 
Bank. 

The deficit in the balance of 
commodities narrowed from 
JD 638 million in 1988 to JD 
S77 million in 1989, a new 
improvement of JD 61 millkra. 
This was much less than ex- 
pected in view of the reduction 
of imports and growth of ex- 
ports, but we should question 
the increase in the surplus of 
the balance of services by JD 
128 million, "especially when 
the Minister of Finance has 
'already projected some 
worsening in the balance of 
services but to a lesser degree 
than the improvement in the 
balance of commodities and he 
expected the final outcome to 


remain positive. 

The figures in the balance of 
payments suggest that iocom- ; 
ing remittances from Jordanian 
expatriates abroad rose by 7 
per cent in terms of JD’s,- white, 
at the' same time outgoing re- 
mittances of guest workers in 
Jordan dropped by 9 per cent. 
These figures contradict our 
impressions, but that is not, by 
itself an evidence that the fi- 
gures are wrong, only that they 
should be examined critically. 

The capita] account showed 
a big surplus as well. The gov- 
ernment repayed JD 223 mil- 
lion to foreign lenders during 
1989, while borrowing JD 348 
million, thus the net borrowing 
for the year would be in the 
order of JD 125 million. This 
result, if accurate, was made 
possible thanks to reschedul- 
ing. Perhaps the major part of 
the increase in the external 
public debt was caused by the 
capitalisation of interest, 
rather than a fresh transfer of 
funds. 

. Apparently the reason be- 
hind these questionable figures 
in the balance of payments is 
the subs tantial change in the 
exchange rate. Banks’ foreign 
assets were translated into JDs 


at the current exchange rate 
which naturally showed a 
nominal increase, while the 
foreign liabilities of the gov- 
ernment were not adjusted up, 
in terms of IDs to reflect toe . 
new exchange rate; otherwise 
government liabilities to fore- 
ign lenders would have made a 
big jump. 

On the otoer hand it is sus- . 
pected that the huge surplus of 
JD 360 million in the banking . 
sector could have been partial . 
iy caused by double (Xnmting. 
On one 'hand, commercial 
banks’ exchange deposits in. 
foreign currencies, and on toe 
other 35 per cent of the foreign 
currency deposits in toe com- 
mercial banks are being depo- 
sited with, the Central Bank. Is 
it possible that the same dollars 
were counted twice, while the 
liabilities in foreign exchange, 
of the Central Bank woe not 
brought Into the picture be- 
cause they belong to residents. . 

In general, the preliminary 
figures of the balance of pay- 
ments were not sufficiently 
convincing. They need full ex- 
planation on the bases and 
methods of compilation, espe- 
cially when it comes to the 
changes in the outstanding 


. value of assets and liabilities of 
botb the government and the 
banking sector. . 

. Until then, the official ba- 
lance of payments for 1989 
could not be safety used as an 
eoofldnnc policy and decision 
malting tool in 1990, otherwise 
the economic adjustment prog- 
ramme will be rendered obso- 
lete.-; 

- Stow the purpose of the 
balance of. payments is to 
laimmiiria* the country's trans- 
actions with the outside world, . 
we wish that the Central Bank 
would prepare another balance 
of payments, expressed in dol- 
lars. This will avoid toe prob- 
lem of revaluation of foreign, 
assets and liabilities, and toe 
distortion that must arise from 
tbe comparison of values calca : 
la ted in different exchange . 
rates, especially when the dif- 
ference is in fhe order of 77 per 
cent, resulting from an effec- 
tive devaluation of the JD by 
44 per cent. It is quite a para- 
dox to say correctly that Jor- 
dan’s imports. destined by 12 
per cent to dollar tenns while 
the balance of paymetos daims- 
that imports rose by 19 per 
cent in JDs. 


' CRT officials confirmed that j 
there was no don ble co un ting 
of foreign assets, andadmitted 
frat no-ree valuation of exter- 
nal indebtedness has taken 

place. They also stat^ that. 
capitalised interest of around 
$700 million was not accounted 
for in toe balance of payments, : 

because it was- compiled on * 
cash bass and re&'transac- 
lions, while the capitalisation, 
of interest .was "performed on 

paper only,, therefore it was 
not reflected; to .the current 
account under investment re- 
turns. Had the Cetnial r BanK 
dealt with capitalisation rif to-r 
terest as a: fieto. ’ loan r from 
lenders to finance tbe paymeut 
of due interest, tife surpluS'm' 
toe. current. . account ■; would : 
have been ccmvralcdr tp. a.'de-" : 
fidt of JD 177 V 

The Jordanian balance of ' 
payments .in doII^^,,_prepared 
by the experts of tifeTMF did 
just that. They ended upwith a 
bottom tine. of to 
deficit to 1989. A^A^'-wIiy--' 
tbe're-cchedtiltoga^adjcst-' 
meat programme if -Jordan 1 has 
really become/ surplus 
country? - V r - . .. - " • 


Kenya gripped bj 
winds of change 


By Dktrikke Schanche 

The Associated Press 


NAIROBI, Kenya — The winds 
of democracy blowing from East- 
ern Europe have readied Kenya, 
setting off bloody street battles in 
wfaat has been considered toe 
most stable nation of black 
Africa. 

Several political explosions 
have rocked Africa south of the 
Sahara this year. Mass demands 
for reform have shaken other 
one-paity governments in Ivory 
Coast, Gabon, Zambia, Came- 
roon, Zaire and Bento. 

Analysts say the -protests re- 
flect awareness that one-party 
rule was swept aside in Eastern 
Europe last year and the weari- 
ness of Africans with leadership 
that often is authoritarian and 
corrupt. 

In Kenya, at least 28 people 
were killed to riots that began at a 
banned rally for multi|Jarty poli- 
tics July 7. Tbe demonstrators 
stoned a plainclothes policeman 
and police responded with tear 
gas and gunfire, starting four days 
of street battles dial spread to 
other parts of tbe country. 

Multiparty democracy "is an 
international catchword which 
has been adopted by all those 
who have a grievance against the 
government,” said a Western di- 
plomat based in Nairobi. 

“They may not know what it 
means, bnf they know that they 
are unhappy and that what 
they’ve got hasn’t worked,” said 
toe diplomat, who spoke on con- 
dition he not be identified 
further. 

Rising food prices, skyrocket- 
ing debt, swelling populations 
and steady economic dedtoe have 
added fuel to the political fires. 

In Zambia, a failed coup on 
July 1 followed five days of the 
worst urban violence in the na- 
tion's history. At least 23 people 
were killed in student riots over 
food price increases. 

The students also demanded 
Western-style democracy and die 
ouster of President Kenneth 
Kaunda, who leads the United 
National Independence Party, 
since 1972 the only legal political 
movement in the Southern Afri- 
can country. 

Protests of austerity measures 
and corruption in Ivory Coast in 
March grew into violent anti- 
government demonstrations de- 
manding an end to the 30-year 
reign of President Felix 
Houphooet-Boigny. 

He was forced to legalise poli- 
tical organisations other than his 
own Democratic Party. 

President Omar Bongo of- 
Gabon installed a multiparty sys- 
tem to May after a coup attempt 
late last year and student protests 
to January and February. France 
sent troops to protect oil workers 
when more riots broke out to 
May. 

Bento dropped a Marxist- 
Leninist style of government late 
last year and adopted political - 
pluralism. 

Paul Biya, Cameroon's presi- . 
dent, came to power to 1983 
promising more democracy, but 
his government has cracked down 
on advocates of pluralism since 
February. 

Six people were killed at a 
pro-democracy rally and author- 
ities arrested 10 prominent 


4 ex-ministers cited in corruption 




citizens who tried to form an 
alternative party to his Democra- 
tic Rally of the Cameroon’s 
People. 

Kenya’s president, Daniel 
Arap Moi, appears to be follow- 
ing the Cameroonian model. 

His government has arrested 
and charged more than 1,400 
people in connection with the 
riots and threatens continued nse 
of force against pro-democracy 
demons .tors. Seventeen people 
'have ’ .en detained without 
charge, including toe most prom- 
inent adoveates of multiparty 
politics. 

Moi, who has governed Kenya 
since 1978, contends political 
pluralism would result in tribal- 
based parties, ethnic divisions 
and even warfare among Kenya’s 
approximately 40 tribes. 

A constitutional amendment to 
1982 declared Kenya African 
National Union the only legal 
political organisation, formalising 
a situation that had existed since 
toe last opposition party was ban- 
ned to 1969. 

This year, a loose alliance of 
politicians, lawyers and church 
leaders began demanding reform 
on grounds the one- party system 
had led to corruption, election 
rigging and increasingly author- 
itarian rule. 

Signs of economic distress 
accompany the pressure for re- 
form. 

Kenya has experienced steady 
growth since independence to 
1963, bat recent gains have been 
connected to foreign aid, now 
almost one-third of tbe budget, 
and tourism, sure to be slowed by 
the turmoil. 

In recent years, Kenya’s 23 ' 
million people have been 
squeezed by double-digit infla- 
tion and stagnant incomes. Prices 
of such basic commodities as 
flour and sugar have risen under 
economic restructuring plans of 
the World Bank and Internation- 
al Monetary Fund. 

Economic growth to 1989 was 
put at 5 per cent, but population 
growth was nearly 4 per cent, one 
of the world’s highest rates. 

In a pastoral letter last month. 
Roman Catholic bishops 
lamented a widening gap between 
rich and poor. Summing up what 
they called ethical questions of 
justice and human rights, the 
bishops said; 

“What has emerged clearly 
from toe public debate on the 
political system is a genera] 
agreement that the present struc- 
tures have weaknesses that need 
to be set right.” 

The Organisation of African 
Unity addressed similar issues at 
its annual meeting last week in 
Addis Ababa, capital Ethiopia. 

noting that fundamental 
changes were occuring to Africa 
and the world, the member na- 
tions pledged in a final communi- 
que to “recommit ourselves to j 
toe full democratisation of our j 
societies.” 

Moi was not present for tbe 
declaration. He left the meeting 
on its first day to return to Kenya, 
where police battled with those 
•calling for change. 

He blamed toe violence cm 
“hooligans and drug addicts.” 


. (Contoured from page 1) 

letter sent by prosecutor-general 
Mohammad Smadi to Minister of 
Justice Yousef Mbetdecu, a former 
mini s tr y of supply under-secretary 
has been indicted of “expkatmg 
pabfic office” in a case involvuig a 
ship m ent of rice. Tbe former official 
is under trial, accord ing to legal 
sources. 

The prosecutor-general, in the 
same letter, also reposted that he 
could not fold any case after inves- 
tigations into the Jbdha amusement 
park. "The investigating team, 
headed by Mohammad Ajanneh, 
found that there is no evidence that a 
crime was committed by any person 
and therefore tbe case is dosed,” the 
letter said. 

It was not immediately known 
whether deputies would press for 
fresh inv e s tig a tions into the case. But 
a deputy, who » a member of the 
House’s Legal Committee, said tint 
die chamber had no intention of 
looking into cases which toe 
prosecutor-general has denied. 

However, healed debates characte- 
rised Saturday's House senon. De- 
puty Leith Shbeflat called for amend- 
ments to the c on s titutio n to remove 
the immunity granted to mini ste n 
against trial by regular co urts . 
S hb e flat , an independent Hanrirt dc- 
puty from Amman, said Parliament 
was not equipped to cany out inves- 
tigation and this “responsibility 
should be shouldered by the govern- 
ment” 

Muslim Brotherhood spokesman 
Abdul Ladf Arabiyat, a Balqa (Salt) 
deputy, supported Shbeflars argu- 
ment “Nobody should be immune, 1 
particularly derision-makers,” he told 
the House. 

Irbid Deputy Safim ZouTri (inde- 
pendent) agreed with Shbeilat but 
said “we have a task to perform 


Mutt'n’Jeff 


accor din g to the constitution-” 
Abdallah Zresqat, a d ep uty from 
Karak, charged that “corr u ption is 
stiB at its peak in toe country” and 
called on toe government to “choose 
competent officials” to run ha affairs. 

Jamal Khrehha, a central bedpufa 
d eputy , said that “c o nu pti nn in Jor- 
dan is on tbe Bps of ever yone, even 
those outride the co untr y.” He sug- 
gested that Parfiamcat acce l e ra te in- 
vestigations with a view to puttmg an 
end to the issue once and far all. 

Bassam HaddatBn, a leftist deputy 
from Zarqa, accused toe government 
of being “negatively neutral” fat ha 
ap proach towards in v e s tiga ti n g coe- 
mption- “Since the go vernm ent has 
aS tbe documents and files, it toould 
conduct tire investigations rather than 
Parliament,” he said. 

Prime Muster Mudar Badran 


co un t er ed by arguing that the term 
“negatively neutral” was of Bornean-' 
fag since the Home was the party to 
iaitfattc favrarigatinns fate corruption 
and the government had cooperated 
-by provid ing aS d o c u ments fa its 
possesrion. He that die 

investigation was “not poBticaL” . 

Hussein Mjafiy, a Jentah deputy 
and a veteran lawyer who beads the 
legal committe e of the House, inter- 
vened to say that “we are not here to 
dis tingui s h between authorities.” .. 

“The cases were referred to os by 
the prosecutor-general and-the issue 
at band is to complete the investiga- 
tions," he said. 

With Interve nti o n from Speaker 
Suleiman Arar, the House then 
mrrmil rtnfn ilisiiuiiiig tin fjiiinmiiin 
of the committee entrusted with 
studying me cases. 


. The ttmm ittee -was subaotmaitfr 
'elected. Tt\t»mprisoi : AMsfiIa& 

- Afcalyeh .*• (MusKmv Brotherhood 
Tafifch) Abduifah-Bmouc (National . 
Bloc, Salt); HnssembfiaBy (indepen- 
dent), Salem Zoubi (indep en dent), 
Mohammad^ Abu. .'Fares r Muslim 
Brotherhood, Ammfeujv'TLeitlt 
Shbeflat (independent Mantim) and 
Ahmad. Azaidd) (Muslim Brother- 
hood, Madaba). 

Any ww iinif tM . iStOS P taJtiillB 

to refer, the cases for fetal by. the 
special coartshautohawatwo^ 
majority eadcnseinemmJhe House. 

"Tkj' : three ores referred to the 
were outfbf mne senT for 
investigations: to the ; proaccutor- 
gcn cr al faAj^ .There was no inrfka- 
tioo Saturday, when ''ton'. rest of toe 
c ases v wBh e fo r ma Bypnaamtedtothe 
• House.;' 


Arabs step up Gulf mediation 


(Continued -from page 1) 

Kuwait, in a memorandum to the 
Arab League, co un ter-accused Iraq 
of encroaching on its territory and 
stealing its ofl. 

The Iraqi papex Al Qadbriya said: 
“It’s surprising that Kuwait dahns 
that Iraq has violated Kuwaiti terri- 
tory wfcic Kuwait knows very well 
that Iraq was busy with toe war and its 
armed forces were pasted on the 
battfafionts.” 

It said no Iraqi sokfiers we re de- 
ployed on the border with Kuwait 
during the conflict a nd "on e can only 
come to the condusioa that toe 
alleged Iraqi violations ore only in 
Kuwait's i m a g i n a ti on. 

“We would like to emphasise that 
the Rnmaflah oflfidd h 100 per cent 
Iraqi and Kuwait’s utiKsatioa of these 


fields are violations and enapadm- 
ments oo Iraq’s limits... on wtdcft we 
cannot keep sflent,” It said. 

The desert field, believed to con- 
tain icaci ves equivalent to more than 
20 Nlliiou bands of ofi. lies mainly m 
Iraq. But it extends a few kakunetres 
into Kuwait. 

The problem is that- the 160- 

kflometre border has never been de- 
marcated since Kuwait gained inde- 
pendence from Britain in 1961. 
Kuwait damn Iraq has refused en- 
treaties to dearty define the frontier. 

Iraq’s Information hfimstty banned 
all Kuwaiti n ewsp ap er s and maga- 
zines Saturday for the third straight 
day for “umyfag anti-Iraqi mate- 
rial.” 

The UAE government made its 
fim public c omm e nt on the Iraqi 
allegati o ns Friday fa a m em o ran dum 


to the Arab - Leagqc- .fa .winch, it 
rejected Iiip 

“Arab differences... must be re- 
solvcdmabrotherfy^nritof wisdom 
and mutual respect,” it said. 

The UAE’j newspapers, which for 
two days had been ordered by the 
government to keep coverage of the 
: crisis to. -a- bare- minimum , Saturday 
defended the government against the 
Iraqi allegations.' ' “ ' -V 

Despite toe tenriou^- toe, Kuwaiti 
press m a ntf a ine d a low-key approach 
to the row.. 

A Qabas emphasised what it sad 
were the historic ties between Kuwait 
and Iraq mid called for negotiations. 

Al Sryasseh dafly n»™a cdudfia- 
tory and as serti ve language, saying 
Kuwait would never yield to threats 
and bbekmafl. 
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^ limes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN —Hopes -have been 
rekindled that new formulas 
. could be worked ont to care 
the fi n a n cial aflnacnts of Jor- 
dan’s first .health spa complex 

wth changes at the helm of the 

company heralded by net los- 
ses compounded by r unning 
management conflicts over th*» 
facility’s operations.. 

The tfetisfoa last week of the 
Mnistry 61 Industry and Trade 
to dissolve' the bcufrd of dizeo- 


could be in the making for Jordan’s health spa 


tors of the Jordan Tourism and 
Spa Complex Company 
(JTSCC) and appoint an ad 
hoc committee in its place for 
the mat one year was widely 
welcomed by most business cir- 
cles as well as officials who are 
optimistic that fundamental 
changes could be brought ab- 
out to improve the situation of 
the Main Health Spa. 

“The committee is made up 
of mostly technocrats with 
business orientation,** com- 
mented. an economic analyst. 
‘This should help improve the 
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operations of the spa very 
much.” 7 

• One of the main problems of 
the JE> 14 million facility, the 
sole project of the JTSCC, is 
low occupancy. While feasibil- 
ity studies indicated 60 to 70 
per cent occupancy rates, the 
actual situation, after one *"H 
half years of full operation, is 
around 40 per cent, according 
to Ishaq AJ Ayed, general 
manager of the company. “It is 
too low for any hotel.” Ayed 
told the Jordan limes. 

According to Ayed. who 
assumed the job about one 
month ago, “there is a lot of 
room for improvement in faci- 
lities,- services and mar keting 
of the spa." 

The final accounts of the spa 
are under auditing by Shaer 
and Company and no accurate 
figures on the profit or loss 
could be obtained. But Ramzi 
Nazzai of Middle East Tourism 
Service an d M anagement 
Company (METMA), the firm 
which operates the spa under a 
management contract, said the 
“gross operational profits" 
during 1989 amounted to JD 
200,000. This figure could not 
be independently verified. 

“We hope to improve the 
situation as we go along and 
that the hotel will be self- 
sufficient soon," Nazzai told 
the Jordan Times in a tele- 
phone interview. Under the 
management con tract , valid 
for seven years. METMA col- 
lects nine per cent of the gross 
operational profits and two per 
rent of the gross revenue. 

Nazzai said be did not expect 
any adverse impact on the 



management contract by the 
change in the board of direc- 
tors of the owner company. 

Basing their calculations on 
a gross profit figure of JD 
200,000, informed hotel indus- 
try circles said the net loss of 
die owners of the project could 
be in the region of JD 60,000 to, 
JD 70,000 for the year 1989, 
after providing for loan servic- 
ing, depredation and other re- 
lated accounts. 

The spa employs 174 people, 
including regular hotel staff 
and experts in various health 
specialisations, and five peo- 
ple, including the general man- 
ager, are employed at the own- 
er company. 

The Ministry of Industry and 
Trade was exercising a right as 
provided for in the Companies 
Act when it dissolved the 
board of directors of the 
JTSCC. Government agencies 
such as the Social Security Cor- 
poration, the Postal Savings 
Fluid and the Pension Fund, 
whose funds are invested, 
through the Jordan Investment 
Corporation, own 72.9 per 
cent of the JD 5 million equity 
of the company, the Industrial 
Development Bank (IDB) and 
the Housing Bank own eighr 
per cent and the rest is floated 
in the Amman Financial Mar- 
ket. 

The JD 1 par value shares of 
the company was last quoted at 
the stock exchange at 800 fils, 
but an economist expected it to 
rise as the “dust settles down 
and things are clarified at the 
Ma'in spa.” 

According to Ayed and 
several investment consultants, 
the problem with the complex 
can be directly attributed to 
the relatively new concept of a 
health spa in an Arab country. 

“It is a trial and error pro- 
cess,” said a consultant. “As 
years pass by, one learns from 
past mistakes and corrects 
them. But the question here is 
different simply because the 
amount involved is too high.” 
Another consultant was a 
little sceptical. “There are 
many in the Arab World who 
would gladly travel to health 
spas in Europe spending a lot 
of money, but will raise eyeb- 
rows at the motion of a ‘health 
spa’ in an Arab country.” 

It was indeed the regular 
flow of people to the hot 
springs at Ma’in. near Madaba, 
that gave birth to the idea of 
developing the area into a 
health spa. But, said an 
analyst, “what appeared to 
have been overlooked in the 
bargain is that a majority of 
those people who used to fre- 
quent the springs is not from 
that class which can afford 
even two-star hotels.” 


After feasibility cgrnh iUHftd 
that there was good potential 
for health tourism at the Ma’in 
springs, the owner company 
awarded die buflding contract 
to Hcbtor, a local firm, at a 
cost of JD 8.604 million, with 
an additional provision of JD 
1.035 for fu rnishin gs. Con- 
struction began in 1982, but 
the process was delayed for 
several years and by die time 
of completion in late 1987, a 
total of around JD 14 milKop 
had gone into it. 

A claim by the contractor 
and a counter-claim by die 
owners are now before the 
mayor of Greater Amman 
Municipality whose ruling will 
be accepted by both parties by 
agreement. The exact amounts 
involved are not known, but an 
informed official said: “It is 
pretty high.” 

Ayed is confident that the 
facility could yield very good 
results if a comprehensive 
strategy is drawn up and ap- 
plied “with complete under- 
standing and harmony between 
the management company and 
the owners.” 

“There is a lot of potential in 
the Gulf region but it needs a 
better approach, better facili- 
ties, better services and better 
marketing,” Ayed said. “But 
above everything, there should 
be dear understanding be- 
tween the two parties.” 

Ayed. who has an impress- 
ive background in travel and 
tourism in Europe with air- 
lines. induding Royal Jorda- 
nian, declined to get into any 
detailed review. But informed 
sources confirmed that work- 
ing relations between the for- 
mer board of directors and the 
management company were 
not exactly harmonious. 

This was also affirmed by 
Nazzai of METMA. “Now we 
hope that we do not have to get 
the approval of the board 
everytime we plan to appoint 
someone,” he told toe Jordan 
Times. The management con- 
tract stipulates that the owners 
should approve all appoint- 
ments to executive positions at 
the spa, which is in essence a 
hotel complex but offering 
natural cure for several ail- 
ments. 

The ministry's decision -to 
dissolve tbe 11-member board 
of directors, which was 
appointed on Jan. 22, 1990, 
came after its chairman and 
some of its members requested 
it, according to an official who 
requested anonymity. “They 
tried their best to strike a 
balance, but there were recur- 
ring problems with the man- 
agement company. At a cer- 
tain point in time, they decided 



they could so longer do it, and 
approached tbe Ministry of Fi- 
nance and the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry with a re- 
quest that they be relieved of 
the responsibility,” said tbe 
official, speaking on condition 
of anonymity. 

Mohammad Saeed Abu 
Nowar, now the ex-chairman, 
declined to make any comment 
on the issue and referred all 
questions to the new six- 
member ad hoc committee, 
which is entrusted with running 
the company and studying its 
situation before presenting re- 
commended proposals at tbe 
end of one year. The commit- 
tee is headed by former Minis- 
ter of Trade and Industry Ziad 
Annab and includes repre- 
sentatives of the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade, the IDB 
and the Ministry of Tourism. 
Only one member of the pre- 
vious board has found his way 
to the committee. 

- Ayed believes that a road 
finking the spa to the Dead 
Sea, some five kilometres 
down, will boost the facilities’ 
business. “There is already a 
resthouse down there,” he 
pointed out. “We could mar- 
ket tbe spa and the resthouse 
as a package.” 

The Ministry of Public 
Works has promised that it will 
construct such an access road if 
it finds budget allocations after 
finishing its ongoing project of 
building a new road between 
Naour and the Dead Sea. 

“A diet health farm is also a 
good idea,” said Ayed adding 
that he was going to propose 
his ideas to the ad hoc commit- 


tee appointed by tbe Ministry 
of Industry and Trade. 

The spa complex was hit by 
problems between the owners 
and the building contractor 
from the very beginning. When 
tbe project finally opened its 
doors in early 1988, after fight- 
ing off all “man-made prob- 
lems and managed to get things 
ready.” a natural calamity 
struck, said a source dose to 
the affair. A ride of tile moun- 
tain near tbe complex came 
down and blocked the road 
leading to the facility. It took 
another nine months and JD 
100,000 to dear the area and 
reopen tbe spa, according to 
tbe source. Finally, the com- 


plex was formally declared 
open on Jan. 1, 1989. 

The project was one of 
dozens of cases of possible 
corruption raised in the Lower 
House of Parliament during a 
secret session in March this 
year, according to informed 
sources. But “no case file has 
yet been sent for investiga- 
tion,” said a legal source. 
According to parliamentary 
sources, one of the questions 
raised was how such an high- 
cost venture was built in an 
area prone to landslides. 
According to geophysical ex- 
perts, chances of a recurrence 
of another landslide in the are 2 
are slim. 
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Badran: Petra Bank case delaying martial law abolition 


(Conffaued from page 1) 

be implemented.” 

“But their success requires 
your support and cooperation 
and backing from the private and 
public sectors,” he told the 
House.. . 

Badran also hit back at critics, 
whom he did not name, for “slan- 
der” against the go v e rn ment. He 
said the government welcomed 
constructive criticism but would 
not accept slander or criticism for 
criticism’s sake. 

Following are major excerpts 
from the prime minister’s 
address: 

Tbe government has Batoned and 
felly grasped the speeches of the 
honorable gentlemen abort tbe un- 
employment problem in Jordan. The 
go vernme nt shares with them tbe 
view over most of the points that were 
raised in their speeches and remarks 
and recommendations, specially 
those in harmony with tbe govern- 
ment’s strategy as presented by the 
minister of labour. 

1 would Kke to point out a number 
of points to winch the government 
had earlier referred on previous occa- 
sions to satisfy die remarks presented 
by a number of speakers on tbe one 
band and in view to its relcvsna to 
tbe discussion on tbe ocher. 

One: Unempiqynient is a social eco- 
nomic phenomenon. The government 

it important to reiterate that die 
phenomenon ■ — in view of its ecOoo- 
flne and soda! nature •— caa by n o mea ns 
be solved by a readymade perscriptioe 
or by a set of administrative resolu- 
tions; nor can it be solved by tempor- 
ary solutions to ease tbe pan a bate 
and leave the' disease to become 
chronic. A period of five months of 
life should never save ns aitena tor 
the government to measure ittsocom- 
ptishments in dealing with unemptoy* 
meat — a problem ' which began 
•muy sting since die mid-1980s. 

OvH«vk* Commission (CSC) 
figures reveal that applications for 
jobs in government offices were as 
foOows: 


| .Year 

Number of 
appScatioas 

Appointed 

J 1985 

•1 1986 

1987 

■ 1988 

1989 

23354 

30,757 

40,803 

45,988 

48371 

5,771 (24%) 
7,236 (24%) 
10,280 (25%) 
6,947 (15%) 
4,675 (10%) 


The rounded balance for 1990 is 
44,000 applications. 

This important issue will be dealt 
with through a set erf policies and 
programmes adopted by this govern- 
ment and which are being im- 
plemented now. But they require 
Parliament support and backing from 
tbe private and public sectors to 
ensure success over a sufficient period 
of time so that the economic structure 
can create more job op po rtun ities 
and absorb more job seekers. 

Five months is not sufficient for the 
government by any standard to deal 
with the unemployment issue and to 
find effective solutions. We have nev- 
er heard of any nation in the world 
plagued by economic recession like 
that of Jordan and with a shaky 
confidence in the national economy in 
addition to unstable currency ex- 
change rates and unemployment that 
has succeeded In ending all flb in five 
months or a year or 20 years. 

What the g ov ernment has achieved 
in tins short period is represente d in 
the stable currency exchange rate, the 
ifMtrvhing of an economic restructur- 
ing p r o g r a mme, reduction of the de- 
feat in the fiscal budget and the 
restoration of confidence in the 
national economy. 

This is sound policy which can lead 
to a solution for the unemployment 
problem. 

Two: Organising the labour market. 

The g o v er n m ent is keen on substi- 
tuting non-Jordanians with local 
workers. Tbe reorganisation of the 
labour market is one of the main 
politics require d to deal with the 
question of unemployinent and this 
poficy has started to yidd fruit. 

The government inherited this 
heavy responsibility under very diffi- 
cult circumstances known to every- 
body and succeede d in a record 
period of time to place things in their 
right perspectives. 

The government has succeeded te 
employing 6,750 or 48 per cent of fee 
total number of job seekers in the 
past six months. This should be re- 
garded as an achievement and a 
genuine hxbcator of its dfltgence and 
dedication. 

The government is anxious ro 
ffwyf n a balance between the employ- 
ment of doo- Jordanians for certain 
jobs and giving priority in work to 
local, people without creating any 
or difficulties for produc- 
tion. This question can not be hand- 
led by administrative decisions and 
measures. ~Bot the government is de- 


termined to gradually substitute noo- 
Jordanians with local workers as was 
dear in the minister of labour’s 


Hurd: Personnel manning table 

This table is not a routine proce- 
dure but a true reflection of the 
governmeut’s administrative and 
financial policies, parliament has en- 
dorsed the government’s annual 
budget, which does not provide for 
any new vacancies and therefore the 
application of the table does not help 
solve tbe unemployment problem. 

Tbe government can by no means 
solve the unemployment problem 
without an efficient administrative 
system. It should be noted that inflat- 
ing the administrative system with 
more staff can only obstruct work and 
create what is called masked unem- 
ployment. Many countries fob in this 
pi thill without finding a solution to 
the real problem. 

This government does not seek 
popularity by creating 20,000 jobs all 
of a sudden because it is committed to 
its national policies and can by no 
means trio popularity and support at 
the ex p ens e of the national interest. 
Fourth: The development and em- 
ployment fond. 

This fund is being created to pro- 
vide fends for technical guidance to 
enable groups and individuals to en- 
gineer production schemes and 
income-generating projects. The gov- 
ernment has gone a long way to 
create such a food in cooperation with 
the World Bank. 

This fund will operate as an inde- 
pendent institution to deal with the 
question of employment and poverty 
by providing loans for sc hem e s . 

It will cooperate with die voluntary 
societies, which will in turn offer 
grants to the needy to start enter- 
prises. So far a JD 7 million capita] 
has been raised for the fund, collected 
from foreign aid to Jordan, but tbe 
government is contacting negotia- 
tions with the Wortd Bank to ensure 
further funds. 

Fifth: Social development institu- 
tions. 

Social development institutions 
ptey an effective rote in carrying out 
smaU-sze projects. Over the past six 
mouths these institutions undated 137 
vocational tra ining projects for needy 
fatmKp« in agrifadnne and stock farm- 
ing. They offered financed assistance 
to 1,683 families, earned out 67 re- 
habt&atioa schemes, set up rehabi- 
litation centres for girb m frbed and id 
Taffleb, eatsbfisfaed 30 new charitable 


societies and set up a chain of soda! 
development centres in the desert 
regions. 

Sixth: Rehabilitation and vocational 
training. 

The Vocational Training Corpora- 
tion is currently training 10,000 stu- 
dents from badia and rural regions, 
and so far 3,000 have graduated to 
start work. 

Seventh: Persons dis m issed for poli- 
tical reasons. 

The government is co mmi tt e d to 
reinstate these people. The Civil Ser- 
vice Commission has already starred 
appointing dhnmsed persons giving 
them priority over others. 

In a move to deal with the problem 
of un e m ployment, the g ov e r nm ent 
will now amend tbe Civil Service Law 
to allow employees to take two-to- 
Gve yean vacation without salary to 
find employment abroad so that other 
people can take their place. 

The government, with the help of 
the Central Bank of Jordan has final- 
ised a law to reorganise tbe money 
exchange Work in the country and will 
be submitted to Parliament in tbe 
next ordinary session. 

The government is co mmi tted to 
find jobs for the Petra Bank em- 
ployees who tost their jobs became of 
the liquidation of the bank. They will 
be employed by the banking system m 
Jordan and other departments. 

The government is committed to 
scrap martial law in Jordan and has 
already reduced the martial law au- 
thorities' powers and frozen afl reg- 
ulations conc er n in g that law except 
for the Petra Bank case, which was 
turned over to the military court. 

I have just heard that the martial 
law authorities have completed inves- 
tigation into dm care awl a about to 
file charges. But I have not been 
acquainted with tbe results. 

Indeed, the delay in totally scrap- 
ping martial law in Jordan is dne to 
the F«ra Hank caw, which is stiD 
bring considered by tbe military 
court. But the court is taking time to 
do its job in view of the numerous 
ride cases attached to it and the 
complications involved. Once the 
case has been settled, martial law wiD 
be totally abolished. 

Tbe g ov e r nmen t supports parlia- 
ment's for handling the unem- 
pkiymenl problem and other issues 
through an Arab unity-oriented poli- 
cy. Thu country has been advocating 
pan- Arab unity in true commitment 
to the principles of the Hashemite 
leaders. But, tins is a long way to go 


aod unity cannot be achieved by a 
government decision, nor can the 
government solve the problems of 
unemployment and die soaring prices 
by a unilateral decision oo die parr of 
Jordan. We have to tread with care in 
tins mutt 1 **' and in the of 

workers with other Arab countries. 
We organise the labour market here 
encouraging Jordanians to work 
abroad and opening Jordan for li- 
mited numbers of non- Arabs to work 
here in Relight of tbe national needs. 

The government, after hearing the 
deputies’ speeches, will now embark 
on studying various views and propos- 
als and try to implement and apply as 
many of them as possible in a manner 
which serves public interest. 

This g overnm en t is committed to 
its poficy statement. It realises tbe 
course it is following and is laying 
down pobdes aod defining its proce- 
dures in all fields with awareness and 
accuracy under very difficult condi- 
tions. 

Tbe government appreciates those 
who helped it in its sound actions by 
po in t in g out real failures but to those 
who merely seek to slander and de- 
fame the gov ernment 1 can only say 
that I do not take it upon myself to 
step down to a tower level and get 
involved in counter moves. 

This government is true to its re- 
sponsibilities and is committed to 
carry out its duties before the King 
and the people and realises the voices 
of hatred ami malice and tbe voices of 
those who try to i ns ti ga te the masses 
to fern o pwB K«w"*-I»"ri and its 
stability. 

Jordan is a steadfast country , which 
can endure starvation and harm and it 
can by no means be daunted nor wiB 
it ever abandon iti det ermin ation and 
its resolve to follow its sound course 
and be diverted from its course by 
poisoned words deagned to sow d»- 
seasioo. 

This government wiD continue to 
spread an atmosphere of confidence 
in tbe national economy end will 
pome a stable investment policy. It 
will uot open side battles that can 
only shake confidence and weaken 
Stability and only deals with facts and 
realities and work with diligence and 
perseverance to implement the direc- 
tives of tbe royal letter of designation 
and m true commitment to in policy 
statement presented to parliament. 

Thtt government does not condone 
sou nor can it accept any defamation 
of reputation and any stabbing in the 
back. 


France to overhaul embassy 
security after Beirut scandal 


PARIS (R) — France embarked 
cm a complete overhaul of secur- 
ity at its embassies after tbe dis- 
covery of an arms smuggling ring 
at its mission in Beirut. 

Members of the elite force of 
policemen protecting the embas- 
sy and French diplomats in Leba- 
non are suspected of buying cut- 
price weapons from militia con- 
tacts and supplying them to 
France's criminal underworld. 

The current head of the French 
“ram bos” was questioned by a 
magistrate Friday after he was 
flown home from Beirut. Two of 
his former subordinates were 
charged with arms trafficking ear- 
lier this week. 

Interior Minister Pierre Joxe 
said in a radio interview he would 
be “pitiless” with men found guil- 
ty and described the scandal as a 
heavy blow to the image of the 
French police. 

Joxe. who is responsible for the 
country’s 121,000-strong police 
force, has opened an inquiry 
beaded by one of his top officials, 
Jean Marc Erbes. 

“The security system at di- 
plomatic missions will have to be 
reviewed from top to bottom. 
The Beirut affair has uncovered 
some serious lapses,” Erbes told 
tbe daily Le Figaro in an inter- 
view. 

The Foreign Ministry, deeply 
embarrassed by the lucrative five- 
year trade in everything from 
rocket launchers to assault rifles, 
has launched its own inquiry. 

The ministry’s spokesman said 
Friday that Rene Ala, the French 
ambassador in Beirut, would con- 
duct the probe with "all the 
necessary speed and vigour.” 

Contrary to earlier statements 
by investigators, none of the pa- 
ramilitary gendarmes who have 
served in Beirut has been de- 
tained for questioning. 

All the suspects are policemen, 
mainly drawn from the fearsome 
CRS anti-riot units. 

Although French government 
officials have refused to comment 
in detail on the affair, retreating 
for once behind much-abused 


roles on the rights of suspects, the 
public prosecutor in Marseille 
was less coy Thursday. 

Olivier Dropet said the head of 
the Beirut bodyguards, CRS 
Sergeant Jean-Oaude Labour- 
dette, was the likely mastermind 
behind the traffic. 

Despite Dropet’s statements at 


a news conference, Labourdette 
had still not been formally 
charged Friday by the magistrate 
leading the investigation. 

Labourdette. who has served a 
record five years in the world’s 
most dangerous city', was shown 
in television footage and archive 
photographs. 
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Barrowman gets Goodwill Games 
started with swimming record 


SEATTLE, Washington (Agen- 
cies) — Mike Barrowman helped 
to launch the Goodwill Games in . 
style by smashing his own world 
record in the 200 metres breast- 
stroke on the opening day of the 
17-day sporting extravaganza. 

The furious pace pulled two 
other swimmers to times under 
Barrowmaifs previous record 
and the American raised his arms 
and howled in delight when he 
saw his time on the clock. 

The swimmers were the first to 
collect medals m the 21-sport 
spectacle that involves some 
2,500 athletes from nearly 50 
countries. 

Soviet gymnasts scooped up 
the gold offered in the men’s 
team competition ahead of the 
United States and China as the 
games built up momentum head- 
ing mto a busy opening weekend. 

Bat Barrowman’s blazing 
breaststroke victory was the 
opening day's highlight. The 
American touched in two minutes 
21.53 second to slash 1.36 
seconds off his old mark of 
2:12.89. 

Seoul Olympic bronze medal- 
list Sergio Lopez of Spain and 
American Kirk S tackle finished 
in a dead heat at 2:12.24 and were 
each given a silver medal. 

"I expected it, I was dreaming 


of 2:11.5,” Barrowman said, still 
beaming after his triumph. 

Olympic champions Matt Bion- 
di arid Janet Evans were among 
other American winners while 
backstrokers Martin Zubero of 
Spain and Hungarian Krisztina 
Egerszegi prevented a U.S. 
sweep. 

The Soviet victory in the gym- 
nastics was expected but the sur- 
prise of the competition was the 
American silver medal. • 

Chris Waller, who needed 
heart surgery six years ago to 
correct a constricted aorta, pro- 
duced a dazzling pommel horse 
routine to help the Americans 
clinch second place. 

“They (the doctors) said if 1 
didn’t have it 1 would start having 
problems when I was 25 and die 
by the time 1 was 30,” said 
Waller, 21. 

Meanwhile the Soviet Union 
won the gold medal in the men’s 
team gymnastic event at the 
Goodwill Games, but a brash 
young American team turned in a 
surprising performance to take 
the silver. 

The .heavily favoured Soviets 
scored 176.50 points out of a 
possible 180 to win the title with 
ease. The U.S. team followed 
with 172.55, while the youthful 
Chinese took the bronze with 


17235. East Germany was fourth 
with 171.50. 

It was the strongest showing for 
the U.S. gymnastics team, eighth 
at the 1989 World Cham- 
pionships, since they won the 
gold at Los Angdes in 1984 — 
wMIe the Soviets stayed away. 

The Soviets, world and Olym- 
pic champions, won five of the six 
events, but the United States 
outscored the Soviets on the high 
bar with dazzling routines. 

“We intimidated them on high 

bar, ” U.S. coach Ed Burch said 
after the meet. 

The strong performance on the 
high bar, including a 9.9 by 19- 
year-old Trent Dimas in the third 
rotation, put the Americans into 
second place ahead of the 
Chinese. 

“This is an important step for 

us, especially since next year... 
we’ll be hosting the world cham- 
pionships,” Burch said. 

“We'll catch them in two 
years," said Dimas. 

Asked if the Soviets performed 
as well as they expected, coach 
Leonid Arkaev said: “We don't 
care too much about the differ- 
ence in scores, we just wanted to 
win." 

The team event included four 
competitors from each nation in- 


stead of the usual six. Only the 
three highest scores were 
counted. 

Burch admitted that the United 
States could have a more difficult 
time with a six-man format. 

“We don't have the depth that 
the Soviets do," he said. 

“The top 16 finishers from the 
team competition, with no more 
titan two athletes from each ua- ■ 
tion, qualified for the individual 
all-around competition Saturday. 

China overcame a slow start 
Friday to beat Peru in women’s 
volleyball, as competition began 
with a rematch of a 1988 Olympic 
medal game. 

The Chinese women, who won 
the bronze in Seoul, beat silver- 
medallist Peru 15-5, 7-15, 15-13, 
15-7. 

The Soviets, who won the gold 
medal at the 1988 Seoul Olym- 
pics, faced the United States 
women in a later match. 

“Seoul was a big game. This 
was for friendship, so we were 
not so nervous," Chinese player 
U Guojun said through an inter- 
preter. ‘This game was not as 
touch, but we both could have 
played better." 

Few of the athletes from the 
teams’ 1988 Olympic squads com- 
peted in the 6316-seat Spokane 
Coliseum. 


Andre Agassi 


Agassi, Chang advance to 
se mifinals in Washington 


Britain’s Backley sets 
world javelin record 


Lemond leads in final 
stage of Tour de France 


LONDON (AP) — Javelin 
thrower Steve Backley reckoned 
his rival had borrowed the world 
record from him. 

So, to get it back, he borrowed 
his rival’s javelin. 

The 22-year-old Briton threw 
foe Nemeth javelin that Czechos- 
lovak Jan Zelezny had used to set 
the world mark and hurled it 
90.9S metres, more than a metres 
longer than the record. 

“I picked up the Nemeth be- 
cause everyone else was using it,” 
Backley said. “I always said he 
bad borrowed the record from 
me. I knew I would get it back 
and it was great to do it here in 
front of all the British fans.” 

When Backley and Zelezny 
met head to head in an Interna- 
tional Amateur Athletic . Federa- 
tion Grand Prix meet at Crystal 
Palace' Friday, the world marie 
was less than a week old. 

AT foe Bislett games in Oslo, 
Zelezny bettered Backley’s 
world mark by 8 centimetres, 
lifting the record to 89.66 metres 
with the Nemeth. The Briton was 
there to witness it. 

But the Czechoslovak barely 
had time to take the wrapping off 
his world record before Backley 
snatched it back Friday with foe 
first 90-metre throw using foe 
safer type of Javelin introduced 


by world track chiefs six years 
ago. 

Backley, who usually uses a 
Sanvik javelin, previously was 
unimpressed with the Nemeth, 
which is rated aerodynamdcaly 
better. 

Even his Sanvik throws went 
further than anything Zelezny 
could muster on a warm, balmy 
night in southern London. 

Backley started with 86.40 
metres, followed it with 85.88, 
again with the Sanvik. His first 
throw with Zelezny 7 s Nemeth 
flew 89.20, just shore of the world 
mark. And Ms final throw of 
90.98 seemed to hang in foe air 
for several breathtaking seconds 
before it hit foe ground foe other 
side of the world record mark. 

Zelezny’s best Arrow was 85.34 
metres. 

' * “This is like a dream come 
true,” Backley said. “The 90- 
metres barrier has been there too 
long. It has always been my aug. 

Backley’s world record threw 
earned him an $18,000 bonus, 
paid by British track chiefs, be- 
cause it was accomplished on a 
home track. , 

And it capped a trio of itopress- 
ive home performances by sprint 
stars Linford Christie, Jon Regis 
and Colin Jackson, and a Kenyan 
1-2-3 in the 300 metres. 


LAC DE VASSrVIERE, France 
(R) — Defending champion Greg 
Lemond took the Tour de France 
leader’s yellow jersey for the first 
time in a race against the clock 
Saturday, virtually sealing victory 
before Sunday’s final reage. 

The American, who has been 
trailing surprise leader Claudio 
CMappucri of Italy by a five- 
second margin for the past three 
days, finally came to the fore as 
expected in the 453-kilometre 
individual time trial 20th stage. 

He docked one hour three 
minutes 37 seconds to record a 
crushing victory over his Italian 
rival by two minutes 21 seconds 
and take a comfortable looking 
lead into the final stage. 

Lemond, who finished fifth in 
tire time trial won in one hour two 
minutes 40 seconds by Eric 
Breukink of the Netherlands, had 
lost more than 10 minutes to the 
Italian after a freak breakaway in 
foe first stage of foe three-week 
race. 

Barring accidents, Lemond 
looks certain to win his third Tour 
de France tide on the Champs 
Elysees in Paris Sunday at foe 
end of a flat 182.5-kilometre ride 
from Bretigny-Sur-Oige which 
gives the Italian little chance of 
making up lost time. 

It was the second year in suc- 
cession that Lemond swung the 


destiny of foe title in the final, 
decisive time triaL 

He overturned a 50-second de- 
ficit last year to beat Laurent 
Fignon of France by eight 
seconds, the smallest winning 
margin in the history of the tour. 

Lemond, a master of the art of 
racing against foe dock, effec- 
tively grabbed the overall lead in 
the first 10-kilometrtes of the 
time trial around the Lac de 
Vasriviere. 

He opened up an 11-second 
margin over Qnappucd at tire 
first intermediate time at 10.2 
kilometrese and steadily ex- 
tended it. 

The plucky Italian held on 
bravely until well past the half- 
way stage but he began to tire 
badly towards the end of a bumpy 
and Relatively demanding course 
on a day in which excessive heat 
sapped at his strength. 

At 33 kilometres, he was just 
over one minute down and he lore 
almost 80 seconds more on tire 
last 12 kilometres as Lemond 
sped away from Mm. 

The American, using the 
tri athletes handlebar loop which 
gave him the crucial aerodynamic 
advantage over Fignon last year, 
started second to last in tire time 
trial, three minutes before Ghiap- 
pticdL 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Top- 
seeded Andre Agassi fought off 
five set points in the first set and 
overpowered Richey Reneberg 
7-6, 6-0 Friday night and Michael 
Chang beat Todd Witsken 6-3, 
6-4 to move into the semifinals of 
the Sovran Bank Classic. 

Chang’s victory gave the 1989 
French Open champion Ms best 
tournament showing this year and 
a rematch against Agassi, who 
beat Chang in foe French quar- 
terfinals in May. 

No.2 seed Brad Gilbert, a 
finalist here in 1987 and 1989, 
didn’t lose his serve in ousting 
West Germany’s Michael Sticfa 
6-3, 6-4. 

Sixth-seeded Em Grabb will 
play Gilbert in the other semifinal 
after his 6-4, 6-3 victory over 
Derrick 'Rostagoo, foe man who 
duplicated Ms Wimbledon upset 
by ousting John McEnroe in tire 
third round. 

Chang, seeded fifth, stayed on 
tire baseline against the bigger 
Witsken. taking 2 hours, 2 mi- 
nutes to beat the 14th seed. He 
took the first set with strong 
forehands that kept Witsken 
away from the net. 

Agassi, co m pe tin g for tire first 
time since his runner-up finhh in 


the French Open, hasn’t lost a set 
in three matches, but faced set 
point five times daring a 1-hour, 
3-miiiute first set against the 7th- 
seeded Reneberg. ' 

Serving with Reneberg up 6-5, 
Aggassi clawed through 22 
points, recovering from 15-40 
with a service winner and using a 
backhand volley to get the first of 
nine deuces in foe game. 

Reneberg, ranked 39th in the 
world, had two more chances for 
tire break, but Aggasi recovered 
and finall y shot a forehand pass 
deep inside foe baseline to make 
it 6-6. They stayed even through 
foe tiebreaker until Reneberg hit 
a backhand volley long to make it 
5-4 and Agassi saved out tire set. 

Aggassi carried tire momentum 
into the second set, breaking 
Reneberg immediately and two 
more times before finishing the 
set off in 30 minu tes. 

Gilbert’s victory over Stick, 
meanwhile, made it an all- 
American s emi final. 

Gilbert, continuing foe hot 

play that had him in the fmak and 
tire quarterfinals of Ms last two 
tournaments, gave up only three 
points on Ms serve in the first set 
on the way to beating tire on- 
seeded Stich. 


Sanchez earns first 
million the hard way 



Algeria wins African judo title 

ALGIERS (R) — Algeria captured foe 12th African Judo Team ■ 
Championship Friday night by beating Angola 7-0. The Algerians 
took an early lead in the 12-nation championship which began on 
July 15, winning the crowd for individuals last Wednesday in both 
women’s and men’s categories. Senegal and Tunisia took third 
and fourth places, respectively, m the team championship. 
Algeria topped the overall medals table with a total of 16 for both 
'men and women, followed by Tunisia (11), Senegal (10), 
Morocco (10) and defending team champions Egypt (nine). 

Bubka hopes to defend European title 

SEATTLE Washington (R) — Injured Soviet pole vault world 
record holder Sergei Bubka has said he would not compete in foe 
Goodwill Games next week because of back problems but hoped 
to defend his European championship next month. ''Because of . 
this injury aO of tins season for me went upside down," Bubka, 
who has been battling the injury since May, told reporters at a 
hastily called news conference. Bubka said he hoped to return to 
competition next month and would use foe Zurich Grand Prix 
meeting on Aug. 15 as a springboard for foe European cham- 
pionships starting on Aug. 27 in Split, Yugoslavia. The 26-year- 
old Ukrainian denied there was a major rift between Mm and the 
Soviet federation but admitted they had “routine" differences. 
He skipped the Soviet championships earlier this month, then 
competed in meetings in Nice and Barcelona where be did poorly 
because of foe injury. 

Denver re-signs Davis 

DENVER (AP) — Walter Davis has signed a two-year contract 
with foe Denver Nuggets, despite a personal plea by Michael 
Jordan for Da'ris to help the Chicago Bulls win a National 
Basketball Association Championship. “He called me three or 
four times lately. He wanted me to play on his team real bad,” 
Davis said Thursday. “And it was very tempting to play alongside 
Michael Jordan and get a chance to win a championship.” But 
Davis, 35, a 13- year veteran, chose to remain in Denver because 
he has a danght er about to enter grade school and a wife who has 
fallen in love wiifo foe Rocky Mountains, he said. Denver initially 
signed the 6-focit-6 (1.98-metre) Davis as a free agent in 1988 after 
he spent foe first 11 years of Ms career with Phoenix. Davis was 
scored 18,140 points during his career, making him foe 30th- 
leading scorer in NBA history. 

Garrone advances to Estoril final 

ESTORIL, Portugal (AP) — Italians Laura Garrone and 
Federica Bonsiignori dispatched their semifinal opponents Friday 
with bursts of ! Latin brio to earn berths in foe finals of the 
5100,000 Estoi 41 Open. Garrone overp ow ered Argentine Patricia - 
Tarabini 6-2. 6r-2 in an effortless one-hour match at foe Carcavelos 
Club. Bonsign on had a tougher fight against third-seeded Sabine 
Hack of West Germany, but finally won 2-6, 7-6 (7-4), 6-4, after a 


gruelling tiebreaker for the second set The two determined 
players slugged it out shot-for-shot from the baselines for two 
hours and 38 minutes before the Italian’s tenacity paid off. 
Despite her singles loss, Tarabmi came back with a gutsy three-set 
win with Italian doubles partner Sandra Cecchini ovfer Florenda - 
Labat of Argentina and Czechoslovak Leona Laskova 6-4, 3-6,' 
6-4. 

McMenemy named as England number 2 

LONDON (R) — Former Southampton Manager Lawrie 
McMenemy was named Saturday as assistant to foe England 
soccer team’s new manager Graham Taylor. The 53-year-old 
McMenemy, who has been out of soccer for three years since 
resigning from Second Division Sunderland, will take up his post 
Monday. McMenemy, foe first appointment by Taylor since he 
took over the England side from Bobby Robson last week, will be 
responsible for overseeing foe England B and under-21 teams, as 
well as helping with the senior side. Robson’s number two, Don 
Howe, and former England under-21 manager Dave Sexton both 
resigned after the World Cup last week. McMenemy, who will ' 
have a four-year contract, won the F. A. Cup with Southampton in 
1976 and the Fourth Division championship as manager of 
Doncaster in 1969 and Grimsby in 1972. 

Lupescu signs for West German club 

LEVERKUSEN (R) — Romanian World Cup midfielder Ion 
Lupescu, has signed a three-year contract with West German Fust 
Division side Bayer Leverkusen, the dub said. Lupescu, who has 
played nine times for his country, was transferred from Dynamo 
Bucharest to Leverkusen for a fee of around 1.6 million marks ($1 
million). Leverkusen, owned by the Bayer Chemical Company, 
said they would pay part of foe transfer fee in foe form of 
medicine for Romania, which is recovering from last year’s 
revolution that overthrow the Ceausescu regime. Leverkusen 
Coach Juergen Gelsdorf and Manager Reiner Calnnmd decided 
to sign him after watching Lupescu play in Romania’s World Cup • 
group match against champions Argentina in Naples last month, 
the club said. 

Usha to retire after Peking games 

NEW DELHI (R) — India's top track athlete P.T. Usha said 
Saturday she would retire from compe ti tion after September's 
Asian Games in Peking. “I have been running for a decade now 
and the Peking games would be my third Asiad in a row,” Usha 
said. “It is time I hung up my spikes while at the top,” The ' 
25-year-old Usha said she wanted to make her farewell appear- 
ance a memorable one and do well in all her four events in Peking 
— the 400, 200 and 100 metres and the 400 hurdles. Usha, fourth 
in the 400 metres hurdles at the Los Angeles Olympics — in the 
absence of East Bloc athletes — six years ago, was written off 
after a dismal showing at foe 1988 Seoul games. But she came 
back to win four gold and two silver medals at the Asian track and 
field championships in Delhi last November. 


NEWPORT, Rhode Island (R) 
— Tcrp-seeded Arantxa Saudi ez- 
Vicario of Spain became a mil- 
lionaire with a hard-fought win 
over unseeded American Mere- 
dith McGrath in tire Virginia 
Slims of Newport tennis touxna-; 
meat. 

Sanchez, ranked seventh in foe 
world, overcame a *5-2 deficit in 
the second set to eliminate 
McGrath 64, 7-5 and earn a spot 
in the semifinals. 

Sanches;, 18, entered the 
tournament with $996,631 in 
earnings and is now guaranteed 
to make at least $10,000 this 
weekend at the historic Newport 
Casino, home of the Internation- 
al Tennis Hall of Fame. 

In the semifinals she will meet 
fifth-seeded Gretchcn Makers of 
the United States who defeated 
Australian Louise Field 6-0, 7-6 



Arantxa Sanchez- Vkario 

(7-3) despite connecting on only 
46 pa cent of ha first serves. 


Tiozzo retains boxing title 


ARLES, France (AP) — ^ Christ- 
ophe Tiozzo of France outpun- 
ched American Paul Whittaker to 
defend his World Boxing Asso- 
ciation (WBA) super- 
middleweight title Friday night 
with a technical knockout. 

Referee Julio Cesar Alvarado 
stopped the fight midway into the 
eighth round after a crushing over- 


head left dazed Whittaker, send- 
ing him staggering backward with 
his hands at his sides. 

Earlier in the round, Tiozzo 
sent a tiring Whittaker to Ms 
knees for a four-count with a left 
hook. The American appeared 
disoriented but got on Ms feet, 
only too face a flurry of punches. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
O19B0 Tribune Mata* Serrtces. me. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q-l— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*5 9963 0AK9852 *KJ6 

Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with a weak two-heart 
bid. What action do you take7 

Q-2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

*AK63 987 91043 *A984 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

2 9* 3 0 Pass ? 

* — Weak 

What do you bid now? 

Q-3^-As South, vulnerable, you 
hold; - 

05 9963 OAK9852 4KJ6 

The bidding has proceeded: 

East Sooth West • North 

2 9* 3 0 Pass 3 9 

Pass 7 

■* — Weak 

What do you bid now? 

,Q.4— As South, vulnerable, you 


hold: 

4AK63 9 87 01043 *A984 

The bidding baa proceeded: 

West North East Sooth 

2 9* 3 0 Pass 3 9 

Pass 4 0 Pass 7 

* — Weak 

What action do you take? 

Q.S — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦AQ4 9Q5 0832 *105432. 
The bidding has proceeded; 

North East Sooth West 

19 Pass 1 NT Pass 

2 * Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4A983 9J4 0A93 4K965 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West * 

1 9 Pass 1 * Pass 

1 NT Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 



FORECAST FOR SUNDAY JULY 22, 1999. , 

By. Thomas $. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Rlghier.Foundaiio n ; 


■GENERAL TENDENCIES: As 
!tfae Sun enters Leo today it is a 
i good time for you to- rearrange 
your work schedule so- that, you 
enjoy for more of the efficiencies 
tint cah Tighten your burden. 

AWES: (March. 21 to April 19) 
Early qufetly plan the days; activi- 
ties and tbra carry thnmgh despite 
tome conditions that arise to tem pt 
you off m other directions. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Think about what a friend or ao- 
q n ia tan ce you have who under- 
stands your personal, aims .and get 
eaity that persons support, Then 
follow through. ■. j.: 

GEMINL*(May21 to June 21) Get 
■ out’ at workfly aims immediately - 
after breakfast and . drew you -have 
tire consistency to attend through-, 
out the day co agreed activities!' 

MOON CnnJDREN: (June 22 to 1 
July 21) You have adesire to be off 
to new scenes but unless you are' 
aware of ah situations that could 
arise .it is not a good time to do so. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Look . 
for whatever- promises you have- 
made with the determination to do 
whatever, you agreed despite the 
.feet that it is not convenient. 

VlRGOt (August 22 to September 
22) You early brew how to get 
along with an illogical acting 
associate and follow through with 
such a course of action or you fail 
» get right results. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October, 
22) Family members give yoti some 
good advice winch later in the day 
you are Bkdy to feel does not fit 
the case but yon make mistake if 
-you do not fbflow, ■. » 

SCORPIO: (October ^ to Novem- 
ber -21). You tune in .on how you 
best put your aptitude- into some', 
active form from which- you ran 
receive considerable praisc andap- 
plause. . V* 

SAGlTTAIlIDS:(November 22 to 
December 21) Harmony starts, out 
; well aryoor borne bat. soon. ten-, 
•stons ton come up if not guarded 
.against which could, destroy this, 
desirable accord. 

CAPRICORN: (Deceraber22fo 
January 20) An early communhafr- 
■txra or message -can bring -a? hint;: 
towards wise and instructive 
activity today so ignore later mat- 
ters and carry through with this 
tone. ' v “ 


AQUARIUS: <Jairaaiy Zt to Febru- 
ary 19) Get whatever is impor tant 
Vof a business nature before noon, 
then you will find it a besi not . to 
make committments . of inooey, 
articles. . 

■PISCES:- (February 20 fo March . 
20) Think qrei personal wishes and . 
decide at. breakfast jwfaat yon want 
the most and then spend the rest of 
the day working out waystoobtain . 
these aims. *? ; - = - 


THE Daily Crossword by-totty 


Jof gyB m'. 


ACROSS 
1 Drive the get- 
away car 
5 fluttery tree 
10 Deluxe 
14 "Arrive- 
derd — ” 

15' Sac. 

16 Hawaiian 
Island 

17 Who stole a 
pig? - 

20 Great time 

21 Holly . . 

22 Preminger and 
Bismarck 

23 At any time 

24 Certify ' 

26 Fruit. 

29 Asparagus 
unit. • 

■ 30 Expression . 

31 Do a double 
take 

32 Kid -stuff 

35 Where’s the . 
cat? 

39 Hovel • * 

40 Deity 
At .Song 

42 ""-.over — 

’ mlHc” :• -. 

43 Truth • 

45 Modifies * - 

47 Tiller 

48 Vacuum tube 

49 Go by 

50 Night flyer 
53 Who killed 

Cock Robin? 

57 "House wings 

58 Refuse 

59 Skirt type 

60 Turn to slush 

61 Certain fur 

62 Observed 

DOWN 

1 Cemmedla 
delP— 

2 Yokel 

3 Mme. Bovary 

4 Make dollles- 

5 White poplars 

6 Great 

7 Grand — 

8 Sixth sense 


v,c'; 











eiWO TrtfiUM M«**Stnrti*B,1nc. 

' AD fVgMa RaefVBd . 


. 9 Dundee ~ r 
negative • 

-10 Placard 

11 Drying ovens. 

12 Use a 'gun . 

13 Attila’s- men" 

18 Honey" .holder 

19 Tum ' 

23 BPOE word - 

24 "What was 
only — Is ' 

“now -a"' 
highroad" 
(Martial) ".. 

25 Georgia — 

26 Mountains _■ > 

27 Make amoue 

28 Nosegay . 

29 Fr. law group. 

31 Streams 

32 Around: pref. 

33 Dismounted 

34 Hava fun 

36 Barked shrilly. 

37 Gash 

38 Close to a 
solution 


fey.'s 


nn nu nnnrara nnrsr? 
nnnn nrsaon nnnn 
nnnn nonna nnnn 
finmnra nnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnn 
nnpjnnm nnnmrs 
nnnn nnnn finnan 
nnnn nnnnra nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnn nnn nnnn nnn 
annnn nnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn onnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


42 Cruel one 

43 .Evening star 

44 Noted lioness’ 

45 Passageway 

46 Factotum • 

47 Celerity 

48 Carps — 


49 Nuisance 
60 Soft- cheese - 
51- Excellent., 

52 'One of a'pair' 

54 Ouad 

55 Boater 

56 Rental' abbr. - 



*Of course we have something in 
common — we both are 
incompatible!" * 


Unscramble the^ four Jumbtes. 

one lettyto each square, to form 
four anSnary words. 


RIDUL 


YORIN 

- . . 


■■■ 

IB 


[Lenken 



□ 

mm. 


PWELDIM 


nn 

□ 


















ch^M 




'.'•t ■ \V«r .'-Ws. ■ 
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University deJordanie 


Le prix du savoir 


Ltk— iiyCTMIe 06 JwdfllkiE, ft Anrnqftfl $gf ]g route dfi 
Sweflek , attire un nmnbre croissant d’ftadiaiits, 
dnmgers, L’cnsdgnemcnt y est effl- 
aioe et « qnaHt6, mats le tkket d’eotr^e coftte cher 
*4 Ie systtme de bourses n’est pas saffSsanmieixt 
d6velopp€... Portrait d’one university d’Ofte. 

I^nnweraitt de Jordanie esriste ' <fix one c’est one bonne nmvenri- 
ucpois tme oonne vingtsine d’an- t6?» 

n6es. Onverte ft tons les bacfce- Pour quatre annfes cfdtndes, 

~ T *>.* *?* a m j* t * on «*• ™ 6tudiant doit payer environ 

fonner des dtmfianfs do toot le 4.500 JD (40.000 F) si Ton aionte 
royamne afin qn’fls puissent, en aux frais dlmcription, les Kvres, 
quelqi ics annfeg, devemr les le transport et les frais d’Wberge- 

mente moteors de la soddtd, et menL Toot le monde ne peut pas 
awer le pays a firirc on pas ea payer cette petite fortune. Les 
ayant vers {expansion 6cononri- dtncfiants Strangers, notamment 
* ^veloppement social, des antres pays arabes, doivent 
V® 5 15 - 609 ctocfiants qui sont payer en dollars: 835 dollars pour 

1 ^^ a ^ toC ^f mePt Snr bancs one p6riode univerxitaire de trois 
soot one 6Stc poor mois. Consequence inevitable: 
totr aypnir tear • les Etudes universitaires sont le 
.*OT>?e.. parfois incertain et * inonopole d’nne Hite riche. H 
ateatoue.' Leur- notnbre impor- existe bien nq system e de 
t?ot, bien &ap£rieur ft cdm des bourses, mais celles deFEduca- 
1970, coostitne un . dfifi. titin Nationale (30-35 JDfrnois) 
pour cox et popr le marchd do sont reservftes aux Qs cTenseig- 
-ttavajl. Recette cootne le ch&fr nants, les bouses de Fannie (30 
ego, les 6tudes ne sont ni facikss JD/mois) -aux fils de tnxlitaires.et 
ni ^reppg antes. les associations cfaaritables n’ont 

■ _ et comment choisit- les moyens de verser que 500 

pa .rimtversitd de Jordanie plutdt bourses par an (remboursabl es 
qa’aae = autre aniyersitd, joida- apr&s les Studies sans intfirfits) anx 



i l 


mi 


it ■ 


pm 

b- 

Sr/, P^i 



al^atoire. Leur notqbre impor- 
tant^ bien &ap€rteur ft cdm des 
ami6c& X 970 , coostitne un.dftfi 
pour ‘©ox let popr ie march£ du 
travail. Recette cootie le chdm- 
agft, -left dtudes.ne stmt ni fadks 
■ ni reposantes. 

Poorquoi ef comment choisit- 




(i na 

i m 
1 m 
3 m 
3WI 
TOT 

m 
* m 

n m 
aafff 


' nkame on 6frangfere? «On n’a pas 
■ pu alter auteurs*, expfique nny 
^tudiarite. «Nons n’avons pas 
assez- d’ argent poor faire des 
Etudes ft rdtzanger*. expliqne un 
autre. «Noas soxnmes trap isotes 
des antres tmrversi^s daiw le 
monde pour jnger les antres . tmi- 
versitds*, disent certains; tandis 
que d’autres rdpondent, satis- 
raits:;«Poarqabi ne pas faire des 
6tndes id, pnisque tout le monde 






«Petra» : le drame 


Non, il ne s’agjt pas de la 
c6lfebre dt6 rose an sad de 
la Jordanie, mais de ia 
Jetuie banque qui vient de 
d6c6der ft I’ftge de 12 ans ft 
Amman. C’est on veritable 
drame socio-^conomique et 
financier. Ddjft en fdvrier 
den uer,.l es employ es; d e la 
banquefavaient p^gqnfi la 
catastrophe. Us ont meo6 
un moixvement courageux 
de protestation et de reven- 
dication. Les enqiloyds et 
ieur syndicat ont gagnd un 
: soutien au niveaa national, 
fls ont signd avec radminis- 
• tration provisoire de la ban- 
que on accord honnorable. Anjourd’hoi 700 employes de la 
banque Pdtra ont perdu lenr travail. Lear boite est en train 
d’etre Uqoidde par la decision gouvemementale dn «Com- 
it^ de la s^enritfi 6oonomicjue>*; Ced est d’autant plus 
p£uad 07 cal que le Iteencietnent de ces centaines d*employds 
: ^urvietif au moment oft 1a Chambre ides d6put6s dibat sur 
le' probldme. du cbOmage! Qui peut croire encore ft la 
«cpoUtique» du pouybir ex6cutif dans ce domaine? 

Certes, certains responsables, notamment le gonvemeur 
.de '-la - Bftnque Centrale, ont rassur6 les employes de la 
banque P6tca. Maps ces declarations n’ont pas deforce de 
loi» comme Fa dit le chef du syndicat des employes de 
banque il y a qtielques joiirs. Dans les milieux syndicaux, 
on afBrme que les. autres banques peuvent intdgrer deux 
cents employes au maximum. En attendant, une grande 
partie des employ &s se retrouvent dans la rue du jour au 
iendemam. Us vWent dans une inquietude profonde sur 
leur vie et Ieur avenir professionnel. 

A qui Ia faiite7 C’est corinu: la liquidation de la banque 
est Faboutissemeot d’un imbroglio. L’opinion publiqae n’a 
pas encore ressenti la volonte de la part des autorites de 
devoOer tome la verite sur le sujet. Au oours de la periode 
du «boom» economique, en effet, Fandenne direction de la 
banque, notamment son P-D.G-, Ahmad Chalabi, s’ est 
pennis de tenter des operations financiftres doutcuses qui 
echappaient au contrdle de la Banque Centrale. En aofit de 
Fannie dernifere, on a d£mis le Conseil d’ Administration 
de ses fonction et on a poorsurvi M. Chalabi judideuse- 
ment. Celui-d avail dfijft quitte le pays iliegalement 
quelques jours au paravant. Rfeultat: la banque est en 
faillite de quelque 230 millions de dinars. C’est la somme, 
rift-on, que M. Chalabi anraft emportd avec luz ft VStranger. 

Quoi qu’il en soit, cette somme doit £tre payfe ou 
rembours£e par qnelqu’un ou, mieux, r6cup6r6e. Un an 
aprfts la dissolution da ConseO d’ Administration, le 
gouvemement a trouv6 la solution: la somme sera rem- 
bouis^e par la Banque Centrale, autant dire Far gent du 
peuple. De plus, les employes seront en grande partie 
ch6meurs. Quant aux responsables de ce drame -pour ne 
pas dire les voleurs- eh bien, fls passent leurs vacances 
paisibtement et agr6ab lenient en ce moment en Europe! 

Notts allom attendre pour voir si les repr6$entants du 
peinfle au Farlement vont approuver ou non cette solution 
du problftme. Notons que le gouvemement a eu recours au 
soindisant «C0nrit£ de la s£curit£ £conomique* -issu de 
F6tat d’urgence et des lois martiales- pour faire passer sa 

decision. • . . 

An moment oft Ton enqufite sur une dizaine de cas de 
corruption, est-ii admissible de dore le dossier de la 
banque P6tra de cette mann&re? 

D est certain que FaSaire de «Fdtra» et d’autres banques 
(Jordan-Gulf bank, etc—) doivent ouvrir les yeux sur les 
lacunes qui existeat dans le sysf&me de contrdle £tabli par 
la Banque Centrale. D s’agit de sommes d’argeut qui 
appartiennent au peuple, m&me si ces banques stmt des 
etaflissements priy6s. Est-il possible, par exemple, d fiten- 
dre Fautorite de la Cour des conq>tes sur les grands 
itabHssements fiianders? Comment peut-on empfidier la 
rfpdtition de Faffaire Bref, nous avons besom 

d’intnxhrire des rtfiwiiies substantielles dans le systeme 
bancaire du pays afin de le purifier de la corruption et de 
re^fimr soil r61e.et son fcractionnement, au service de ■ 
Vificobomie du pays. • 


qui plait aux professeurs, aux 
6 radiants et aux parents car il 
pennet ft IVStudiant, si tout va 
bien, de terminer ses Etudes en 
trois ans au lieu de quatre. Un 
gain important pour les families 
qui comptent souvent beaucoup 
sur le soutien finanrier de leurs 
enfaqts. Deplus, beaucoup d’6tu- 
diants estiment que, sans ce 
trimestre d’6t6, its ne sanraient 
pas quoi faire de Ieur temps, 
n ’ay ant pas, sauf quelques privi- 
■ l£gj£s, assez d'argent pour .voya- 
ger.' 

Quant anx probtemes que ce 
systfcmc pose, its ne sont pas 

Trans- Mane he 


nombreux: U faut payer les droits 
d’inscription tous les trois mois; 
pas assez de vacances pour se 
reposer un peu et reprendre son 
£lan pour la prochaine rentrfe et 
cd fin pas suffbamment de temps 
pour consulter frgquemment la 
bibliothftque. 

Le choix des matteres, des 
horaires de cours et du professeur 
est Iaiss£ ft F£tudiant. Pour 
beaucoup d’enrre eux, c’est un 
pas vers I’inctependance, la liber- 
ty et la responsabiHsation. 

Etudiant en troisiftme ann^e de 
psycho, Ibrahim Zureikat estime 
que les manures qu'fl a choisies 


pour ce semestre sont de bonnes 
vale uni pour son avenir. 

Un probtetne dont tout le 
monde souffre est ia courte 
periode des inscriptions, qui se 
limite ft cinq ou six jours dans le 
meilleur des cas. Qtielques cen- 
taines, parfois mille fttudiants, se 
senrent alors dans la salle des 
inscriptions: c’est trop! 

Pour trouver du travail plus 
fociiement ft la sortie, les <J ra- 
diants s’efforcent d’obtenir la 
moyenne la plus t-levce ft 1'issue 
de leurs 6tudes. 

Turki Diab, docteur es lettres, 
declare avoir choisi !*universit£ 


de Jordanie pour y e n srign e r 
parce qu'fl est araoureux d’elte. 
«Cest mon lieu de rive, msiste-t- 
il, cw je safe qu’une bonDe uni- 
vexsitl comme oefle-d a besotn de 
gens qualifies sur le plan p6dago- 
gique, sdemifique et social.* Ce 
qu’il recherche avant tout, c’est 
un bon contact h amain avec l’6tu- 
diant, Ie vrai et peut-itre le seal 
capital de la Jordanie, scion hri. 
Mais il souhaitcrait que les portes 
des universities soient ouvertes ft 
tous les milieux, avec des frais de 
scolarite moins im portents. 

Si le dipIOme est le bon passe- 
port pour Femploi et ie bon 
moyen de franc hi r de nouvelles 
frontiftres pour la Jordanie, il est 
indispensable de Ie means ft la 
portde finandftre de tout le 
monde. 

Osama aH-Qudhh 

Chiffres 

Au total, Funiversit£ de Jor- 
danie compte Mi enseignants 
pour former 15.609 dtudiants, 
dans ses 13 facuitds. 

En 1989, 23)86 6 tu diants 
sont sortis dipl6me en poche 
(maitrise, DEA ou dooorat) 
de ses muxs. 


Le tunnel bientot ft mi-parcours 


enfants de families pauyres. 

Le systftme d’dtudes ft 
l’nmversit6 de Jordanie, comme 
dans routes les universtfts dn pays 
d’aflleurs, est inspire du modftle 
am£ricain: un premier semestre 
de septembre ft janvier, un deux- 
iftme semestre <te ffvrier ft juin et 
un semestre <T 6z6, intensif celui- 
ci, car deux mois suffiront pour 
apprendre ce qu’on devrait 6tu- 
dfer co quatre mois. Un systftme 


Le 15 juin 1993, Is premiere 
navette s’dlancera dans te tunnel 
sous la Manche flambant neuf, et 
rftaliscra un rftve caressft depuis 
piis de deux cents ans par des 
dizaines d'ing£nieurs d&ireux de 
supprimer le dftrroit du Pas-de- 
Calais qui s6pare la France de la 
Grande-Bretagne. Car c’est en 
1802 qu’Alben Mathieu-Favier 
propose au premier consul Bona- 
parte, te premier projet de tunnel 
ford dans le fond du dfttroit et 
comportant deux galeries, i'une 
fdairee par des torches pour les 
malles-poste et l’autre pour 
l*6coulement des eaux tfinfil tra- 
tion. Au dftbut de Fannie 1990, 
les tunneliers qui rongent nuit et 
jour ft quarante mfttres sous le 
fond de ia mer avaient realist un 
tiers de Fouvrage. On s’attend ft 
ce qu'un beau jour du mois de 
d6cembre de cette annCe les 
6quipes franfaise et britannique 
se retrouvent dans le tunnel de 
service pour une poignfte de main 
historique. 

Le tunnel sous la Manche en 
comportera en fait trois: deux 
tunnels de 7,30 metres de dt- 
amfttre oft drculeront en sens 
unique les coovois ferroviaires et, 
entre les deux, un troisiftme plus 
petit, djt de service, pour hi dr-, 
dilation des 6qmpes d’entretien 
et d’ftvacuation des voyageurs en 
cas d’urgence. Chacun de ces 
trois tub^ part de Sangatte, prfts 
de Calais, et plonge sous terre 
pour gagner la coucbe de craie 
bleue qui est en prindpe im- 
permeable ft l’eau. D suit cette 
veine sous le fond du ddtroit et 
remonte vers Folkestone oft il 
sort ft Fair fibre cinquante 
kilometres pits loin: 
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1,40 mfttre ft Theure 

Les tunneliers qui rongent la 
roebe sont de vlritables trains de 
trois-cents metres de long, dont la 
tete est un boudier pivotant dont 
les dents de tungst&ne crodcnt la 
craie avant de l'dvacuer vers l'ar- 
riftre sous forme de boues qu’em- 
portent ensuite des wagonnets. 
L’arriftre du «train» est une 
machine qui tapisse les parois de 
la cavitl avec des voussoirs Stan- 
ches ft la cadence de 1,40 mfttres ft 
l’beure. Le conducteur de Fengin 
est guid£ par un faisceau laser et 
ne doit pas s'£tre trompe de plus 
de quarante centimetres au point 
de jonction avec les equipes 
creusant de Fautre cdtd. Environ 
3.1XK) ouvriere travaillent sur cha- 
cun des chan tiers, ou verts sur les 
deux rives de la Manche, vingt 
quatre heures sur vingt quatre et 
364 jours par an, puisque seule la 
ffite de la Sainte Barbe, patronne 
des minenrs, est chomfte... 

Comment franchira-t-on la 
Manche lorsque Fouvrage sera 
achevg? Soft avec Fun des trains ft 
grande vitesse qui relieront la 
caphale britannique ft Paris ou ft 
BruxeUe; on estime que le tunnel 
et leTGV permettront de reduire 
le temps de parcours par train et 
ferries, entre Paris et Londres, de 
5hl2 aujourd’hui ft 3 heures en- 
viron. Soit avec I’une des navettes 
ferroviaires qui embarqueront 
aux terminaux de Sangatte et de 
Folkestone les voitures particu- 
Hftres et les camions. Les passa- 
ges demeureront ft l’int£rieur de 
Ieur vfthicule pendant les 38 mi- 
nutes que durera le trajet rftalisd 
ft la vitesse de 130 Km/h. Anivfi 
de I’autre cdtft du d6troit, les 



Les numdiers travaiBeot 364 
Jours par an. 

vdhicules descendront de la 
navette comme Us le font d'un 
car-ferry et rejoindront le reseau 
routier classique. Le prix du pas- 
sage sera vraisemblablement de 
10 ft 15% inforieur a ceux des 
bftteaux en service actuellement. 

Un onvrage rentable 

Les difficultfts n'ont pas man- 
qu6 pour ce qui est consid^re 
comme te chan tier te plus impor- 
tant de la planftte. Tout d’abord, 
les tunneliers n’ont pas fonction- 
n£ immediate meat de fa?on opti- 
male. Du cdt£ frangais, il dtait 
pr£vu qne les tunneliers "rencont- 
rcnt des infiltrations <Feau; aussi 
sont-ils con?us pour affronter, 
comme un sous-marin, des press- 
ions de 10 kilos par centimetre 
carre, mais les conduites qui 
adieminaient les boues d’abord 
sous presaon, puis sous atmos- 
phere normale, ont commence ft 
se rompre sous I'effort. Du cdt6 
anglais, les tunneliers ont 6t6 


obliges de ere user en terrain in- 
onde alors que les gCologues 
avaient annoncC qu'fl serait sec, 
ce qui a ralenti considCrablement 
leur avance. Tout est rentrft dans 
I’ordre et Ie chan tier est m£me, 
du odte frangais, en avance de 
plusteurs semaines, sur Fdchdan- 
der. 

L’entreprise a aussi dft affron- 
ter des dilutes finandftres. Lors- 
qu’il est apparu in 6vi table que le 
tunnel coOrerait 15 milliards de 
francs de plus que les 60 milliards 
qui avaient £t£ annonefs, le con- 
cession naire «EurotunneU et les 
entrep rises chargees de la con- 
struction reanies dans le consor- 
tium «Transmancbe Link* ont eu 
du mal ft s'entendre sur la reparti- 
tion de cette charge imprevue. 
Les 208 banques qui financent 
Fouvrage les ont persuade d’ao- 
cepter un compromis au ddbut du 
m<tis de fdvrier. Le chantier con- 
tinue. 

M£me les sceptiques qui ont 
longtemps predit que le tunnel 
sous la Manche ne serait pas plus 
acbevd que lors des tentatives 
preeddeutes, en 1881 et 1973, 
commencent ft y croire.- Pres 
d’une vingtaine de milliards de 
francs y ont 6t6 dtepensds. La 
SNCF, British Rail et la SNCB 
beige ont commmandd les TGV 
qui y drculeront Les 400.000 
actionnaires dn monde eotier qni 
ont apportf leurs foods ft Euro- 
tunnel ont de bonnes raisons d'e- 
sp6rer la rentabflit6 exceptionneL 
le de 18% qui leur a 6t£ promise 
puisque, d&s la premiftre amtee 
de son fonctioiuienient, le tunnel 
ne verra pas passer moins dc 
trente millions de passages. 

Akin Faujas 


Koweft-Irak. L'lrak a accuse le Koweit dans un nnSmorendum- 
adresre lundi ft la Dgue arabe de «voler» depuis 1960 du p£trole 
iraJtien en pompant dans la nape du champ pftrolifSre de Roumafla,' 
prfts de la frontiftre commune, et de grignoter ses frontiftres. Bagdad 
e 6galement accusd le Koweit dVinonder d6lib6r6ment^ et en- 
complidie avec les Erairats Arabes Unis, te marchft pfttrolier- 
intemational en violation des quotas fixes par l’OPEP. Le Koweit a. 
nejetd en bloc jendi ces accusations et a demand^, dans un message: 
adress 6 au secretaire'^ general de la Ligue arabe, de choisir uue 
commission arabe qui&erait chargee de trancher dans Faffaire de ses 
frontiftres avec Flrak: 

Sud-Libao. Les combats ont repris lundi entre le mouvement Amal 
(pro-syrien) et te Hezbollah (pro-iranien) qui se disputent te contrdle 
de ia cooununaute chiite au Sud-Liban, faisant au moins 44 tu£s et 
104 blessfts, en m^t>rit6 des miiiriens. Une treve humanitaire, 
demanctee par le Contitd International de la Croix-Rouge (CICR) el 
accept^ par les belligfirants, n’a pas StS respect Se, et les combats ont 
repris avec violence dfts jeudi soir dans le massif de I'Jqtim 
at-Touffah. 

Ben BeUa. L'anrien president algdrien Ahmed Ben Bella, qui est en 
exil en Suisse, rentr&ra en Algfrie d£but septembre. Ahmed Ben 
BeUa, president de fe toute nouvelle republique algerienne en 1962, 
renvered en 1965 parMe colonel Houari Boumddienne, vivant en exil 
depuis 1981 aprfes 1^4 ans de dfttention, revient au pays «pour y 
renforcer te mouvement ctemocratique. 

Cachemire. Les vdritables discussions sur Ie Cachemire entre I'Inde 
er te Pakistan ont c4mmenre jeudi ft Islamabad aprfts une premiftre 
journde consacrde ft ddfinir avec precision les causes de la crise entre. 
les deux pays. Ces dntretiens surviennent aprfts quelque six mois de 
grave tension ft la -frontiftre entre les deux pays. Le Cachemire, 
partagd entre Finds et le Pakistan, fait Fobjet d’un litige territorial 
qui a conduit ft deux des trois guerres indo-pakistanaises. 

US A- Vietnam. Le secretaire d'Etat amdricain. James Baker, 
rompant un ostracasme de 15 ans envers te Vietnam, a annoned 
mercredi l'ouverture du dialogue avec Hanoi pour empddier le 
retour des Khmers-Rouges au Cambodge. Washington veut dialo- 
guer avec les Vietnamiens pour les convaincre d'exercer leur! 
influence sur M. Hun Sen afin de order les conditions propices ft des 
dlections libres au Cambodge. Il a affirme qu’il ne s'agissait pas d’line 
normalisation des rapports avec Ie Vietnam, avec lequel les Etats- 
Unis n'ont toujouri pas dtabli de relations dipiomatiques depuis la fin 
de Ia guerre en 1975. 

Sfttsme. Le tremblement de terTe qui a frappd lundi dernier les 
Philippine a probiblement coute la vie ft 700 personnes et fait un 
millier de blessds, selon les demiers bilans offiriels. Plus de 400 
personnes, dont au moins cinq Grangers, ont dtd officieltement. 
dddardes tudes par le sdisme, qui avait atteint une intensity de 7,7 sur 
Fdchelle ouverte de Richter. 

Trafic. Une enqudte adiministrative sur une affaire de trafic d’armes ; 
entre le Liban et la France a etc demandde par le minis tre des^ 
Affaires Etrangftres frangais, M. Roland Dumas. Des anues achetdes 
au Liban par des policiers travaillant au service de sdcuritd de' 
l’arabassade de France ft Beyrouth auraient 6td revendues ft la pftgre 
frangaise et auraient notamment 6t& utilises lots d’attaques de; 
transports de fonds en France. 

France-Japon. Les premiers ministres japonais et frangais, MM. 
Toshihi Kaifu et Midiel Rocard sont convenu s jeudi ft Tokyo 
d'intensifier ft Favenir leur cooperation en politique fttrangftre et 
envisagent la creation d’un comite pour des ^changes de vues 
reguliers entre les deux pays. 

Inflexion. Consequence des grands changements survenus ft FEst, le 
budget 1991 de la Defense frangaise est un budget d’«dnflexion». Ce 
budget, fix6 ft 195 milliards de F (35,5 milliards de dollars), affiche 
une hau5se de 3% par rapport ft 1990, soit ft peine plus que {’inflation 
pr6yue pour cette I’anj>6e prochaine (23%), mais nettement moins 
que te progression moyenne du budget (5,4%). 

Canal-Enfants. Une septiftme chaine de television. Canal-Enfants, 
a ete autorisee ft emettre par faisceau hertzien par Ie Conseti 
Superieur de l’Audiovisuel, organisme charge en France de la 
regulation de Taudiovisuel. Chaine ft p£age. Canal-Enfants 
presentera un programme ininterrompu de 7h30 ft 21h30 au plus tard, 
variable en. fonction du calendrier scolaire et compose ft 35% de 
fiction, 15% de-dessins animes. 10% de documentaires et 40% de 
jeux et de productions originates. 
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Home Appliances 
duty Free is available 

• Freezers 

■ Refrigerators 

■ Washers* Gas Ranges 


l;l Wafa Dajani & Sons Co. 
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5peaaJis(s in Packing 
Air & Sea height forwarding 
Storage & insurance 
House - hold effects insured 
by Jordan French Insurance Co. 
Valuable . Commodities 



The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m . 

6;3Q-MidnigJn 

Tel. 638968 



SEAFOOD 

SUNDAY 

LUNCHEON 

BUF FET 

W Rest665121 


,jmu $ b 5 

Tlv Reifenc, Pnloce Hoi *1 


LOBBY LOUNGE 


^LSABEEL 

pMt^ANO 

ENTERTAINMENT 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

TmkmawnyavaHMbbe 

Open daily 12:00 - 15-30 
18:00-3:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 ‘ > 


/ NIGHTCLUB 

& Restaurant 

fblkloric troupes, ballet dan- 
cer, luxurious dinner 
Singing — Dancing and Fun 

<^ODOKB 


LOOKING 
FOB A PLACE 
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Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


r : CHEN S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
* Supermarket 

Mot&ollan Barbeque for 
Lflnch Friday only 
J Tel: 818214 

jCome and taste our 
specialrties 
daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

. ,17 6:30 - Midnight , 


Tl^ First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
[Kitchenette in every 
room...! 
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Just CaH Us 

Sales Dept. 833479 
Rental Dept. 833478 
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colorful atmosphere 
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shemisani-iel : bo 11250 
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Baisse de la fr6quentation 


/ 


Controverse autour du festival 


de Jerash 


Entre espolr et deception, les visiteurs du festival de able. Us expriment, pour one grande majority 
Jerash ont change cette ann£e d’attitude et d’opinion d’entre era, one insatisfectkm quant k la quality 

sur le contenu de cet Mement pourtant remarqu- arttsttqoe et cuttnrelle de ses spectacles. . 


«En comparaison avec les 
anodes ptecddentes, le festival a 
rdgressd, estime un ingdnieur qui 
a assistd k la ptupaxt des man- 
ifestations des deux premiers 
jours. A mon avis, la prindpale 
raison de la regression du festival 
cette amide est que les gens ne 
vont pins 14-bas pour partiaper et 
profiler de ses aspects culturels*. 


D’aotres personnes qui n’ont 
pas assists au festival cetteannde 
expriment le mdme point de vne, 
oonstddrant qn’fl n’y a pas assez 
de groupes conn ns contrairement 
& ce qu’on avail obserte pendant 
tonte llnstoire du festival. 

De plus, le spectacle de Nabfl 
Sh’eii, un chaateur trfes oflftbre, a 
dtd marqud par un incident au 


PASSEZ-MOI MON FRANCAIS 


Cauchemars 


Ave Egoia, 


La deiuri&me guerre mondiale a pris fin en 1944. Mais 
nous n’avons pu .retoumer cfaez nous, en Jordanie, qn’en 
dScembre 1946. Nous dtions des rescapds d’une experience 
des plus dures. Les SS dtaient un pehdnomdne difficile 4 
accepter. Ces jeunes hommes beaux et sains prisonmers 
d’un schema inhnaginarif , prets 4 obdlr aux ordres les plus 
foils comme des robots sans fanes et sans culture, 1’oeil 
etincelant de fanatisme, idiot ement convaincus de leur 
superiorite de suihommes, auraient 6t6 pathdtiquement 
ridicules s’Os n’avaient pas 6t6 si tragiquement dangereux, 
crueis et bornes. Des chiens de Pavlov aux reflexes 
conditioning. 

On essayait d’oublier tout cela, de le considdrer comme 
un cauchemar. Nous avions l'espoir, la conviction, que 
cette experience ne permettrait plus jamais, jamais, aux 
hommes de retomber dans les pifeges du fanatisme. 

A ce point de ma vie, dans la donee reatite retrouvee, 
j ’admirais une belle lampe en opaline bleue et sentais sous 
mes doigts le relief de sa decoration; la porte d'entrde 
sonna. Une lettre d’invitation dtait remise qui venait d’un 
Emir d’un des pays voisins, qui connaissait Papa depuis 
1923 et l’invitait pour saluer son retour. Le porteur de cette 
missive devait revenir nous chercher 4 ia date etablie pour 
le voyage. 

Nous sommes finalement partis et on a £ut plusieurs 
heures de piste. A un certain moment, notre guide s’est 
arrete, a prononce un MOT, et vofl4 qu’au beau milieu du 
desert surgit le chateau des fees. Deux Stages et sa terrasse 
bordee de creneaux. II etait bad en azgfle petrie avec du 
chaume, le soleil le faisait brfller d’un eclat predeux. Une 
fois a I’interieur, il fallait s’habituer un peu 4 la penombre 
car toutes les fendtres donnaient sur la cour interieure du 
chateau: cette penombre empSchait les mouches et la 
grande chaleur d’y entrer. La cour centralc du rez-de- 
chaussee etait dominee par une galerie, un porche qui 
courait tout autour du premier etage, dont les duunbres 
elles aussi etaient ainsi protegees. Des fentes savamment 
ouveites dans les muxs permettaient a une brise trfcs 
agreable de drculer dans tout le b&timent Et 1’odeur... 
Comment pourrai-je jamais oublier 1’odeur de cet endroit 
feerique? Toute la lingerie etait gardde dans de gros co fires 
en bois de santal rouge. C*etait emvrant,incroyablement 
bon. Plusieurs coaches de tapis rendaient le sol moelleux 
et, dans le salon, des divans bas couraient tout autour des 
murs; des piles de coussins colores etaient ia pour y 
appuyer les coudes. Des serviteurs se tenaient prfcs des 
portes, prSts a satisfaire tous nos desirs: ils etaient debout 
sur une seule jambe, dont le mollet servait d’appui a 1’ autre 
jambe, qui s’y reposait plide a angle droit. De temps a 
autre, ils inversaient la position. Visages, mains et pieds de 
tout le monde etaient races, elegants. Je me sentais gauche, 
j’etais consdente de ta ' difference ' qui existait entre mes 
mains, qui sans etre elegantes avaient du caractdre et mes 
pieds qui etaient epais. 

Dans la cour, une dizaine de faucons de chasse posaient 
sur leurs perch oirs. U y avait une ressemblance entre le 
proffl des hommes et celui des oiseaux. Quelque chose 
d’ affile, de trenchant, une precision , du regard, une 
intensity rapide, Entre Emir, visiteurs, secretaires et 
serviteurs, habilies de la m6me faqon, en blanc immacuie, 
une familiarite spontann6e, nature lie, respectueuse. Pen 
avais le souffle coupe. Comme e’est l’habitude du pays, 
tous les habitants du coin et ceux qui y transitaient avaient 
le droit d’accdder au «Diwan» et l’Emir etait responsable 
de tout ce qui les touchait et leur arrivah. A table, nous 
etions servis par le prince en personne et ses serviteurs: ils 
allaient manger, aprbs nous, ensemble. Dans nos chambres 
4 coucher, des tables etaient couvertes de pyramides de 
fruits, de sucreries et de plusieurs carafes contenant du jus 
de grenades, de citrons, de raisin. Au hammam, on puisait 
1’eau avec des bob d ’argent dseies. 


Deux ans passent. Tout k fait par hasard, je reprends en 
main la lampe d’ppaline. Elle est felde. Machinalement, je 
car esse cette blessure qui me fait de la peine; la porte 
sonne. Le messager se prdsente avec une lettre de l’Emir 
qui nous invite de nouveau. A bien y regarder, est-ce que le 
messager est yraiment le m6me que i’autre fois? II lui 
ressemble surement mais son expression a changd. Je n’y 
pense plus et, le jour venu, nous nous meltons en route. Au 
m£me endroit oil, la fois prdeddente, il avait prononed le 
MOT, le messager s’amSte et, l’air hagard, marmonne 
quelque chose. J’attends avec trepidation 1’apparition que 
je connais mais qui n'a rien perdu de sa fascination. Non, le 
messager s’est trompd, ce n’est pas le chateau qu’fl fait 
apparaltre, mais une triste villa .en ciment armd, toutes 
fenfaxes ouvertes au dehors. Plus de hamm a m aux bots 
d'aigent, plus de coffres en bois de santal, plus de divans ni 
de coussins. A leur place, des lustres de Moreno, -des 
fauteuils de style Louis XV et des armoires de style vdnitien 
du XVIIfeme... enfin presque. 

«Non! Non! Non!», je crie. 

j’ai peur de ne plus pouvoir accdder k la dimension oh le 
beau chateau m’attend. 

Le gdnie messager essaye encore, mais quelque chose 
s'est fold Hans sa mdmoire. H a oubhd le MOT. Je m’en 
veux de ne pas I’avoir dcoutd la premiere fins. Comment 
me rdsigner aufait que je n’aie pas ea la presence d’espnt 
d’ Ali-Baba? _ 

J’attends toujours qu’un gdnie messager vienne trapper k 
ma porte pour me recondtrire par le bon chemin.-- 
Vale, Egeria! Je ne t’&rirai plus pendant on certain temps 
car je pars en vacances. On se retrouvera en scpteuibre. Je 
pense rai beaucoup k toi et, dfts mon retour, je te raconterai 
mes experiences de voyage. 


debut du festival: des gens exit 
distribue des brochures de prf- 
sentation dn festival pendant qu’fl 
chantait et se soot p!ong6s dans 
cette lecture au Hen de Fdcouter. 
Ces perturbations et le desordre 
general qui s’est ensuivi, ontcon- 
tribud k fairc de ce spectacle un 
dchec. 

D’autres personnes, qd ont 
assistd an festival, critiquent le ■ 
manque de profondeur des activi- ' 
t£s cultureDes proposdes. «Un 
objectif du festival- est d’emidrir 
les mouvements culturels.cn Jor- 
danie, en offrant an public 
TensemUe des erdateurs jorda- 
mens du moment dans les 
domaines diffdrents de la culture 
et des arts, mais je crois qu’on est 
loin d’avoir atteint cet objectif*, 
considfcre une institutrice tflrbid. * 

«Je crois que les- activitds cul- 
ture Ues ne sont pas d’un niveau 
assez ■ dtevd.' En fait, elles ont 
besoin de la coopdration du pub- 
lic phis que de celle des autoritds 
compdteutes*, explique un dtu- 
diant en magistdre k ITJniversitd . 
de Jordanie. 

Cependant, d’autres gens se 
plaignent de ce qn'fls appellent 
«de comportement des gens 1&- 
bas» et de la chertd des places et 
des produits & conspmmer sur 
place. 

«Pour vous dire la vdritd, 
j’aime bien aller au festival de 


Jerash, mais cette annfe, j’ai £td 
Ohs 6tonndc par le fait que j’ai 
&6 beaucoup pins ddrangde que 
les anndes prdeddentes par le 
comportement des hommes en- 
vers notre gronpe de femmes, 
raconte une partiripante. Un 
bouune qui etait compfetement 
saofit a agressd une fiDe de notre 
groupe pendant qu’elle etait en 
train d’adieter des berissons et 
nous avoas dfl faire appeler la 
police pour quH mette fin £ ses 
actes.» 

. Xa hausse des prix au festival a 
&t6 un autre element essentieJ du 
renoncement de beaucoup de 
gras & y aller plusieuzs fob conr- 
me les annees precedentes. 

«Le fait que les prix des raf- 
raictriss e men ts et des denx6es 
soient doubles au festival nous a 
decourages de partidper k certain 
evenements cette azmee», affinne 
un couple de spectateurs. . 

«Je crois que ce festival est le 
seol vrai even ement culture] de ce 
pays et qu’fl faut lui donner plus 
d’importance et plus' de travail, 
explique un direct ear d’une gros- 
se entrepxise d’ Amman. A mon 
avis, e'est le idle dn public, en 
felt, de partidper d’avantage et 
de contribuer k la reussite du 
festival, spedalemcnt dans le 
domaine culture!* 


S.K. 


Groupe de Fuheis 

Un succte mdritd 


Ce soir, le groupe folklorique de Fuheis (GFF) animexa le 
th6Stxe sod, au festival de. Jerash, par sa musique arabe classique 
et ses chansons titees du folklore joidanien. fi s’agit d'un groupe 
distmgul qui a connu jusqu’k aujourd’hui un snccis et une 
popularife assez grands, k 1'inferieur comme k Fexferieur de la 
Jordanie ($yrie, Irak, Tunisie, etc...). Le Jonrdain a rencontr£ 4 
cette occasion un des prindpaux anima tears dn groupe, Sakhr 
Hattar, 27 ans, professeur k llnstitut National de Musique. 


Le Jourdahi: Voulez-vous bien re tracer un peu la g6nftse et 
1’dvolution de votre groupe? 

Sakhr Hattar: En 1976-1977, fl y avait un centre culture! dans 
notre vflle, Fuheis (4 20Km 4 1'ouest d’Amman). Moi et quelques 
amis, nous y entrahnons des adolescents, jusqu’d ce que le centre 
forme ses portes en 1978. En 1980, j’ai commence 4 etudier la 
musique. .Vu I’absence de debpudies pour les mnsidens.dans le 
pays, mes amis et moi avons commence 4 nous entrainer pour 
fonner un groupe.’ Nous voukms egafement affirmer Tearibteace 
de notre musique arabe originale face 4 l'xpyasiotn de la musique 
ocridentale qui a assailJi les jeunes du pays. Au debut de 19ffi, 
nous etions 12 ^r 9 ons et 8 fiUes, la plupart des amis, pour lancer 
le groupe. Nous nous prdparions 4 faire notre premiere apparition 
au Hie festival de Jerash en juillet 1962 (reporte k jmDet ^1983 4 
cause de la guerre dn Liban). Nous avons beaucoup travaflie et 
nous avons annonce notre premiere apparition par une grande 
campagne de publidte. Les billets out ete vite veudus et un grand 
□ombre de personnes ont dfi rester dehors, fru$tr£es. Le .succes 
que nous avons rencontre en 1983 nous a encourages k aller 
encore plus loin. Depuis, nous paxtidpons au festival de Jerash 
chaque anitee, sauf en 1989. 

LJ: Pourquoi? 

SH: Poor des raisons que je n’aime pas fivoquer id Cest du 



c 
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Sur le compte du bien, du mal et du 

laid 


Le Haya Arts Center d 1 Amman prfeentera les mardi 24, 
mercredi 25 ct jeotfi 26 an soir, 4 Jerash, un ^pectadc de qnatorze 
marionnettes, en kmgage populaire jordanien, sur Hn^oire de 

CeadrfDoo. 

Cette version de Hassan Kambadiawi, teafisde par Nabfl 
Sawalha, ne tfappuie ni sur le come c£Uibre de Charles Perranh 
(«Les conies de ma mfcre L’Oye*) ni sur la verskm non moms 
coniine des fibres Grimm («Les contcs de renfant et du foyer*), 
L’auteur y a pris les indications g€n6rales du scenario et les a 
adaptees 4 la mode oriemale. La structure -presentee dans le 
monde entier en- plus, de 500 versions diffferentes, dont la plus 
andenne remonte 4 la Chine du IX^me sfede^ reste intacte: 
malmende par sa belle-mere qt ses drax.dexm-sooirs^ etmalgte 
tons leuxs complots, la fidile Cendriflon -avec l’aide d’mie fee 


bienveillante- rdussit 4 faire la rencontre d'un prince qui fera son 
bonheur. . . 

Pour les cteateurs-de la version jordanienne, fl ne faisait aucuu 
doute que lTiistoire de Cenfrflhm dvqquait le conffit dteroel entre 
le Men et le mal. C&qm opposait I'anteutet le rfaBsatour, avant 
qu’fls he se ' mettent . fin^ement d'accord, c’dtait la fegon de 
reptesenter ces deux antipodes. 

■■ «Je voulais que mes poupdes reflfetent dairement les notions du 
bien et du mat, (fit -Hassan Kambabhawi, quL est aiissi le 
fabriquant des marionnettes,- que ma Cendriflon sort one beaute 
-dbloulssante et que la marfitre qui la toumente, aina que ses 
deux filles jalouses, soient ansa laides que des poux^ 1 
«Erreurl», s’est skua fecrid Nabil Sawalha. «Tai esxpliqud 4 
Hassan, pourarit-il, qu’il nous fallait, pour fttre vraisemblables, 
line conception pins nuanode. Faute de quoi ces conespondances 
-le bien avec on visage beau et le mal avec one mine laide- 
donneraient -surtout au jeune public- une idde fatusse de ce qui 
constitne le laid dans Ia vie. Le beau ne fait pas toujours le bien et 
le laid n’incame pas toujours le mal.* 

Consequences: Cendriflon se transforme en fille de beaute 
mqyenne et les demL-soems taiderems, en demoiselles attrayantes. 
Mfeme la cruefle-belle-mdre se rdvdle avoir 6x6 une beaute en son- 
temps. Quant an prince, e’est un jeune homxne phis charmd que 
charmant, une qualitd qui plait 4 son animateur in te r p rt te, Munir 
Oaddoumi, un des comddiens qui prfctent leur voix aux quatoize 
fantoches et marionnettes 4 gaine et 4 tige. 

«Les nuances de Nabfl font l’intdrSt de ce rfHc, estime Munir 
Qaddoumi, jaogeant les mdrites de son prince. Comme fl ne 
correspond pas a une idde prdcongue dn prince des contes et n’est 
pas d’emblde une personne frappante, je suis contraint d’dvoquer 
ses vertus par sa fagon de parier et de se comporter. J’ai bien 
dtudid ses quatitds. Cest un jeune bomme de caractdre accomo- 
dant et charitable, qui vent le bien de tons. Il a une beautd 
naturelle. Voil4 ce qui fait son channe.* 

L'interprdtation de la fde marraine, en revanche -un prbUdme 
dpineux dn spectacle- ne fnt xdsolu que grSce 4 l’idde convention- 
neile que Ton peut avoir d'une fde. 

En arabe, explique le rdalisateur Nabfl Sawalha, le mot 
«djemyeh» dvoque on dtre de disposition mdchante. Or la fde 
dans ce drame reprdsente la conscience du public qui cherche 4 
rdcompenser Cendriflon pour son h umiKte et sa ddvotion. Nous 
avons rdsohi le dflemme en erdant une poupde’ radieuse qui 
apparait comme un dldment presque inqnipable, mfime 4 
Cendriflon, et nous avons ajoutd un qualificatif 4 rappeflationr ' 
die est maintenant «djeniyyat al-Kheir>, la fide de la bontd.». 

A propos du fameux soulier, grSce auquel le Prince rcconnaitra 
Cendriflon, et dont on se dexnande depuis des lustre sH doit dtre 
en velours ou en verre, rinterprdte do prince, Munir Qaddoum se 
contente de sburire, taudis que. Fauteur se prdpare 4 exprimer un 
avis; «Ni en verre, ni en velours, (fit Hassan Kambadiawi, mais fl 
tol conviendra 4 ravir.* 

Sami Kamal 


“Le magnilkquc*’ (1973). Film 
(Faventnres et de smpcais, de 
Fhiliqppe de Broca, avec Jean- 
Paul Behnondo., Poursuites _ en 
voiturc et casdufea garanties, 
avec Fhumour en prime. 

Cadre Canard Fnapfe, Ml 23 
Jdfclk “ 
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“The African Qs*n”, de C.S. 
Forester, avec Humphrey Bogart 


et- Katherme HepbunT (Noir ct 
-Blanc).- L’hxstoixc (Tun marin 
sofitmre et bourraqui embarque 
4 'son bord une belle masion- 
aaire. Ds ddscendeatenseaible un 
fleuve africain long et tnmultaeux 
pour tenter de saboter unnavire 
demand pendant la par e m ifa re 
guerre moncfiale. 

72 4 


19fal5 - 
muaque 


“The red badge of courage”, 

(1951) inspite du c616bre roman 
mnfefeainde Stephen Bent Crane 
sur les tribulations d’une jeune. 
-recrue de Tann6e am4ricaine 
pendant la gueire de Sdeessicm:- 
les marches, la peur du combat, 
la sonffrrace, la ' home, d’un 
jeune homme qui rnurit trap vite. 
Le thteie de la peur- exprime 
aussi la haine de John Huston 4 
l’dgard du McCarthisme , qui 
sdvissait.4 Fdpoque o4 le film i .flit 
tounte. 

Ccatre tmMrwht, fe jcadl 26 JoBct4 
19h fa 
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On6-chib. Stance qnotidieiine 4 
20h00. Projection aop^foe n ta a ie; 
pour les jeones, le jeudi 4 BSfaOO. 
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18b30 - La { 

e ma p o a de van^tes.f- ' .**.= 1 
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Dimanche: “Birdy” (1985)^ 
■d* Alan Parker. 

Lm& “Gothic” (1989), de Ken 
Bussell. 



Mardi: /The big costume” 
(1984), film irakien de Shnkri 
JamaL ... ?. 


17h20 .“Sam. , 

coaleais nisiMriS ■ Kanata ... ' 


■V 


Pierre Btroem r Le 


Mercrafi: “Chronic of the yeaxk ' 
of fire”, film mgfeien de Lakdahr 
Hamma. 


Jcadt “Kasr Kassem”, fifanilbs^ 
iufis de Purhan DUawanu - 


1 


ses riches pareirtSt fl est-rwjefflr pur 
one fendDe . panvrc ^ q^. faute de 

iT tohnaax,'.' jos^aii'; jo^S, ; oa -il .res 


V mdrrdfa “Zest”, film marocam' 
deTmef Fadflcy. - . 



JUMUnn. .1 ... ■ .- , 


■tenrfdecine de .y 


Sanedh T love the sweet fruits" 
(1976), film syrien de Marwaa 
Habdad. 

na a mka •rfelaak.'Me de 
rutemritf, praBre 4 Mle aprts 
n>0(ri Jfresslrwi jmb pranftre k 
g u ch c . Le Hi# rhib se tre a t* 4 o- 
vlreaL 3N a. , nr h cache de le 
route. 


I7M5 tous"! 

Emission - vandtes- 


. chantetBe PaWcfe-T6Md. : .^> v - l .- ■ 

' UhM V IxfonmaL VJ . ' 

19b IS- -'.DdcHipfcn&iKi T^dncadf: 


Connais ta fes pufs?^ 3 /.*» 
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DIVERS 


CONCERTS 
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Marionettes. Representation de Cendriflon (Cinderella), d*api4s le' 
crate de Charles Pertault, par le Haya Arts Centre. Vofr Focus. 
Festival de Jonah, Ice nardl 24, nereredl 25 etjodl 26 Jafflet, de 19U0 4 ZUu 
Prix des.]dae« j JD. 


Jszz-Fnmce L’Ambassade de France ptesentera au fe^tiva .de 
Jerash, avec le cracoura d’Air-France, le trio dec goflare dte Clutriian 
Escoudd, acoompagod pour l'oocaakm par )e grand accqrdfioniste, • 
Marcel Azzola. ■ . . T-' .-V. ; ‘V V.l :-..’ ' - 

JeradL.ee dhoache 22 Juflkt 4 21h3e. hh WiAte 3JB[. - 



Mats croisSs 

pmr Aren Atand 

ABCDEFGHIJ 


Grape de Nek r Hud dB te r I* 


LJ: Avez-vous animd des soirges en dehors du festival de Jerash? 
SH: Oui, en 17ionneur .de la population de Fuheis, qui nous a 
soutenus beaucoup", et en mai cternier avec la collaboration du 
dub des jeunes 4 Fuheis. Nous avons aiissi anim£ quelques settees 
4 Amman, mais e’est rare. 

En revanche, nous avons ea Fhonneur de reptesenter la 
Jordanie an festival de Carthage (en Tunisie) en 1987, et au 
festival de Bebel (en Irak) en 1988 et en 1989. Cest le Minist&re 
de ia. culture qui nous- a demandd d’y partidper. 

LJ: Commen t vous d6brquiIlcz-vou$ finandireinent? 

SH: D’abcrrd, nous ne travaillons pas en permanence pour le 
gronpe. Les qnatre premieres amtees nous comptions'sur nous- 
mfimes et surla popuiation de Fuheis. EJi 1987, le Ministere de la 
culture nous a soutenus' un pen. Four le moment, ce qm compte 
pour nous e’est le sontien moral des autoritfs. 

LJ: Le nom ofihciel de votre groupe est «Le groupe de Fuheis 
pour ,1a resurrection du - patrihwine», -pourquoi ce nom? 

SH: Nous croyoiB que la musique arabe classique est beauxoup 
plus riche que je folklore jordanien. Or le public jordanien n’avait 
pas I'occasion anparavant d’avoir un contact direct avec cette 
musique. Nous voolons tesnsdter- cette belle musique (celle de 
l’Andalousie par exemple) et la faire appteder par le public arabe 
(nos cassettes se vendent en Syrie, en Jordanie, en Irak et 
aifleurs). 

En m6me temps,, nous consid6rons ce travail comme une 
introduction indispensable pour ddvelopper la chanson arabe 



Horizon talemenL 

1: poor dgpanager. 2: proiKMi 
personod; lettre grecque. 3: rfp- 
rouve par la morale. 4: exprime. 5; 
pour le fil et les aiguilles. 6: refus 
anglais; interjection. 7: faute. 8: 
mesure; 100 m2. 9: sp6dalit6; 
satellite de la Terre. 10: coupe le 
petit bois; fpoques. 


VerticafemenL 


At elles vh/ent 4 Test du Rhui. B: 
sans le sou; tente. C: chapeaux 4 
deux poinxes. D: toujours. £.- rfpri- 
mande; article. F: fah partie ttafc 
fipre uves de'gymhastiquc. G: co- 
pain; re^oit le bulletin de vote. IE 
peu; br&mer. J: instruments de 
musique.. 


moderate et, eafin. prar aider 4 d£vek>pper la culture- artistiqoe 
du public arabe en g^n^raL Nous devons faire face 4 1’invasion des 

-i J- ' 1 . 


(Solution ia setnaioe prochaioe) 


chansons importees de knn. 

LJ: Qu’y a-t-3 de nouveau as DCe festival de Jerash? -.. 

SB: D y aura beaucoup de chasons du “folklore jordanien qui 
serotrt interprfitfes pour la p r e m idre fois. fl y aura Element 
deux nouveanx jeunes joueurs de luth, flges de 13 et 14-ans. Je 
tenninerai la srade par un rficital de luth en solo. 


Solution de la gride JV. 19: 


Propos recoriflfa 
par SokinuH Swehs 


DOnZuflI8lnIKfiU 

1: duatoones. It tetir, me. 3t 
orteik. 4: urine;' abW. 5: senes; 
tee. 6t tue; Sidoo. 7: ires; &El 8: 
strate. 9 : In; Hems, lfc ftammes. 


Verticalemaa; 

A: eroustille. fc horreur, at, O 
attitees. 0: meat; stem. E: trides. 
F: si; Ain. G: Nasa; dette. H: ni;' 
brodfes. I: cat; Wni. J: sentee; test; 


LE SAVIEZ-VOUS ? 


BABY-BOOM. Neuf mois aptes le tremblement de terre de San 
Francisco, les ctiniques de la rfegicm ont enregistrf une augmentation 
des naissances, atteignant quelques fois le double des naissances 
hairituelles joumalidres. Une jeune maman a raconte que le s^isme 
Favait «rapprocltee» de son marl «Nous avons r6alis6 que' nous 
n’dtions jamais sflrs. de nous revoir>, a-t-efle ddclate. 


MOMIES. Le British Museum a antorisd.deux experts ho!landais 4 
effectuer des pteteviemenis sur des momies d gyptie nnes pour d^pister 
Fexistence 6ventueile du virus du SIDA (HIV) Fandenne 
Egypte. Les chcrcheurs rteerlaudais dmettent lTiypothtise selon 
laquelle ces virus dtaient pteyalants chez les singes en Afrique depuis^ 
plusieuis millieTS d’amteea, avant une mutation teccnte qm a entrahte 
Factuetle dpiddmie diez le? humains 


TOILE. Une tofle de 50 mdrres sur 250 mdtres, peinte par 30.000. 
habitants de Miyazaki,. an sod du Japon, figure ra dans la prochaine 
Edition (fa Guinness Book, en fant qneplus grand tahleau u moade' ' 


FrobfeflM N. 20. 



ftwHfeme N. 20. 



Us htoca nmt raefeq erapt Matnvcc 1* btae, ra 
^ da prow™ N . m 


B. 30*26; N. 19-12; B. N. 
.ptirfi; V-ZlilLX-ltii B. 22-13 
N. 10-17; B. 31-28; N. 23-32; B 
8.12; N. 16-23; B. 12-28; N- 
g-g B. 26-29; N. 17,26; B. 
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Italian aid (Man gets cool response 

@r ^ European Community (EC) has reacted 

Medherran^^ 5 pTX ^ 0Sak J for a new development bank for 
c ? unln « f and for EC countries to spend one per 
< GNP > on fewfen aid. Diplomats 
• sa*d both ideas were referred to the European Commission for 

^ presjdfenqT^ July 1. to 
mtens^^ks with Mediterranean countries during its six-month 
questioned the need 'or a new financial 
“JsntutKM for the region, the diplomats said. Britain criticised the 

25.51 for to ® d l“ “d’ hatf for developing countries 

with the rest split equally between die Mediterranean and Eastern 
tyjrope, saymg it was wrong to mix traditional aid with new 
efforts to help reformers in Eastern Europe. Denmark, the EC 
country which spends most proportionally on aid, pointed out that 
the Community, was already felling short of a U.N. aid target of 
0.7 per cent of GNP and called talk of an increase premature. 

Foreign investments in Indonesia surge 

(AP) — Growing labour and production costs in 
other count ries h ave made Indonesia comparatively better place 
? mV ^r' a r trend reflected in growing foreign investment in the 
first half of this year, a senior official has said. Total foreign 
investment in the first six months of 1990 reached S4.57 billion, 
almost equalling the $4.71 billion posted during all of 19S9, said 
chairman of the investment coordinating board Sanyoto S astro- 
ward oyo- “External factors, including the high appreciation of 
some foreign currencies, which makes Indonesian products more 
competitive, in addition to high production and labour costs'* 
were encouraging more foreign investment, he said. Sastrowar- 
doyo said the government was seeking to encourage more 
investment by foreign firms through deregulation and other 
improvements in the investment dimate. Japan accounts for 24 
per cent of all foreign investment in Indonesia, with $8.24 billion 
in more than 300 projects, followed by Hong Kong, with $3.44 
billion in 159 projects, the United States, with SI. 995 billion in 
109 projects and West Germany, with Si. 85 billion in 46 projects. 

Malta signs contracts with oil firms 

VAL L ETTA (AP) — Malta has signed a production-sharing 
contract with the American oil company (Amoco) and the 
Australian subsidiary BHP for oil and gas exploration in two 
offish ore blocks ia the Malta channel. Prime Minister Eddie 
Fenecb Adami called the agreement a landmark in the island’s oil 
exploration programme. The agreement covers 4,200 square 
kilometres north of the island and is part of a much larger area 
opened for exploration two years ago. The area lies close to the 
rich Italian Vega oilfield. The production sharing contract is for 
30 years with the first seven being -allocated for exploration. 
Under the contract the two companies would have to spend at 
least S23 million in the first three years. They must also drill at 
least two wells, the first within 18 months, the second within 30 
months. ... 

Ford to build $80m plant in Hungary 

BUDAPEST (R) — The Ford Motor Company has announced it 
would set up an $80 million parts plant in Hungary. Brace Blythe, 
Ford Europe’s vice president, told a news conference the plant 
would produce 3.2 million .ignition coils and feel pumps a year 
starling in 1992, to be used in Ford vehicles produced in 
Germany, Britain, Spain, Belgium and Portugal. The scheme, 
approved by the Hungarian government, would enable Ford to 
import cars to Hungary fended by the export sales of the 
components produced at the plant. “Ford's goal was to establish a 
world class operation iif'Hungaiy, folly competitive... with the 
best automotive componrats .manufactured anywhere,” a com- 
pany statement read. With Japan’s Suzuki and General Motors 
(G.M.), Ford is the third Western automaker in Hungary. No 
passenger cars are scheduled for m an u fa cture until 1992, when 
the Suzuki and the GJvL plant begin operating. Blythe said no 
site had been chosen for die plant, where 200 people would be 
employed to. produce “components critical for achieving low 
exhaust emission levels that would become standard across 
Europe- in the mid-1990s.” 

PRB bankruptcy raises security fears 

BRUSSELS (R) — The bankruptcy of Poudreries Reunies de 
Belgique (PRB) a British-owned munitions and explosives pro- 
ducer in Belgium, has created security problems, Belgian Interior 
Minister Louis Tobback has said. “It is not like a biscuit maker 
going bankrupt. We. cannot leave everything lying around while 
waiting for someone to take care of it,” he told Belgian radio. 
PRB’s outgoing managing director, John Pike, told Reuters: 
■*There is a large amount of explosives material stored in certain 
sites.” Tobback said be would meet local government and 
company representatives and police and defence officials to 
explore ways to ensuring security at PRB's five factories. The 
company, which employs 1,300 people, was declared bankrupt 
by the Brussels Commercial Court despite having 25 orders worth 
five billion Belgian francs ($147 million) on its order books. Three 
receivers were named to wind up the affairs of PRB, owned by 
Astra Holdings PLC of Britain. PRB rejected an offer by two 
French arms concents to acquire part of toe company because it 
would have put major financial strains on Astra. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


' Saturday, Jdy 20, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


UJS. doth* 
Pound S terlin g 
Dctmcfwnaark 
Swiss £m>e 


Buy Sd 

6634 667.0 
1203. J 12X0 J 
404.9 4073 

474.0 4764 


French fane 
Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 
Italian Era (for 100) 
Belgian franc (fra' 10) 


120.7 121.4 

445.7 44&4 

3593 361.7 

1113 1122 

553 55.6 

200.9 202.1 


Performances: 330, 030, 830 pJ°- 


China criticises 
conditions on aid to 
developing nations 


BELHNG (AP) — Rich countries 
have no right to attach political 
conditions to financial aid to 
poorer nations, an official 
Chinese commentary said Friday. 

“The imposition of one’s poli- 
tical will and values upon others 
cannot be accepted by any inde- 
pendent sovereign nations,” said 
the commentary, which was first 
published in toe overseas edition 
of the People's Daily and excerp- 
ted by the Xinhua news agency. 

It accused Western nations of 
trying to “control African coun- 
tries in the political, economic, 
ideological and cultural fields." 

“Actually, those developed 
Western countries, some of 
whom... crucify exploited and 
looted the African continenr, 
should bear responsibilities for 
the heavy economic burdens 
upon the African states,” it said. 

The argument is one China has 
made with increasing frequency 
over the past year as, shunned by 
the West, it has rediscovered its 
1960s role as a champion -of the 
Third World. 

Premier Li Peng told Niger’s 
foreign minister, Sani Bako, in 
Beijing Wednesday that the gap 
between rich and poor countries 
is growing. 

“These phenomena are caused 
by unequal exchanges and the 
unreasonable international eco- 
nomic order,” Li said. Xinhua 
said China agreed to give Niger a 
loan but did not say how much. 

Bako is one of a long line of 
African and Arab officials who 
have visited China in the past 
year, while most Western coun- 
tries have sent only a few, re- 
latively low-level officials. China 
in turn has sent an unusually large 
number of delegations to toe 
Third World. 

• The People's Daily commen- 
tary did not mention the parallel 
between tied aid to African coun- 


tries and China's own situation. 
The major industrialised nations 
are just beginning to restore 
grants and loans for China that 
were suspended in 1989 after 
China's army attacked pro- 
democracy demonstrators in 
Beijing. 

China has argued that its policy 
on human rights is an internal 
matter and that foreign countries 
have no right to criticise it for 
executing demonstrators. 

The commentary maintained 
that Third World countries are 
unfairly treated in trade, finance 
and debt issues “under the pre- 
sent irrational international eco- 
nomic order.” ft said their 
domestic economies still bore toe 
influence of past colonial rule. 

Assistance “should be offered 
neither with pre-conditions nor 
for privileges,” the commentary 
said. “Actually, toe economic 
problems in Africa are sure to 
affect the developed countries.” 

Meanwhile, inflation in China 
dropped to its lowest level in five 
years in May, when the retail 
price index climbed only 2.6 per 
cent, the State Statistical Bureau 
said Friday. 

The average retail price in- 
crease for the first six months was 
3.2 per cent, down horn the 25.5 
per cent increase for the same 
period last year, the bureau 
spokesman. Zhang Zhongji, said 
at a news conference. 

In the fall of 1988, with infla- 
tion running at more than 30 per 
cent, China instituted an austerity 
programme to cool an overheated 
economy and ease inflation. 

China measures inflation by 
comparing each month's figures 
with that of the same month in 
the previous year, rather than by 
comparing prices month-by- 
month, as most Western coun- 
tries do. 


— DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 

FOR RENT 

Ground floor with garden, consisting of three bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, central heating, excellent Chinese furniture 
and a telephone. 

Location: Fifth Circle / opposite.Arab Bank and A1 Hindi 
Pharmacy.- " L 

For more information please call: Tel: 814106 
Amman 


ON SALE 


Peugeot 305 Station Wagon; model 1984; duty unpaid. 

Call 05-551781, working hours 9-14 — ask for 
Barbara. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consists of three bedrooms, one of them master, washing room, 
garage, garden with trees, two verandas, independent entrance. 
Also we have automatic washing machine (PHILIPS) and two 
single beds FOR SALE. 

Location: A! Jubaiha. near the Royal Scientific Society. 

Call tel. 847830. 


Furnished Rat For Rent 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 2 salons, 3 bathrooms, dining 
room, with .telephone, excellent furniture, wall to wall 
carpet and central heating. 

Location: Jabal Amman - opposite Ammoun Hotel — main 
entrance. 

Please call tel: 673561 Amman. 




A Jordanian female teacher with the following qualifications is 
wanted on a fuN - time basis to help young children with their 
school work and extra - curricular activities: - 

1 - University degree, preferably in Education. 

2 - Fluency in Arabic and English. 

3 - Exposure to different cultures through living/ studying aborad. 

4 - Experience are! good interaction with children, 

5 - A dynamic, energetic, cheerful and sports - oriented 
personality. 

Kindly send resume and a recent photograph to: 

P.O. Box 7111 

Amman, Jordan 


Study looks 
intoU.S. 
share trading 
technology 

WASHINGTON (AP) — While 
U.S. securities markets lead the 
world in efficiency and fairness, 
they’re not quite ready for toe 
international arena because they 
lag in implementing toe latest 
technology, according to a con- 
gressional study. 

Last month several securities 
exchanges in New York and Chi- 
cago announced plans to phase in 
over the next few years compute- 
rised, nigh time trading, to regain 
some of the business tost to fore- 
ign competitors. 

But the Office of Technology 
Assessment (OTA) an arm of 
Congress that analyses science 
and technology, says the change 
may be too slow in coming. 

“ft is by no means certain that 
U.S. markets will remain in the 
forefront of the movement to- 
ward ‘round-the-clock global 
securities trading,” noted toe 
OTA, in a report. 

In addition to competition 
already coming from exchanges 
in London and Tokyo, the report 
noted that Swiss, German and 
French exchanges “are making 
vigorous efforts to increase their 
volume, automate their activities 
and modernise their regulatory 
regimes" by 1992 when European 
trade barriers come down. 

“While U.S. futures exchanges 
and our over-the-counter market 
are acting aggressively to put worl- 
dwide electronic networks in 
place, toe U.S. stock exchanges 
have been slower to act. Mean- 
while, securities exchanges in 
many countries are moving to- 
ward highly automated markets,” 
added the 106-page report, 
“Trading Around the Gock: 
Global securities Markets and In- 
formation Technology.” 

Asked if it was fair to say the 
study indicated that American 
market mechanisms aren't ready 
yet to go global. Vary Coates, 
project director of the study said: 
“I think that’s fair enough. 
They’ve been slow to move in 
that direction — at least the 
exchanges are.” 

Officials at the New York 
Stock Exchange and the Amer- 
ican Stock Exchange said they 
hadn't seen the report 

OTA officials . noted that inst- 
all its reports,, “trading around, 
the clock” makes no recom- 
mendations to Congress but only 
lays out policy options. 

“We say that international 
securities trading is increasing 
and will continue to increase and 
that two things then become im- 
portant to congress: One is 
whether American markets are as 
competitive as they should be 
with regard to global trading. 
And secondly, what are the addi- 
tional risks to American investors 
and financi al institutions,” said 
OTA’s Ms. Coates. 


Ryzhkov announces pay 
rise for 7 million Soviets 


MOSCOW (R) —Prime Minister 
Nikolai Ryzhkov, seeking sup- 
port for h is sluggish economic' 
reform programme, announced a 
pay rise for seven million Soviet 
teachers, nurses and other work- 
ers Friday. 

A television broadcast to toe 
nation came as details of a rival 
reform programme of popular 
radical Boris Yeltsin emerged, 
including a major priv a ti sa tion 
drive and freeing of prices. 

Ryzhkov said he was concerned 
by the low salaries of workers in 
education, health, culture and the 
social services and had signed a 
decree to raise their incomes 
from Jan. 1. 

He gave no figure, but said it 
would affect seven mill ion peo- 
ple, including 2.6 million in 
health sectors, 2.7 million in 
education and one milli on in 
cultural areas. 

Doctors and teachers have tra- 
ditionally been paid lower salar- 
ies than manual workers in heavy 
industries and far less than their 
counterparts in the West. 

Ryzhkov also denounced a big 
upsurge in speculation and the 
smuggling of consumer goods 
over the western border and said 
simplified frontier cross i ng proce- 
dures introduced two years ago 
were being withdrawn. 

“Many consumer goods are 
being taken out, toe markets are 
emptying,” he said, appealing for 
understanding while reforms 
were implemented. 

Items seized at the Mostisfca 
customs post near the border with 
Poland in just 24 hours included 
more than 6,000 electric ap- 
pliances, 52 television sets, 144 
washing machines, 3,000 litres of 
vodka and 200 kilogrammes of 
chocolate, be said. 

He appealed for all hands to 
help with the grain harvest, which 
he said would certainly be “not 
bad” and better than the 211 
million tonnes gathered last year. 

But he said purchases by the 
state were going very slowly. 

The government's failure to 
put more goods on shop shelves 
has caused many Soviet consum- 
ers to rally round Yeltsin, the 


[4 RENT 

Many villas and apartments 
for rent & sale furnished or 
unfurnished in Abdoun, Um 
Utheina. Sweifieh and many 
other locations. 

For more details please call 

ABDOUN REAL 


Tel: 

810609,810605 
Fax: 810520 


FOR SALE 
DUTY UNPAID 

1 982 Mercedes Benz 230E 
92,000 km, air condition, central door lock,Gmndig 
Stereo, sun roof, very good condition. 

Please contact on 827194 or 686811 


- FURNISHED ROOF FOR RENT — 

In Abdoun area. Consists of three bedrooms, four salons, 
four bathrooms, maid room with a garage; complete 
deluxe furniture. Area 275 square metres. Annual rent JD 
12,000. 

For more Information please call tel. 638933 
during daytime. 


-.tour/* 
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f Bl IMMEDIATE VACANCY 

% V £ 

JORDAN INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL 

SENIOR SECRETARY: Jordanian, excellent command of 
English, master all secretarial duties including PC. Attrac- 
tive salary and benefits. 

Please apply In person to Human Resources 
Department with written C.V. between 9 a.m. - 5 
p.m. 

Applicants should apply by latest July 23rd 1990. 


country’s most popular politician, 
who was elected president of the 
giant Russian Federation in May. 

Yeltsin's programme, the most 
detailed exposition yet of how he 
hopes to revive the republic's 
economy and deliver goods to 
consumers, was published by the 
independent press service Inter- 
fax Friday. 

Called the "500 day confidence 
mandate,” it will have four stages 
over 18 months. “Basically all 
government control of prices will 
be lifted....” Interfax said. 

In the first 100 days, the Rus- 
sian republic, the biggest in the 
Soviet Union, would introduce 
guaranteed private property 
rights for land and means of 
p r od u ction, and study production 
assets, gold deposits, foreign debt 
and housing. 

Under the programme, ineffi- 
cient industries Mamed for slow 
growth in industrial output would 
be axed or meTged and shares, 
foreign investment, buyouts and 
various forms of credit would be 
introduced. 

The plan, which presumably 
needs parliamentary approval, 
has been handed to economic 
experts for refining, Interfax said. 

Meanwhile, European Com- 
mission chief Jacques Defers said 
Friday moves by individual Soviet 
republics to create their own cur- 
rencies could harm President 
Mikhail Gorbachev's reform 
plans. 

Defers, on his first official visit 
to Moscow, said he was surprised 
some Soviet republics wanted 
their own money. 

.“No federation can function if 



there is not a single currency to 
guarantee coherence,” he tokl a 
news conference. 

“It seems to me. that, in the 
present state of economic reform, 
that would be something to worry 
about,” be said. 

The Ukraine, toe second most 
important Soviet republic, said 
last week it planned to become a 
neutral state, assume toe right to 
raise its own army and introduce 
a separate currency. 

The Baltic republics have made 
similar declarations, while the 
biggest of the 15 constituent re- 
publics, toe Russian Federation, 
alarmed toe central bank by 
saying banks on its territory were 
Russian property. 

Soviet central bank head Viktor 
Gerashchenko said last week that 
such “partisan sorties'* 
threatened monetary stability. 

Defers said the European 
Community (EC) was willing to 
help Gorbachev reform his eco- 
nomy along market-oriented 
lines, but any financial aid pack- 
age depended on toe results of a 
study which toe commission, the 
EC executive, is due' to complete 
by October. 

Gorbachev may know by then 
what sort and how much help to 
expect. Defers said. “The Soviet 
Union needs to technical assist- 
ance at least from the West,” he 
said. 

EC leaders announced at a 
summit last month that they 
would consider financial aid for 
Moscow, but would wait for the 
report on the Soviet economy, 
reforms and aid prospects. 


UE I E FRANCE 

es its BIG SALE 




As of Saturday 
July 21, 1990 


Jabal Amman 
National Bank 
Bldg. 


U UWLbGU JJ. UV.; ' AJ .U P- 

Interflora 

Cheer up your dears with flowers all over the world. You can ck> It 


through us. 

Housing Bank Centre - Tel. 682100 


Luxurious Furnished Flat For Rent 

One master bedroom, 2 further bedrooms, 3 salons, one dining 
room, .2% bathrooms. 3 balconies, central heating, servant 
quarter. Located in Shmelsani. Furnished in luxurious Italian 
furniture. Diplomatic communities and foreign companies are 
preferable. Annual Rent 

For more Information pleaso call tel. 670140 


ORIENT EXPRESS/TRAVEL AND TOURISM 

A leading tourist company In Amman, seeks to employ an assistant manager In the 
field at travel and tourism. 

Applicant tor this position should have the following qualifications: 

1. English language as the mother (native) language. 

2. Other languages Spanish / or French, fluently spoken and written (Arabic 
language not necessary) 

3. Mastering of tstex/FAX operatkxVfBtng/ al I office duties, experience necessary. 

4. The ability to tun and operate the company as an. assistant manager. 

Job characteristics; 

7. Traveling In Jordan and Europe. 

2. Fun time working hours. 

3. Handing European tourists to Jordan. 

Any onewhoMfilisthe above requirements, can come in person to the company’s 
office located at the toBowtng address tor personal interviews on Monday 23 , 
Tuesday 24. Wednesday 2j July. 

Cngant Express 

Grand Patace/ffegeney Hotel 

TM. 683789/802468 - ■ 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144 Cinema 


NUOUM 


Tel: 675571 Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 



Performances: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, lfc30 



Performances: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
Friday &. Sunday extra show at 11:00 a.m.‘ 
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End of Doe awaited as Liberian 
rebels advance into Monrovia 


ABIDJAN (R) — Diplomats waited anxiously Satur- 
day for the end of President Samuel Doe’s embattled 
government in Liberia as rebel forces advanced into 
the capital Monrovia. 


“We are all hoping that Doe 
will be killed or wflj leave the 
country quickly to get this, over 
with as soon as possible,” one 
Western diplomat told Renters in 
neighbouring Ivory Coast. 

' Rebel forces besieging Monro- 
via captured the city’s free port 
Friday. Bridges over the Mesur- 
ado River linking it with the city 
centre were littered with the 
bodies of government soldiers. 

The United States, which has a 
naval task force cruising offshore, 
has offered to whisk Doe into 
exile, but U.S. Ambassador Peter 
de Voss was unable to see the 
president when be called at his 
heavily-guarded seaside mansion 
Friday. 

Diplomats in Monrovia said 
Doe, a former army sergeant who 


seized power in a bloody coop 10 
years ago, was now a virtual 
prisoner of his own troops. 

Most of these belong to Doe’s 
Krahn tribe, which accounts for 
ooly five per cent of Liberia’s 2.3 
milli on population. 

The diplomats said presidential 
bodyguards, fearing for their lives 
after a rebel takeover, were re- 
fusing to let Doe leave Monrovia 
without them. 

The rebel National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia (NPFL) walked 
out of regionally-sponsored peace 
talks in neighbouring Sierra 
Leone Thursday saying it was 
determined to finis h off Doe by 
force. 

Chief rebel negotiator Tom 
Woewiyu ruled out a ceasefire 
and warned other countries 


against trying to intervene. founded by freed U.S, slaves in 
"He specifically rejected sugges- 1847, is playing a key role behind 
tions that the Economic Com- the scenes- in trying to end the 
munity of West African States .fighting. 

(ECOWAS) or the United States U.S. officials in Abidjan were 
should send a peace-keeping tight-lipped Saturday about the 


a 

force to Liberia 
tribal massacre. 

The seven-month-old civO war 
has turned into a tribal conflict, 
pitting Doe’s Krahn tribe and the 
Man dingo Muslim trading com- 
munity, which has prospered 
under Doe’s government, against 
tiie Gio and Mano tribes which 
support the NPFL. 

Both sides have committed 
tribal killings and although rebel 
leader Charles Taylor has 
pledged there will be no retribu- 
tion against the Krahns and Man- 
dingos when Monrovia falls, di- 
plomats question whether he will 
be able to control his poorly- 
trained and loosely disci plined 
fighters. 

Washington, which has dose 
links with Liberia, a country 


to prevent a situation in Liberia. 

“There is no information that 
we have that we are in a position 
to share on any sort of basis. 


U.S. embassy spokesman told 
Reuters. 

Ghana announced It was send- 
ing a ship to collect its estimated 
2,000 nationals from Liberia. 

The official Ghana News 
Agency said Ghanaian citizens in 
Liberia were being urged to wu»fa» 
their way to Siena Leone, where 
the M.V. Tano River would pick 
them up Thursday. 

It was not clear whether the 
ship would also call at Monrovia. 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs 
Obed Asamoah said Friday that 
Accra was still awaiting clearance 
from the Liberian government to 
send the ship in. 


Tigers blow up road to Jaffna, 
intensify control over peninsula 


COLOMBO (R) — Tamil rebels 
blew up a causeway and effective- 
ly cut off the northern J affna 
peninsula from the rest of the Sri 
Lankan island, military officials 
said Saturday. 

Friday’s attack on the Elephant 
Pass causeway further streng- 
thened the T amil militia’s bold on 
tiie peninsula, which is domin- 
ated by the rebels except for four 
government mili tary installations. 

The government sent trucks 
carrying food and medicine for 
the residents of Jaffna last week, 
but the convoy was stranded-' 
south of the destroyed causeway, 
45 kilometres south of Jaffna 
town, said tiie officials. 

The military bases, under fre- 
quent siege by the rebels, have 
received supplies by air, but resi- 
dents have faced acute shortages. 

Jaffna, 300 kilometres north of 
Colombo, is the largest town in 
the 2,072-square-kilometre pre- 
dominantly Tamil peninsula. 


which hooks westward toward the 
Indian subcontinent. Jaffna has 
about 120,000 residents. 

A stronghold of the separatist 
Tamil Tigers militia, it has been 
the scene of some of the worst 
fighting since the civil war started 
again June 11. 


national Red Cross society 
(ICRC), will now be unable to 
reach the peninsula, home for 
about 1 million people, mostly 
Tamils . 


Fighting was also reported in 
the country’s eastern districts, 
which the government claims stiu 
to control partially 
Tamil mil i tants are seeking an 
independent homeland in the 
eastern and northern districts 
from Sinhalese-dominated Sri 
Lanka. 


Military officials said 17 Tamil 
rebeles were killed Friday in two 
encounters in the east. Residents 
said three civ ilians were killed 
Friday by troops in the town of 
Batticaloa. 


Friday’s attack on the Elephant 
Pass causeway was the most se- 
rious blow to the government’s 
efforts to recapture the north. 
The causeway is the main route to 
Jaffna along the peninsula. 

Officials said the convoys of 
food and medicine trucks, 
escorted by members of the Inter- 


The rebel casualties raise to 
2,730 the number of combatants 
killed in the 13- month-old fight- 
ing. A large but unknown num- 
ber of civilians also have been 
killed. 

Hie officials said that 10 rebels 
died when their boat was blown 
up by a helicopter gunstup near 
Vellavelli village south of Battica- 
loa, 218 kilometres east of Col- 
ombo. 

In Kalmunai, also near Battica- 
loa, troops ambushed and fatally 
shot seven rebels, they said. 


Khmer Rouge threaten town, 
Phnom Penh urges peace talks 


BANGKOK (R) — The Khmer 
Rouge threatened Saturday to 
renew the battle for a central 
Cambodian city. The Viet- 
namese-backed government 
urged the Communist guerrillas 
to return to peace talks. 

The government offer followed 
a big political blow to the Khmer 
Rouge Wednesday when the Un- 
ited States dropped its diplomatic 
support for the guerrilla alliance 
they spearhead. 

The guerrilla radio, monitored 
in Bangkok, said the Khmer 
Rouge were preparing to laun- 
ch more attacks on the provin- 
cial capital Kompong Thom, ab- 
out 100 kilometres north of 
Phnom Penh. 

The Khmer Rouge and small 
units of their noo-Communist 
allies held the dty for several 
hours on June 17 in one of their 
most ambitious thrusts in 11 years 


of war. 

The redio report said villagers 
were helping ferry weapons and 
food to the frontlines. Prepara- 
tions had been underway for a 
week but by warning of the new 
attack the Khmer Rouge 
appeared anxious to prevent the 
Phnom Penh government from 
savouring its political boost. 

The government said the 
Khmer Rouge and their backer 
China should return to peace 
talks and accept a ceasefire. 

“The Khmer Rouge Pol Pot- 
ists, finding themselves in utter 
isolation at every international 
forum, cannot now hide the sun 
with the palm of their hand by 
covering up the.reality in Cambo- 
dia and the crimes they perpe- 
trated," the official SPK news 
agency said in a report monitored 
m Bangkok. 


They should also cooperate in 
setting up a Supreme National 
Council which would pave the 
way for U.N. -supervised peace 
talks, it added. 

The formation of a Supreme 
National Council to oversee elec- 
tions is the essence oif an Austra- 
lian-initiated U.N. peace plan. 

Hostility and suspicion have 
clouded almost a year of talks 
and there has been Utile progress 
in agreeing on bow much repre- 
sentation each of four factions 
should have. 

Phnom Penh’s statement ack- 
nowledged that the Khmer 
Rouge could not be defeated 
militarily. 

It reiterated that Pol Pot and 
other leaders associated with 
their 1975-79 rule, when at least 
one million Cambodians are esti- 
mated to have died, could not 
return. . 


Relief underway for Philippine 
villages isolated by earthquake 


MANILA (R) — Helicopters 
dropped food Saturday to moun- 
tain villages isolated by landslides 
after an earthquake that killed 
dose to 900 in the northern Phi- 
lippines, officials said. 

Five days after Monday’s de- 
vastating quake hit Luzon Island, 
destroying roads and bridges, the 
government is struggling to reach 
a mountain highway where scores 
of people were buried alive by 
landslides and thousands isolated 
In outlying villages. 

Rescue teams flew to Nueva 


Vizcaya province where more 
than 100 were killed and scores 
missing when landslides buried or 
swept away mountainside houses 
in Kayapa town, about 160 
kilometres north of Manila. 


“Many of the people whose 
bouses have disappeared are mis- 
sing. I believe they are dead,” 
Solana Mayor Epxfanio G aKma 
said over a private radio station 
about the remote towns. 


Defence Secretary Fidel 
Ramos, overseeing rescue and 
relief operations, said landslides 
killed 83 motorists at Dalton 
Pass, and 2,000 travellers have 
been marooned on the road link- 
ing the northeastern provinces to 
the capital since Monday’s quake. 


He warned of a serious food 
shortage and appealed for relief 
supplies and heavy equipment to 
dear the blocked road. 


Nueva Vizcaya province is east 
of the resort dty of Baguio where 
rescue and relief work has fo- 
cused for tiie past four days. 


Fighting renewed in El Salvador 


SAN SALVADOR (AP) — 
Fighting renewed in the Salvador- 
an countryside, with six guerrillas 
killed and eight wounded, while a 
new round of talks between Sal- 
vadorean rebels and the govern- 
ment opened Friday.. 

Six rebels were killed and 
seven wounded in heavy fighting 
with government troops near 
Jocuapa, 100 kilometres east of 
the Salvadorean capital, the armed 
forces said Friday. 

A military statement said 
another rebel was wounded in a 
Thursday evening fight against 
government troops near the 
town of Lolotique, 120 
kilometres east of San Salvador. 

Military patrols also seized ab- 


out 20 rebel antipersonnel mines 
during a raid at Tecoluca, 70 
kilometres southeast of San Sal- 
vador and guerrillas dynamitted 
five power line towers causi n g' 
brief blackouts in the eastern part 
of the country, the news release 
said. 

The rebels had no immediate 
statement about these events. 

However, both the rebels and 
government expressed optimism 
that some agreements could be 
reached in the, third round of 
peace talks since President Alfre- 
do Oistiani took office in June 
1989. 

The meeting began Friday in 
San Jose, Costa Rica. 

-We are going into this meet- 


ing with optimism and we hope 
that, if political goodwill exists 
on both rides, agreement could 
be readied," said Col. Mauririo 
Vargas, commander of the army 
3rd Infantry Brigade and a mem- 
ber of the government delega- 
tion. 


The rebels insist on a reduction 
in El Salvador's military force 
and the elimination of rightist 
death squads. 

“We will be asking that mem- 
bers of the army guilty of political 
crimes should be weeded out of the 
armed forces," said Sch&fik 
Handal, a leader of the Farabun- 
do Marti National Liberation 
Front, or FMLN. 


Labour 
lead over 
Conservatives 
grows in 
new poll 


LONDON (AP) — The opposi- 
tion Labour Party’s lead over the 
governing Conservative Party has 
edged up two points to 13 per 
cent, according to a new opinion 
poll released Friday. 

Bat the national opinion poll 
found that the conservatives 
apparently lost no ground from 
the July 14 resignation of Nicho- 
las Ridley as trade and industry 
secretary ami d protests over his 
views on Germany’s role in 
Europe. Those remarks had been 
made in a magazine interview. 

The party’s standing, at 37 per 
cent, remains unchanged from a 
month ago. This figure is far 
healthier than the Conservatives' 
showing early this year, when 
polls put them a record 23 per 
cent behind the opposition. 

The monthly survey for the 
Independent newspaper and 
BBC-2’s Newsmght programme 
contained uncomfortable news 
for Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher. 

It showed that if former De- 
fence Secretary Michael Hesel- 
tine were Conservative leader. 
Labour's margin over the Con- 
servatives would be cut to a mere 
four points. Heseltine is the 
front-runner to succeed Thatcher 
as party leader when she decides 
to step down. 

The new findings, compared to 
last month’s figures, are: Labour, 
50 per cent (previously 48 per 
cent); Conservatives, 37 per cent 
(37 per cent); the centrist Liberal 
Democrats, 7 per cent (8 per 
cent); Greens, 3 per cent (4 per 
cent ) and others, 3 per cent (3 
per cent). 


3 killed in 

Kashmir 

clashes 


SRINAGAR, India (R) — Three 
civilians were killed and two in- 
jured Saturday after Kashmiri 

militan ts' a Harkwf a par a militar y 
police bunker in Srinagar, sum- 
mer capital of India's troubled 
state oif Jammu and Kashmir, 
police said. 

A 72-year-old woman was 
among the three dead, all killed 
in their homes when paramilitary 
forces retaliated against militants 
who attacked their sand-bagged 
bunker in Srinagar’s old dty 
quarter, a Kashmiri police official 
said 

The victims were “caught in 
the crossfire,” he said 

Security forces shot the victims 
inside their homes during a house- 
to-house search for the militants, 
said witnesses in the Nawab 
Bazaar area, where the incident 
took place. 

FamiH ea of the dead defied a 
curfew imposed on the old dty to 
bury them in the “martyrs’ 
graveyard" where civilians killed 
the seven-month uprising 


m 


against Indian rule are interred 

Thousands of people shouting 
pro-independence slogans took 
part in a funeral procession to the 
graveyard, witnesses said. 

More than 900 people have 
been killed since January when 
militants launched an open revolt 
in Jammu and Kashmir , India's 
only Muslim-majority state. 

Kashmiri militants have said 
they will intensify their campaign 
for independence or union with 
Pakistan in the weeks leading to 
India's independence day on 
Ang. 15. 

Three bombs exploded in gov- 
ernment offices in Srinagar late 
Friday but no one was hurt, the 
police official said. 

A curfew remained in effect in 
J ammu city after violence hit the 
winter capital of J amm u and 
Kashmir this week for the first 
time this year. Hindus are in a 
majority in the dty. 


About 200,000 rally for 
opposition in Seoul 


SEOUL (R) — About. 200,000 
people braved rain and mud 
Saturday to cheer opposition 
leaders and call for new elections 
to foe South Korean parliament. 

“Lei the opposition rule," de- 
manded a huge banner fluttering 
above the crowd, inducting .stu- 
dents, workers 'and grandfathers 
with children on their shoulders, 
at Boromay Park in Seoul’s 
northern subnibs. . . 

The three-hour rally was called 
by opposition political parties to 
reinforce their demands for 
general elections. Opposition 
leader Kim Dae-Judg said earlier 
tins week that the rally wodld be 
a test of popular support.-! - 

“Like the weather today,” Kim 
told the crowd, “the*, dark clouds 
of dirty politics and betrayal oT 
our country are uponlus.”- . 

Kim called for new general 
elections and said South Korea’s 
fractious opposition would mute 
to “help disperse the douds and 
let the sun shine agawi on our 
country.” General elections are 
not due until 1992. 


Yonhap News, Agency said. 
'5,000 police were deployed in the. 
park. '• 

The. rally was organised by 
Kim ’s Party for Peace and Demo- 
cracy (PPD), thesmaller Demo- 
cratic Party (DP) and other 
opposition groups. 

Kim and -DP leader. Lee Ki- 
Taek, normally at odds with each 
other, Friday agreed to unite 
South Korea’s divided opposition 
so that they can provide a better 
counter to President Roh Jae- 
Woo's ruling Democratic Liberal 
Party (DLP). - 

About 700 students and other 
dissidents at Gboimam University 
in foe - southwe s tern provincial 
capital of Kwangju held an hour- 
long anti-government rally Satur- 
day before being dispersedby 
police using tear-gas, Yonhap 
said. J , : 

Meanwhile, Roh said South 
Korea would proceed with a five- 
day opening of the bonier with 
North Korea next month despite 
Pyongyang’s rebuff of Seoul's 
^overture. 


Bush may accept $18b 
reduction in defence bill 


CHEYENNE, Wyoming (AP) — 
President Geo rat Bush has said 
he could accept the Senate Armed 
Services Committee’s $18-biHion 
reduction in the defence budget 
be proposed for the 1991 fiscal 
year. 

But Bush cautioned Congress 
not to make extreme cuts in 
military hardware to accommo- 
date fneadher superpower rela- 
tions and budget constraints. . 

“The Soviets know what deters 
and so does this president,** said 
the president, speaking at the 
nation's MX missile arsenal. 

Addressing cuts foe committee 
made in his proposed defence 
budget last week for the year that 


starts Oct. 1, — from $307 billion 
-to $289 billion — Bush sakfr * 
Tm asking Congress to hold 
the line at the already-pamful 
reduction in the defence budget 
set cfown by . the Senate . Armed 
Services Committee... 


“There were some positive 
things from the committee, espe- 
cially their support for strategic 
modernisation, as well as some, 
other actions, on the other hand, 
that cause me problems.” 


He did not elaborate oh the 
“problems'’ except to say he- 
would like more Latitude in mak- 
ing personnel cats than the com- 
mittee proposed. 


U.S. Supreme Court likely 
to move right after Brennan quits 


WASHINGTON (R) — The res- 
ignation of the leading liberal on 
the U.S; Supreme Court gives 
President George Bush a chance 
to create the most conservative 
bench in more than 50 years, 
legal analysts said Saturday. 

The surprise resignation of Jus- 
tice William Brennan, 84, in a 
brief letter to Bush Friday night 
virtually assured conservatives of 
even greater power to restrict 
abortion rights and limit moves to 
redress racial discrimination. 

It set the stage for a bitter 
battle between foe Republican 
White House and foe more liber- 
al Democratic-controUed Senate, 
which must confirm Bush’s 
nominee. In 1987, the Senate 
rejected conservative Robert 
Bork for a Supreme Court seat. 

Bush said Friday he would be- 
gin foe process of picking Bren- 
nan's successor at a White House 
meeting Saturday with Ins chief of 


staff, John Sununu, Attorney 
General Dick Thornburgh and 
White House General Counsel C. 
Boyden Gray. 

“Fve always said I want some- 
body who will be on there not to 
legislate from the bench but to 
faithfully interpret foe constitu- 
tion. So that gives me a wide 
latitude,” Bush said. 

The Supreme Court, a branch 
of the U.S. government, along 
with foe executive and Congress, 
interprets the law and foe con- 
stitution, defining foe rights and 
obligations of Americans. 

Tf the president picks some- 
one who is too far to the right 
ideologically, then we're going to 
have a big fight,” said Illinois 
Democratic Senator Paul Simon, 
a member of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. 

Brennan was the most senior of 
foe court's nine justices. He cited 
his age and failing health as foe 


reasons for his resignation', which 
is effective immediately. 

“Hie strenuous demands of 
court work and its related duties, 
required or expected of a justice, 
appear at this time to be incom- 
patible with my advancing age 
and medical condition,” Brennan 
wrote. • - :• " 

Brennan recently wrote land- 
mark ruling shaking down a law 
that made it a crime to burn the 
American flag : and . upholding 
government programmes 'against 
racial discrimination. ‘ 

. Named by President Dwight 
Eisenhower in 1956, Brennan was 
a driving force of the court’s 
liberal wing and a target of con- 
servative criticism. 

Despite the court's slow shift to 
the right in the 1980s, liberals, led 
by Brennan, held back, the con- 
servative majority's willingness to 
reverse some key individual 
rights’ decisions. 


Thai government survives no-confidence vote 


BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — 
Prime Minister Chatichai 
Choonh avail’s government easily 
repulsed a no-confidence vote in 
parliament Saturday. 

The motion was voted down 
220 to 38 along party lines after a 
heated three-day debate. The rest 
of the 357 members of the 
National Assembly either boycot- 
ted foe vote or (fid not appear, 
some because of Bangkok’s noto- 
rious traffic jams, which were 
worsened by rain. 

Passage would have meant the 
coalition government would have 
had to resign or dissolve parlia- 
ment and hold new elections. 
This has never happened in Thai- 
land. 

The 61-member opposition 


Solidarity Party boycotted the 
vote after a government minister 
refused to withdraw his accusa- 
tion that foe party leader cheated 
on his income taxes. 

Opposition parties recently 
have been accusing government 
ministers of corruption. 

During debate Thursday, Cha- 
tichai denied allegations that his 
daughter had encroached on beach- 
front land. The agriculture, in- 
terior, commerce and other 
ministers have also been accused 
of corruption by opposition law- 
makers. 

In a separate development, in- 
creased security has been ordered 
at Thai embassies abroad after a 
reported threat by a Muslim mili- 
tant group, local newspapers said 


Saturday. 

The nation said Thai intelli- 
gence officials were investigating 
a report that the group 
threatened to sabotage foe Thai 
embassy and airline office in 
Ankara, Turkey if authorities 
prosecute Shi’itc Muslims who 
allegedly started a riot in' south- 
ern Thailand in June. 

“The sabotage threat is consi- 
dered a matter of grave concern 
for the Thai government," it 
quoted the head of foe National 
Security Council, Suvit Sufoans- 
kul, as saying. 

The letter from a group that 
called itself foe Brotherhood of 
Martyrs was received by the 
office in Ankara of a Western 
news agency, its office in Bang- 


kok confirmed Saturday. .The 
agency asked that it not be identi- 
fied. 

The nation said authorities in 
Pattani province have, issued 
arrest warrants for 15 Muslims 
allegedly behind foe riot at foe 
Krnze Mosque in which a deputy 
provincial police chief and 
another officer were attacked. 

The paper quoted the perma- 
nent secretary of tiie Interior 
Ministry, Anant Anantakul, as 
saying security has been stepped 
up at government offices in the 
south, where most of the -coun- 
try’s Muslim minority live. 

About four per cent of Thai- 
land’s 50 million people are Mus- 
lims. About 95. per cent axe 
Buddhist. 


Trial of Romania’s 24 top Co mmunis ts suspended 


BUCHAREST (R) — A miKtaiy 
court suspended foe trial of 24 
Romanian Communist leaders 
Saturday after defence lawyers 
rejected the presiding judge who 
tried dictator Nicolae Ceausescu.* 

Lawyers defending the 24 for- 
mer politburo members against 
charges of genocide said Judge 
Ion Nistor, who was promoted to 
rank of general after Ceausescu’s 
trial last December, could not 
hear another genocide hearing. 

“He (Nistor) has already 
signed a sentence and has been 
involved in a similar trial. He 
cannot be objective any more," 
lawyer Niculae Cerveni told Reu- 
ters. 

Ceausescu and his wife Elena 
were secretly tried before Nistor 
and other judges after Decem- 
Jbcris uprising and were executed 
by firing squad on Qnistmas 
Day. 


Nistor and four other judges 
and military representatives on 
the panel derided to suspend the 
hearing after an hour. Their deci- 
sion drew gasps from the more 
than 100 spectators in court 

Romania's Supreme Court will 
have to decide whether to 
appoint a new panel, Cerveni said 
after the hearing. 

Only 21 of the defendants, who 
eight months ago were among the 
most powerful people in Roma- 
nia, were in court. 

Former Prime Minister Con- 
stantin Dascalescu and two elder- 
ly members were too ill to 
appear, their lawyers said. 

The 24 face genocide, charges 
arising from a telephone confer- 
ence on Dec. 17 at which they are 
alleged to have agreed with 
Ceausescu’s orders to shoot de- 
monstrators. 

More than 1,000 people were 


killed and thousands wounded in 
the bloodiest uprising in Eastern 
Europe last year. 

The 21 at the tribunal, includ- 
ing former foreign and finance 
ministers, top ideologists and 
mayors, filed out of the heavily- 
guarded courtroom through a 
crowd of well-wishers and family- 
members. 


Former Finance Minister and 
party veterihi Paul Niculescu- 
Mizil, 66, smiled broadly at foe 
crowd and gave a thumbs-up sign. 

Stefan Andrei, 59, a foreign 
minister for more than 10 years, 
waved to his actress wife, 
Violeta. 


Others looked pale and drawn. 
The once-mighty bead of the 
National Council of Women, who 
gave her name in court as. Ana 
Muresanu, 64, looked in pain as 
she limped out of court - 


All 24 defendants, three of 
them -women, could be given- a 
maximum sentence of life impris- 
omnent convicted. - 

The National Salvation Front 
which took power after the upris- 
ing abolished, foe death penalty. 

Dascalescu, captured a' few 
days after tiie iteyrihuicni, was 
reported to have .twice attempted 
suicide in prison. - ’ 

’ Legal experts sad. it was ueh- 
likelythe proceedmgswould con- 
tinue Saturday. ' . ' 

Exrlnterior Minister Tudor 
Postelmcn, Ceauescu’s deputy 
Emil Bobu, and two other minis- 
ters have already" been ' convicted 
of genocide and seoteoced to life 
.imprisonment. 

Ceausescu’s son, Nicu. .is on 
trial accused ritgenoride in foe 
central Rcwnaman town Sibiu. 
His cafe has been adjourned until 
Aog. 21. •" ■■■>•• - ' ' 



AMryby 

^afcebyflnV 


NEW YORK (AP) Some 
rcadciS 'Of tho New- York "Times 
were treated Friday to foe debut 
"of a wriJer foey never; knew ex- 
isted; Fafce bjihe. Byline’s first 
— aqfo foe Times hopes, last — 
appearance in foe papa- cameon 
page A8; where a Story . about a 
Texas-Mejojco forty; .appeared 
uiKkr bojd type declaring “By 
Fake Byfine.” in smaller type,' it 
said, .“special to foe New York 
Times.” ^Tbe : rtory was not sup- - 
posed to have a byline on it; but. 
our computer format doesn’t 

work' without - one,” explained 
.Times' spokeswoman Nancy 
NTclsexr. “We plug in ‘Fake 
Byline' so the form& works. It’s 
supposed td' hie' deleted, but.;.” 
The bylmedidnot appear in all 
editions ciL the Times, so it was 
hdt known how many readers saw 
.the. glitch, she said. ' -- 


Teenagers' steal V : 
hammer and sickle 


OSLO (AP) ■— r Two Swiss teena- 
gers vacationing in -Norway cros- 
sed the Arctic frontier with the 
Soviet 'Union and stole a bam- 
mer-and-sickle , emblem, police 
said. iLwas the third inddenttfais 
nemfo along a Soviet border that 
has feft htfle bf~foe East-West 
rdaxatioa-enferieoced elsewhere. 
In Europe. -Aimed' patrols from 
both; coon tries feH scoot the area 
and ah' electrified 'fence' guards 
the Soviet side: 'But Norwegian 
authorities' turned . the -incident 
into'* a neighbourly gesture'. The 
Norwegian -NewsAgenty (NTB) 
said they caught the teenagers 
and returned the emblem, taking 
it to. Soviet guards along with 
coffee and pastries. Acting police 
•chief Tom.- Gjestvang of-TGr-! 
kenes, a torder district, said the 
. youths waded foe Grense Jakob- 
reN Ttiver fofofSoviet territory 
and dashed back to Norway with 
the emblem from a border mar- 
ker.' “Tim happens from time to 
■time," 1 be s id by telephone . 


Rome Colosseum 
tQ,0&t complete . 




ROME (R) ^TTfe 2,000-year- 
old coIosseum, foe eternal city’s 
most famous landmark, will 
nndergoitefiifecbmpl^dicdc- 
up- in -nearly two centuries. A 
group of: Rome university, 
archaeologists, engineers and 
historians have announced a two- 
year projected assess the stability 
of the ancient .amphitheatre. 
“Project Colosseum” will use 
thousands of air and ground photo- 
graphs to stndy the stabffity and 
condition of every part of the 
57-metre-high structured Using 
the photographs, computers will 
make mathematical models of the 
colossemn to analyse its weak 
points and study their susceptibil- 
ity to earthquakes and traffic 
vibrations. The group said the 
last full-scale study of the Col- 
osseum's problems was in ; 1810. 
In the late 1970s experts reported 
“a deep and worrying fracturing” 
of columns erected to support an 
outer ring of the arena. An esti- 
mated 50 billion lire ($40 million) 
is needed to .dean up afel repair 
tiie cofosseum. Professor Renzo 

pained, head of the project, said 

he would recommend banning 
traffic, near foe oolosseum and 
install anti-vibration panels at a 
nearby underground station. - 


Garbo’s art . - 
collection, furniture 
to go on sale 


NEW YORK (R) — The public 
which Greta Garbo held at arm’s 
length in a lifetime she dedicated 
to being “left alone” wfl] • now 
have . a chance m boy her ait 
works, furniture and rare books. 
Sotheby’s New York , office 
anooeiioed that it will sell Garbo’s 
art, collection, inducting p a n tin w i 
by Renoi r and Bonnard, and her 
18th oentnry . furniture, : caip et t 
-and ceramkrfigures in three days 
of sales starting on Nov. 15. John 
Marion, Sotheby’s North Amer- 
ican c hairm an, said he expected' 
ti» Sale to bring in mbre than $20 
nnffipn and generate the sort of 
public enthusiasm tirataccomna^ 
.ofed^foe sales of foe DndSof 
wirafaw’s and Andy WafooTs 
. collections . The fellec- 
towas conagncd foSotheby's 
W Rds6 «* d * Gaibo’s 
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